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    Imagine that, Jesus talking to us! This parable, this teaching story from Jesus himself, 
is not about farming. It’s about his hearers, the state of their hearts and their readiness to 
receive Him. And this teaching story is as true for us as it was for those who first heard Je-
sus tell it. Jesus, the Living Word of God, speaks God’s word. The crowds that heard 
him talking were as varied as you can imagine. Imagine Jesus being broadcast on your 
favorite radio station or podcast. Would anyone listen? Really listen? 
    Some 500 years ago, Martin Luther’s Sermon on the Parable of the Sower focuses not 
so much on the seed, but on the heart -- soil, the condition of the soil on which the seed of 
God’s word falls. And, like Jesus, Luther asks, are we listening? Really listening? How is 
the seedbed of our hearts? What kind of holy cardio-conditioning is it going to take to open 
your heart, my heart, that the word of the Lord might sprout, take root and grow? 
    Luther reflected on the four types of hearts, or surfaces, depicted in the Gospel for today. 
Some of his reflections might surprise you. Remember, he’s not talking here about just any-
one who might hear the word. Jesus is talking to those who are following him around the 
countryside, just waiting for him to stop and say a few words, anything, that will give them 
a bit of hope, insight into this kingdom that is drawing near.  
    The road, hard-surfaced and smooth, where the first of the seed landed? Jesus is 
speaking of those who hear the Word without understanding it or valuing it as God-
breathed. Christ speaks of those who hear the word, even study it, even come regularly to 
worship and the Lord’s Table. But for these of hard, guarded, worldly hearts, the Word of 
God goes in one ear and out the other. They let the word go as fast as they hear it, figuring 
it doesn’t really apply to them. They fall easily for the second-hand or third-hand word of 
false teachers of false gospels. As St. Paul says in 2 Tim 4:4: "They will turn away their 
ears from the truth, and turn aside unto fables." Until, perhaps, a crack in the pavement of 
their hearts provides a place for the word to take root. 
    Then, there’s that gravel patch -- folks who receive the Word with joy, but don’t apply it. 
The word makes no difference in how they live. They might talk the talk eloquently, but not 
walk the walk. Then, what happens when their faith is put to the test? When practicing their 
faith puts them on the outs with family or friends? When they must suffer harm, disgrace 
and loss of life or property? They discover that their faith has no roots, nothing to draw life 
from. In tough times, they go along to get along and keep silent about the faith they once 
professed openly, while there was still peace and no risk associated with being a follower of 
Christ.  
    And what of that weedy, thorny patch where the seed lands?  
    Think of the weeds as the pleasures and cares of this life, the things that choke out, 
crowd out God’s word, leaving us indifferent to the Lord. Face it, sometimes the weeds look 
pretty to those who don’t understand how invasive they are Think of these weeds as the 
times when things are too good, when we become complacent because we really see no 
need for Jesus.       Continued on next page 

 

Matthew 13:1-8 “What do you make 
of this?” Jesus asked. “A farmer 
planted seed. As he scattered the 
seed, some of it fell on the road, and 
birds ate it. Some fell in the gravel; it 
sprouted quickly but didn’t put down 
roots, so when the sun came up it 
withered just as quickly. Some fell in 
the weeds; as it came up, it was 
strangled by the weeds. Some fell 
on good earth and produced a har-
vest beyond his wildest dreams.” 
Then, Jesus looks you in the eye 
and asks: “Are you listening to this? 

Really listening?”  
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Or think of these weedy times as when we figure that everything 
is about Jesus and me, myself and I, and the Lord is only good 
for the next good thing I can ask him for. Thorn infested soil 
chokes out both the healthy growth and the one who would tend 
it. And, left alone, the crop is just more weeds, more thorns that 
might look pretty but are really, really prickly. 
    What’s left? Hearts that are good soil: Rich, loose, cultivat-
ed. Hearts that hold and treasure the Word, retain it, meditate 
upon it and act in harmony with it. The devil does not snatch it 
away. The heat of trials and persecution does not rob them of 
the Word. The thorns of pleasure and weeds of greed do not 
hinder growth in faith towards God and love for one another. 
Hearts that are Good Soil are not immune from suffering in body 
mind or spirit, let alone from the thorns and the temptations of 
this world. Whoever would keep God’s word is keeping also the 
Cross, with all its misfortune, all its triumph and triumph. 
    Luther put it well: Like a field that is without a thorn or brush, 
cleared and spacious, as a beautiful, clean place: so a heart is 
also cleared and clean, broad and spacious, that is without 
cares and avarice as to temporal needs, so that the Word of 
God truly finds lodgment there. But the field is good, not only 
when it lies there cleared and level, but when it is also rich and 
fruitful, possesses soil and is productive, and not like a stony 
and gravelly field. Just so is the heart that has good soil and with 
a full spirit is strong, fertile 
and good to keep the Word and bring forth fruit with patience. 
    So, how is your heart – your holy cardio-condition? How 
is God’s word gong to take root in your heart this day, this week, 
into the future?  
    Is it paved over hard and smooth, so much that there’s not 
even a crack for a bit of God’s word to get through the surface? 
    Is it gravelly, ready to go washboard and wash out when the 
first tough times come along to test your faith? 
    Is your heart like a field choked with so many other 
things that the word of God cannot take root and flourish? 
    Or do the lyrics of this hymn describe your heart: 

Lord let my heart be good soil 
Open to the seed of Your word 
Lord let my heart be good soil 

Where love can grow 
And peace is understood 
When my heart is hard 
Break the stone away 
When my heart is cold 
Warm it with the day 

When my heart is lost 
Lead me on Your way 

Lord let my heart 
Lord let my heart 

Lord let my heart be good soil 
    Come Holy Spirit, this hour, this day, this week, to loosen the 
hard crust of our hearts, enrich the seedbed, and clear out the 
weeds and thorns of our lives, that our hearts would indeed be 
good soil, open to the seed of God’s word. In Jesus’ precious 

name. Amen.  Pastor Cathi 

 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Church Administrative Council 

Minutes 
May 8, 2019 

 

  The May 8, 2019 CAC meeting was called to order by President 
Aaron Klopfenstein.  The meeting was opened with devotions 
being led by Aaron Klopfenstein.  Devotions were taken from 
Probers 15 :1-5 and verse 28.  The focus of this devotion is that 
as Christians we need to make certain we think before we think or 
act.  Our actions should reflect the will of the Lord. 
There were no additions or corrections to the April 2019 CAC 
minutes. 
  The treasurer’s report was presented by Bert Regula.  The end-
ing balance in checking account is $27,799,83.  For the month of 
April 2019 income exceed expenses by $4651.14.  Total expens-
es for the month was $22,558.92.  Jill Ludwig made a motion to 
accept the treasurer’s report.  Anne Shroyer seconded the mo-
tion.  Motion carried.  Bert also informed the CAC that we now 
have a safe for the offerings and the deacons will place the mon-
ey in it at the end of church services and the secretary will fill out 
and make the deposits.  This should begin on May 12.   
  *Pastor’s Report    Pastor Cathi reported that confirmation was 
completed on Sunday and everything went well.  She also noted 
that two weddings are scheduled to take place at Grace this sum-
mer.  Pastor Cathi attended a backpack meeting.  50 bags are 
distributed to students each month.  This program has been well 
received.  The group has begun to do comparative shopping in 
order to serve in the best possible way.  Pastor Cathi also in-
formed CAC that Christ the King is working on a program in coor-
dination with Jackson Center Schools to have a program for junior 
high students to have received time from school 1 time per week 
for a religious program.  This would be held at the Life Center.    
The CAC encouraged the Pastor to get more information concern-
ing this program and feel that this would be a positive program for 
the youth at JC.   
  *Action Items (Committee Reports) 
Choice: Bert Regula- No Report Received. 
Education: Dennis Weaver- Education committee held their quar-
terly meeting 5/01/19. 
  Calendar events for the rest of the quarter were discussed and 
confirmed- carnations for Mother's day - cookies for Father's day - 
distributing water bottles (with a label stating Church and Bible 
school info) for the community day parade. VBS is scheduled for 
7/29/19 to 8/2/19 so next quarterly meeting was moved to 8/5/19 
at 6:00 pm. 
  Other items discussed - included the need for additional leader-
ship for the Luther league as Jerry would like to step down from 
his role. For the summer for Children's Sunday School classes, it 
was decided to invite Luther league members and Catechism 
members to share their faith by signing up to lead a class for one 
Sunday. Education Committee Lenten meal money was given to 
the Parsonage fund. 
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Mission: Scott Klopfenstein- The Mission Committee met on 
Wednesday, May 1st with 5 members present.  It was discussed 
that we would love some new members to join our Mission Com-
mittee.  We will put a request in the bulletin and the newsletter 
for new members.   
  Marge Beam proposed the idea of bringing 2 to 3 individuals 
from Tanzania associated with the "Home of Peace" Orphanage 
to Jackson Center to share their story to area churches and 
groups.  The committee thinks this would be a great idea and 
wants to explore the information further.  We will do some more 
research on this subject and bring this back to the table at our 
meeting in June.  Once again the Mission Committee will be 
posting the list of members that many need help with summer 
projects.  We do have a list of senior members that we have 
helped in the past, but we want to make sure we are not leaving 
anyone out that feels they many need help this summer.  We will 
reach out to the church members by posting something in the 
bulletin and the newsletter and have our list of members that 
need assistance this summer completed by the end of May.  We 
want to post this completed list to the congregation at the begin-
ning of June so that able individuals or families can sign up to 
help these members.  This is a fulfilling project for both parties 
involved and it builds relationships between them.   
Endowment: - Jill Ludwig- No meeting for endowment commit-
tee.  
Friendship: Anne Shroyer- No Report Received. 
Lay/Witness: Connie Schneider- Lay witness committee will be 
meeting Sunday, May 12. 
Worship: Rick Sailor- No Report Received. 
Youth: Aaron Klopfenstein- Luther League is looking for an ad-
viser. If anyone is interested please contact Aaron Klopfenstein.  
Property & Trustee: Tom Schindel & Rick Sailor- Rick and I will 
continue to finish our list to prepare the parsonage for next pas-
tor.  I will put more hangers up for security system this 
week.   Rick will install security lights at parsonage back door 
and we will install different light in parsonage study. 
  In old business Aaron informed the CAC that Jen Woolley has 
requested permission to fix up the nursery.  She will seek volun-
teers to help with this project.  She would like to give the nursery 
a new coat of paint and to wax the floors.  CAC welcomes this 
project.    
  Aaron reported that the issue with the bill from Republic has 
been resolved with no cost to Grace.  
  In new business it was reported that the Luther League is seek-
ing an adult to advise the group.  Jerry Mann would like to step 
down after many years of service.  The CAC will make an effort 
to find a replacement. 
  CAC indicated that members are able to borrow the extra tables 
and chairs that the church owns provided it does not interfere 
with church activities.  Those members wishing to borrow them 
need to clear it with the church office. 
  We are in the process of obtaining a credit card to replace our 
debit card. 
  We are searching for lay delegates (3) for the 2019 NALC Con-
vocation in Indianapolis on August 8 and 9.  If anyone is interest-
ed in attending, he/she should contact Pastor Cathi or a CAC 

member. 
Dennis Weaver gave an update on the Call Process.  Pastoral 
candidates will be coming to Grace on June 8 and 9.  The ser-
vices on June 9 will be led by the candidate.  There will be an 
informational meeting on Sunday, May 19 at 9:00 to provide 
more details about the visit as well as the compensation pack-
age.  There will be a congregational meeting on June 16 at 9:00 
for the purpose of considering the issuing of a call. 
  It was moved by Connie Schneider and seconded by Bert Reg-
ula to have a special CAC meeting on May 17 at 6:00 AM for the 
purpose of considering a compensation package.    Motion car-
ried.  The CAC will be meeting on May 15 at 6:00 AM to review 
options for a compensation package. 
  Dennis Weaver suggested that we promote giving to our NALC 
seminary as May is the month for us to do this.  We will bring this 
up at the informational meeting on May 19. 
‘There being no further business, the  meeting was closed with 
the Lord’s prayer. 
  Respectively submitted by, 
Connie Schneider, Sec. 
 

 Committee Reports 
 

 

Choice Committee:  The Choice Committee met Wednesday, 
May 8th with 4 members and 1 liaison present. Tanya Hinegard-
ner gave the secretary report and Barb Wical gave the treasurer 
report. The balance as of May 1, 2019 is $7,484.44, money to be 
spent in 2019 is $1,396.00.  
 The Committee voted to give a member $200.00 for travel ex-
penses while receiving medical treatment. Also voted to give 
CAC $100.00 for new pastor lunch. Next meeting will be 
Wednesday,  August 14th at 7:00 pm. 
Submitted by Bert Regula 
 

Education Committee:  No Report Received. 
 

Endowment Committee:  No Report Received. 
 

Friendship Committee: No Report Received. 
 

Lay Ministry/Witness Committee: Susan Ware shared an 
opening in observance of Mother's Day.  She told the story of 
Connie McEldowney of Russia, Ohio, a mother of eight children.  
In 2001 she joined a group of ladies from her church to pray out-
side an abortion clinic in Dayton.  Through her tears she asked 
God to make her a "better option" and He did.  Today she leads 
"Rustic Hope - Every Life Matters".  She and her family have 
opened their hearts and home to provide shelter and support to 
teenage and single mothers.  Today her ministry has expanded 
to include a "free store" providing diapers and baby items to 
young qualified mothers along with items needed to establish a 
home.  She is also offering classes to provide them with infor-
mation and skills needed to live independently.  Mrs.  
McEldowney credits her success to God answering her prayers 
and she gives Him all the glory. Members reported twelve visits 
with our shut ins and eight members received communion. Presi-
dent Linda Jenkins distributed an updated shut in list and report-
ed that she had posted a new record sheet for communion.   
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  Members reported twelve visits with our shut ins and eight 
members received communion. President Linda Jenkins distrib-
uted an updated shut in list and reported that she had posted a  
new record sheet for communion.   
  Linda Jenkins gave a report on the Back Pack post meeting.  
Cora and Pastor Phil would like someone to work with them to 
learn the program so they would have a back up if needed.  She 
reported that many supplies were purchased through the West 
Ohio Food Bank last school year and that worked well.  Next 
school year we will be asking member congregations to donate 
granola bars for monthly distributions.  Linda Jenkins will put 
monthly reminders in bulletins.  Pastor John from Christ the 
King shared information about a possible released time Bible 
Education class during the school year.  More planning and 
volunteers would be needed to implement such a program.  
Lay/Witness members discussed and decided to recommend 
that the CAC designate a CAC member to represent the group 
at these meetings so there would be a qualified direct link to 
speak for the CAC.   
  Linda Jenkins reported that Lisa Wright will be taking over dis-
tribution of the grief books and cards to members who have lost 
loved ones.  There will be no meeting in June, due to Pastors 
Bert & Shelly leading worship on June 9th .  We will discuss 
applying for a Thrivent grant to support "Rustic Hope - Every 
Life Matters" at that time.  Another project "The Kindness 
Challlenge" will be tabled until later in the year.  The meeting 
was closed with prayer and members put together a baby gift 
bag for Dustin and Jessica Schmiesing. 
  Respectfully submitted, Susan Ware, Secretary  
 

Mission Committee:  The Mission Committee met on Wednes-
day, May 1st with 5 members present.  It was discussed that we 
would love some new members to join our Mission Commit-
tee.  We will put a request in the bulletin and the newsletter for 

new members.   

  Marge Beam proposed the idea of bringing 2 to 3 individuals 
from Tanzania associated with the "Home of Peace" Orphanage 
to Jackson Center to share their story to area churches and 
groups.  The committee thinks this would be a great idea and 
wants to explore the information further.  We will do some more 
research on this subject and bring this back to the table at our 

meeting in June.   

  Once again the Mission Committee will be posting the list of 
members that many need help with summer projects.  We do 
have a list of senior members that we have helped in the past, 
but we want to make sure we are not leaving anyone out that 
feels they many need help this summer.  We will reach out to 
the church members by posting something in the bulletin and 
the newsletter and have our list of members that need assis-
tance this summer completed by the end of May.  We want to 
post this completed list to the congregation at the beginning of 
June so that able individuals or families can sign up to help 
these members.  This is a fulfilling project for both parties in-
volved and it builds relationships between them.   
Reported by Julie Klopfenstein  
 

Property Committee: No Report Received. 
   
Worship Committee:  No Report Received. 
 
Youth: Luther League will be leaving on their mission trip  
Sunday, June  9th and return Friday, June 14. They will travel to 
Camp Evans, New Jersey.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayers for the Luther League Mission Trip for safe 
travels to and from Camp Evans, NJ. Attending the 
Mission Trip this year are Morgan Kipker, Caroline 
Frieders, Sierra DeWeese, Sheia Akers, John & 
Cheryl Janssen, Darlene Woolley, Jack Frieders, & 
Jerry Mann. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj956PRnrLiAhXT6J8KHVFoA2wQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fui-ex.com%2Fexplore%2Ffellowshiped-clipart-youth-mission-trip%2F&psig=AOvVaw0Le2mQNBT7mYd8di1TYCVf&ust=1558721023633865
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiohd25n7LiAhUCiFQKHc5VA4gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fmissions-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw0Le2mQNBT7mYd8di1TYCVf&ust=1558721023633865
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdownload-free-clip.art%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F04%2Ffree-christian-fathers-day-clip-art-fathers-day.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdownload-free-clip.art%2Ffree-christian-fathers-day-clip-art%2Ffree


AAAmazing Grace June, 2019               Page 5          

Worship Servants for Sundays in June 2019 
 Seventh Sunday of 

Easter 

June 2, 2019 

Day of Pentecost 

June 9, 2019 

The Holy Trinity  

June 16, 2019 

Second Sunday 
after Pentecost 

June 23, 2019 

Third Sunday after 
Pentecost  

June 30, 2019 

Lessons Acts 1:12-26; Ps 
133; Rev 22:1-20; 
John 17:20-26 

Gen 11:1-9; Ps 143, 
Acts 2:1-21;  

John 14:23-31 

Pro 8:1-4,22-31; Ps 
8, Acts 2:14,22-36; 
John 8:48-59 

Isa 65:1-9; Ps 3; 
Gal 3:23-4:7;  

Luke 8:26-39 

1 King 19:9b-21; 
Ps 16; Gal 5:1,13-
25; Luke 8:26-39 

 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 

Organists Cheryl Burch Nancy McName Cheryl Burch Nancy McName Cheryl Burch 

Acolytes Kaiden Hinegardner Bryson Roberts Macy Klopfenstein Kaiden Hinegardner Bryson Roberts 

 Lay Readers Kaiden Hinegardner Julie Klopfenstein Linda Jenkins Kaiden Hinegardner Kristen Davis 

 10:30 AM 10:30 AM  10:30 AM  10:30 AM  10:30 AM 

Acolytes None Sierra DeWeese Caitlyn Barhorst Maleah Kipker Trever Huber 

Lay Readers None Darlene Woolley Barb Elsass Greg Woolley Cheryl Janssen 

Communion 
Preparation 

Dalton & Lyle Faler 

Dick & Linda Jenkins 

Darren Myers 

Kay Frieders 

Jack Frieders 
Austin & Carson 

Regula 
Rick Sailor 

A/V  None Kay Frieders Lisa Wright Jill Ludwig Karen Hatfield 

Song   

Leaders 

None Rachel Sailor 

Greg Woolley 

Kay Frieders 

Rick Sailor 

Kassie Ludwig  

Greg Woolley 

Cheryl Janssen  

Jill Ludwig 

Deacons for this month   8:00 AM   J. Platfoot, T. Platfoot, I. Platfoot, L. Faler, D. Faler, D. Jenkins, L. Jenkins, D. Myers,  

                                                           C. Regula, A. Regula 

                10:30 AM  K. Frieders, J. Frieders, R. Sailor, S. Roach, M. Kohler, M. Kohler 

Grace at Worship ... 
The general tone for worship in the season 
of Pentecost, particularly during the sum-
mer months, is that of growth and flourish-
ing. This season of the liturgical year is a 
time for focusing on growing in discipleship, 
deepening our relationship with God, and 
faithful obedience in following Jesus Christ. 
The long season of green Sundays is often 
referred to as "Ordinary Time." The word 
“ordinary” connotes the designation of Sun-
days by ordinal numbers rather than special 

names. 
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Women of the Church 

Circle 1 

  Circle One met Wednesday, May 1, 2019. Nine members were 
present for the May meeting of circle one.  Deb Wright opened 
our meeting with a reading by Shelia Walsh, “Distant Rumble.”   
  Roll call was answered by naming something you did with your 
mother as a child.  Minutes of the April meeting were read and 
approved.  Treasurer, Marge, reported a balance of $246.33. 
  No collections will be made in May or June for WOC.  Susan 
Ware is still collecting items for Oesterlen Services through Sep-
tember.  Susan Ware noted that it is our turn to serve the next 
funeral dinner.  June is our annual “eat out” meeting.  It was de-
cided to meet at Split Decision restaurant at 12 noon for lunch. 
  Deb Wright led our Bible Study titled “Get Honest with God.”  
How we trust our friends is a reflection of how much we are will-
ing to trust God.  We must be willing to bring our questions and 
fears honestly to God.  Scripture in John 11 tells of Mary and Ma-
ratha responding to Lazarus’s death and the arrival of Jesus to 
their home.  God will listen to us, cry with us, and raise our hurts 
from the dead as sin tries to reign in us.  We have to believe for 
Him to raise us up from the tomb. 
  Our next meeting is June 5th at Split Decision restaurant.  Susan 
Ware will provide our “food for thought.” 
Submitted by Secretary Barb Wical 
 

 Circle 2  
  Circle Two met  Monday, April 29, 2019. Our bible study was on 
the woman with the issue of blood.  She suffered with an illness 
that attacked her body for more than twelve years.  She was an 
outcast because she was “unclean” and could not touch anyone.   
Her suffering tested her faith.  Her faith was rewarded when Je-
sus came into town.  She found the courage to go into town and 
believed if she could just touch Jesus she would be healed.    
She made her way through the crowd and was able to touch Je-
sus’s robe and was instantly healed.    
  She proved that even in our deepest suffering our faith grows 
when we hold on to Jesus during the dark times.  
  Roll call was answered by 6 members telling us their favorite 
summer plans.  
Treasurers report $133.52 
There was no old or new business.  
Our next meeting is June 3 @ 7pm with Vicki Kipker leading our 
next bible study.  
Meeting closed with prayer.  
Submitted by Secretary Elsa Stengel  

 

Circle 3 
  Circle Three met May 21, 2019 with 6 members answering roll 
call with a verse containing worship.  
  Nancy McName led the bible study entitled “Law &  Reconcilia-
tion”. Martin Luther proclaimed that since we who are people of 
faith remain sinners as long as we live in this world, we remain in 
need of God’s guidance. God is not impressed by those who go 
through motions of faith but deny reality of their sin and debts to 

others. Our actions should match our faith and as children of 
God, we will live in harmony with the scriptures. Forgiving is diffi-
cult and challenging & we strive to be reconciled with one another 
and live with love & peace, patience & kindness, and self-control 
in our hearts. 
 Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were given. Treasury balance 
$140.50. Business included helpers are needed for the June 15th 
garage sale –set –up time is June 14th. It will be held at the shel-
ter house. Breakfast on June 9th for the visiting prospect of the 
new pastor will be taken care of by the Friendship Committee.  
  Toni Leininger served a delicious peach cobbler adored with ice 
cream.  
  Meeting closed with prayers. 
Submitted by Secretary Nancy McName  
 

 

Men’s Ministry 
 

  Men of Grace met May 20, 2019. Meeting was opened with 
prayer given by Tom Elsass . The topic for our study was 
"Integrity and Authority - Paying Taxes to Caeser - Mark 12:13-
17". After the reading, all participated in follow-up discussion. 
After extended discussion, we try to obey civil government, but it 

is so complicated, we fail. 

  Our next month study will be "Blowing it - Peter denies Jesus - 

Luke 22: 54 - 62".  

  Next month's meeting is June 17th at 7:00 P.M. 

Meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer  
Submitted by Dennis Weaver   

 

 

Announcements 
 

  Mark your calendars: On June 9th we welcome Pastor Bert & 
Pastor Shelly Schultz to lead both 8:00 and 10:30 am services of 
Holy Communion. Between services, there will also be a meet-
and-greet for the congregation to attend. More specific details will 

be provided when we get closer to the date.  

  Starting Sunday May 26th - Aug 11th,  is Summer Sunday 
School.  We are looking for people to sign up to teach a Sun-
day.  You can teach whatever you would like.  There is a signup 
sheet in the basement and one on the bulletin board in the back 
of the church on the south side. You can call me to sign up as 

well, if they would like.  Thank you, Becky Copeland 

  On the Saturday morning of June 1st the parking lot will be 
utilized for the 5K Tiger Trot during Community Days. The church 

will also be locked during this time. Please plan accordingly.  

  There will only be an 8:00 am Worship Service on Sunday, 
June 2nd. There will be a Community Worship Service at the 

Community Days tent at 10:30 am.  

  Sunday, June 2 will be the Blessing of the Seeds and Soil at 
the 8:00 am service. Feel free to bring a soil sample and or water 

sample from your farm and garden.  
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Standing in the need of prayer … 
Our Military Personnel: Blake Zimpfer 

Those who are ill: 

Tim Gerber 

Landon Reese 

Ellie Ward 

Harriet Mann  

Doris Jean Frieders (Jack’s mom) 

Jodi Hinegardner (Doug Hinegardner’s sister) 

         Joy Gruetter (Wife of Pastor Paul Gruetter) 

Carol Cromes       

Bobbie Burton (Sharon Lenhart’s cousin) 

Henry Springer 

Holly McEldowney 

Phyllis Zorn 

Helen Buirley 

And others we name in our hearts 

Phil & Martha Menzel  

(Katie Woolley’s parents)         

Euanna & Tim Herndon    

Pastor Cathi Braasch 

 Loren & Gloria Kipker  

(Matt Kipker’s parents) 

Pastor Dan Snider 

(Pastor at Grace 1962-1979) 

Sunday, June 2: Blessing of the Seeds & Soil. 

Sunday, June 9: Pastors Bert & Shelly Schultz to Preach  

   at Both Services with Communion.  

Sunday, June 9: Luther League Leaves for New Jersey  

   Mission Trip, Returning June 14th.  

Saturday, June 15: Jackson Center Community Garage  

       Sales/ WOC Participating.  

Saturday, June 15: “Hands of Hope” Team #2.  

Sunday, June 16: Holy Trinity Sunday/ Father’s Day. 

VBS 2019 – The time is fast approaching for Grace Lutheran 
Vacation Bible School 2019.  The dates are July 29th – Aug. 
2nd.  Please prayerfully consider volunteering your time to help 
the youth of the area hear the Gospel for possibly the first time! 
The theme this year is ROAR, LIFE IS WILD, BUT GOD IS 
GOOD. ROAR takes place in Africa, and children will imagine 
they are on a trip to the Serengeti. This year, there is a website 
to log onto to register as a volunteer, and to also register stu-
dents.  This will make the planning much easier, and hopefully 
help with the registration bottleneck that always seems to occur 
on opening night. There will also be forms on the tables in the 
back of the church for those not computer oriented; but use of 
the website would be much appreciated.  The website is: 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/gracelutheranjc   

Please put paper forms in the offering plate, or leave on Nikki’s 
desk in church office.  Any questions, please contact Toni Lein-

inger 937-726-1755.  

Benefit for the Family Life Center and  
Library Improvements 

 

1/2 Outdoor Charcoal Grilled Chicken Dinner  
Sponsored by J.C. Sons of the American Legion 
 

Sunday, June 16th 11:30 AM -1:00 PM at the Jackson 
Center American Legion Hall.  
Tickets are PRE-SALE ONLY $8.00 – Eat in or Carry Out  
Available for Purchase at: Village Office or J.C. Library 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjmzrXS8a7fAhVPjoMKHQ6PAYoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fcoming-events-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw1a6i7all033-tNh-RxoHUR&ust=1545411393060333
https://vbspro.events/p/events/gracelutheranjc
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  The Mission Committee would love to get new members involved.  Please consider coming to a Mission Committee meeting to 
see what it is about and if you have any mission or fundraiser projects we would be glad to hear about them.  Our meetings are 
the first Wednesday of every month at 6:00 pm at the church.  Please contact Greg Woolley, Marilyn Kohler, Julie Klopfenstein, 

Marge Beam, or Marcia Davis if you would like further details. 
 

  Once again the Mission Committee will be posting the list of members that many need help with summer projects.  We do have a 
list of senior members that we have helped in the past, but we want to make sure we are not leaving anyone out that feels they 
many need help this summer.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to Greg Woolley (538-1888) or Julie Klopfenstein (726-6402) if 
you would like to be on that list, or if you think of a member who should be on that list.  We would like to get our list completed by 
May 31st so that we can get this out the first part of June.  For those that are able, please consider signing up to help and/or visit 
one of these members.  This is a great thing to do as a family as well and it is such a fulfilling project for all ages and parties in-
volved.  You definitely build a lasting relationship with your fellow Christian brothers and sisters!   

  A Message of Gratitude to Rick Russell  

        from the Choir 

          The Top Ten Reasons Choir is a Labor of Love   

 1.  We love to sing!   

 2.  We love our Lord and Savior and we love to sing His praises! 

 3.  We love the music you choose for us to sing!  It speaks to us and enriches our worship.   

 4.  We love being part of the Music Ministry at Grace and pray that  our music message will speak to those who hear our songs. 

 5.  We love the trust that you have in us - always confident that whatever music you put in front of us, we can sing it! 

 6.  We love the fact that when we can't sing the music you put in  front of us, that music often just mysteriously disappears from  

     our folders.  There's never any disappointment or scolding, it  just disappears.  Now we know that the same music that  

     mysteriously disappeared from our folders may one day reappear  again but with your assurance that we'll get it.  You'll break it  

     down part by part, phrase by phrase, note by note, and we'll rehearse it over and over and over again.  It is a proud moment  

     when we stand before the congregation to present that anthem knowing the challenge that we overcame! 

 7.  We love the smile that comes over your face when we successfully get through a troublesome phrase in our Sunday       

     anthem and we love that same smile that comes over your face when we don't quite successfully get through a troublesome  

     phrase in our Sunday anthem.   

 8.  We love the fellowship that we as choir members share.  We are a family bound by our love of music, our love for our God, and  

     our love for each other! 

 9.  We love that we always have a song in our heart and we know that those songs, like our God, will never leave us! 

10.  We love that you are our choir director and that you DO truly make choir a labor of love!  We thank you and love you for  

     your time and dedication to the choir!  God bless you!   

            Members of Grace Choir 
 

P.S. To members of the congregation who love to sing, we invite you to join us in the choir loft next year to be part of the Music 

Ministry at Grace. It truly is a labor of love.  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fchoir-clipart-cad191b07bb28da87630586a37aa952e.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fchoir-clip-art-free-download&docid=X2sPDfZG40ZEZM&tbnid=i0rjNrJpitlR
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Thank you’s 
 

  “ I would like to say thank you to everyone for their care and 
concern during my recovery from foot surgery. For all the well 
wishes, and cards and to daughter Traci for covering us with 
food during the beginning weeks. Also to the choir for their care 
and support. I appreciated it all so much!  God Bless,”.      
Linda Jenkins 
 
 

  I would like to thank the entire church for such an amazing con-
firmation & for the plaque with my verse on it. I am glad to be a 
part of such an amazing church.  
Sierra DeWeese 

    
 

  Special Thanks to Shirley Schindel & Kay Byrd, Women of 
Grace’s High School Senior Quilt Makers. 
 
 

  Thank you for your prayers, cards and comfort shown to us 
during our time of loss. Thank you to the women of the church for 
the delicious meal provided for us and a special thanks to Pastor 
Cathi for time spent with Luther during his last hours and the 
words of comfort to the family. Again, thank you,  
The Luther Mann Family   
 
 

  I would like to thank you for the plague with my bible verse that 
I chose for my confirmation this year.  Also, a special thank you 
to the volunteers and Pastor Cathi for all the kindness, guidance, 
and support you have shown me.  It has meant a lot to me over 
the past 2 years.  I really appreciated it.         
Bryson Roberts  
 

 

  I would like to thank the congregation for the plague with my 
bible verse for confirmation.  It will be a daily reminder of my con-
firmation vows.  Also, I would like to thank Pastor Cathi, Bonnie 
Kaufman, Marie Heintz, and Brandt Mann for the great learning 
experience, life benefits, and support that I have received over 
the last two years. 
Kaiden Hinegardner 
 

 

 

WOC is Having a Church Yard Sale! 

Friday, June 14 and Saturday, June 15 

Friday 4:00 pm—6:30 pm 

Saturday 8:00 AM—?  
Located in the Church Shelter House.  

 

All Proceeds from the 
sale are going towards 
the Parsonage repair 

projects.  
 

Volunteer's needed to 
help work at the sale. 
Sign up sheet is at the 
back of the Church. 

Thank you’s 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdumielauxepices.net%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fchurch-clipart-yard-sale-892152-7955648.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdumielauxepices.net%2Fchurch-clipart%2Fchurch-clipart-yard-sale&docid=HMSiifKs-w227M&tb
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjz5eXembLiAhXJjVQKHV_cDBwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fchurch-news-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw3wxJ0VNc82LDhrmUn9-lUD&ust=1558719715536323
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     607 South Main Street 
     PO Box 328  
     Jackson Center, OH 45334 
 
     Phone: 937-596-6516 
     Fax: 937-596-0516 

            E-mail: graceelc@embarqmail.com 

Update on Call Process 

   First and foremost, thank you to the members of the Call Committee for their dedication throughout this call process. Members of 
the Call Committee include: Greg Woolley (Chair), Dennis Weaver, Abby Pence, Ian Platfoot, Toni Leininger, Connie Schneider, 
and Shelby Fite. They have put in many, many hours to put Grace in a good position moving forward. When you see these mem-

bers, I encourage you to thank them for their hard work.  

   On May 19th during the time of adult Sunday School, the CAC and Call Committee led an informational forum regarding the pas-
toral lead. After hours of interviews with multiple candidates, the Call Committee unanimously felt that Pastor Bert & Pastor Shelly 
Schultz (husband and wife) would be a great fit for Grace. Pastor Bert and Pastor Shelly turned in their profile seeking to answer 
our call for one pastor as a shared ministry.  In other words, this is “One call shared by two people”. After meeting Pastor Bert 

and Pastor Shelly on April 25th, the CAC unanimously approved to move forward in the call process.  

   In their combined 43 years of ministry experience, they have successfully had a shared ministry for over 8 years. The Schultz’s 
have a son who graduated high school on May 25th in their home state of Wisconsin. They have spent the majority of their time 
serving rural congregations throughout their ministry experience, as Pastor Bert enjoys hunting and fishing. Pastor Shelly’s hobby 

includes knitting.  

   During the informational forum, the CAC presented a proposed compensation package which was unanimously approved by the 
CAC during a special meeting on May 17th. During the forum, several good questions were asked by members of Grace, and the 
overall sense from those present was a sense of approval. If you would like to see the proposed compensation package, please e-
mail me at   a_klopfenstein@jctigers.org  and I would be happy to e-mail you a PDF file of the package. You can also stop in the 
church office and pick one up from Nikki. If you have any questions about the compensation package, feel free to give me a call at 

(937) 489-3647.  

   Moving forward, a timeline is given below. I highly encourage you to attend at least one of the services on June 9th where you will 

have an opportunity to worship a service led by Pastor Bert and Pastor Shelly.  

June 9th 

 

June 12th 

Regular June CAC meeting at 6:00 a.m. Finalize everything for call and special meeting on June 16th if both parties wish to 

move forward 

June 16th 

Special Congregational meeting held at 9:15 to vote on call and compensation package.  

August 15th – September 1st  

Potential dates for Pastor Bert and Pastor Shelly to arrive, given that the congregation approves the call and compensation 

package on June 16th  

   I feel very confident that I speak on behalf of the CAC and the Call Committee when I express how excited we are about this op-
portunity to bring Pastor Bert and Pastor Shelly into our congregation. Please continue to pray that the Holy Spirit leads both Grace 

and the Schultz’s in a direction that will help glorify God’s Kingdom. 

Thank you, 

Aaron Klopfenstein  

8:00 

Traditional Service led by 

Pastor Bert/Shelly 

9:00 – 9:30 

Member meet and greet 

in Sanctuary 

9:30 – 10:00 

Breakfast served by 

Women of the Church 

10:00 – 10:30 

Member meet and greet 

in Sanctuary 

10:30 

Contemporary Service 
led by Pastor Bert/Shelly 

Rev. Dr. Cathi Braasch, STS 

308-991-8613 

gracepastor1517@jcgracelutheran.org 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church                                                NALC 

 

    Office hours: M-F 8am — 1 pm 

mailto:graceelc@embarqmail.com
mailto:a_klopfenstein@jctigers.org
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     
 

 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 

2 Seventh Sunday of 

Easter 
Blessing of the Seeds & 
Soil 

8:00 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Community   
Worship Service 

 
Deanna Apgar 

3 
7:00 pm Circle 2 

 
 
 
 
 
Reed Platfoot 
Shirley Stengel 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Austin Regula 
Eldon Wical 

5 
12:00 noon Circle 1 
5:30 pm CAC Exe. 
Committee Meeting 
6:00 pm Mission 
Committee Meeting 
 
 
 
Dave Herndon 

6 
7:00 pm Praise 
Band 

 
 
 
Aliyah Monnin 
Brian & Leslie  
Regula* 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jerry Mann 

8 
Faler Bridal Shower 
12-2 
 
 
 

9 Day of Pentecost 

8:00 am Worship 
9:00 am Meet & Greet  
9:15 am Sunday School 
9:30 am Breakfast 
10:00 am Meet & Greet 
10:30 am Worship w/ Com. 
12:00-4:00 pm Ware Baby 
shower 
6:30 pm Pro. Live . 4-H 
Matt Klopfenstein 
Wyatt Shaffer 
Bruce & Connie Smith* 
Greg & Jen  Woolley* 

10 
Luther League 
Mission Trip to 
New Jersey  
9-14 
 
 
 
 
Sheila Burch 
Mike Copeland 
Dan Wildermuth 
Pat & Jenny Knouff* 

11 
Luther League Mis-
sion Trip to New 
Jersey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nancy McName 

12 
6:00 am CAC  
Meeting 
 

Luther League Mission 
Trip to New Jersey 
 
 
 
 
Dan Roberts 
Dan & Connie  
Steenrod* 

13 
7:00 pm Praise Band 
 
Luther League Mis-
sion Trip to New 
Jersey 
 
 
 
 
Dawn Beelman 
Steve Klopfenstein 
Ralph Sailor 

14 
Luther League 
Mission Trip to 
New Jersey 
 

WOC G. Sale @ 
Shelter House 
3:30-6:30 pm 
 
Kristen Davis 
Ethan Fite 
Dave & Cindy  
Herndon* 

15 
11:00 am Hands of 
Hope Meal - 
Team  # 2 
 
WOC Garage Sale 
@ Shelter House 
8:00 am-2:00 pm 
 
Sierra DeWeese 
Lanny Metz 
Brandt & Christina 
Mann* 

16 The Holy Trinity 
Father’s Day 
8:00 am Worship w/ Com.  
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
Katie Woolley 

17 
7:00 pm Men’s 
Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phillip Brenner 
Emily Knouff 

18 
7:00 pm Circle 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rick Sailor 
Alan & Jennifer 
Byrd* 
Abigail Stinebaugh 

20 
7:00 pm  Praise Band 
 
 
 
 
 
John Janssen 
Cary-Ware Masteller 
Jerry & Jennifer  
Downing* 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hannah Wolf 
Chris & Rhonda 
Burch* 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jason & Lisa Wright* 

23 2nd Sunday after 

Pentecost 
8:00 am Worship 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship w/ Com. 
 
Luke & Allissa Creager* 
 

30 3rd. Sunday after 

Pentecost 
8:00 am Worship 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
 
Peyton Wells 

24 
10:00 am– 3:00 
pm Fish  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matt & Vicki Kipker* 
Asher Scmerge 

25 
2:15 pm Fair  
Haven 
Debbie Russell & Rick 
Russell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tanya  
Hinegardner 
Kelly York  
Lane Bergman 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Patty Mann 
Seth Regula 
Jim & Marcia Davis* 

27 
7:00 pm Praise Band 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spencer Yinger 
Larry & Betty  
Symonds* 

28 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtney Ratermann 
Tanner Hilbun 
Tim & Dianne Davis* 
Tom & Darlene  
Woolley* 
Mark & Linda Byrne* 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartmonk.com%2Fcontent%2Fuploads%2Fha%2Fhappy-fathers-day.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartmonk.com%2Ffree-june-clipart&docid=Y0SZsYDIym2xUM&tbnid=cbUJOFQwyPblSM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwilyOGO_Z3iAhWTop4KHcsKC
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F03%2Fjune-clipart-2019-13.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fjune-clipart-image-60243%2F&docid=paH9GptJhtREJM&tbnid=jC3zlebOiekRnM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwil
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartmax.com%2Fpng%2Fmiddle%2F64-647410_kids-at-the-beach-clip-art-june-clipart.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartmax.com%2Fmiddle%2Fm2i8H7b1m2N4m2H7_kids-at-the-beach-clip-art-june-clipart%2F
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The Mission of Grace... 
 

       Glorify God 

       Reach Out To The Unchurched 

       Accept And Share God’s Love 

       Come Together In His Name 

       Equip People to Reach Christlike Maturity  

Grace on-line  
Visit us at: 

www.jcgracelutheran.org 
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