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Time Out for Advent 
 

About the time this issue of Amazing Grace arrives in your mail or appears on 
your computer screen, you might just be ready for a little time-out. A break from 
digging out after Black Friday and from other pre-holiday preparations, respite from 
shopping lists and other seasonal stuff.  

Good news! The Christian year has a built-in break, a time out, a wake-up call, 
and it’s starting soon.  It’s called Advent. In 2018, Advent starts on Sunday, Decem-
ber 2 through Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 2018. Think of this time as the countdown to 
Christmas, The Nativity of Our Lord. 

Advent-keeping invites us to take time out for Christ – the newborn Babe of 
Bethlehem and the grown-up Christ who, though once dead, is now alive again for-
ever and coming back for us when we least expect Him. The Bible readings for the 
four Sundays in Advent are wake-up calls to both the church and the surrounding 
culture. Words of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love sound out through the Sunday read-
ings in Advent, striking a chord that “I’ll be Home for Christmas” and other secular 
holiday jingles simply cannot match.    

As fun as they are, holiday trappings and beloved customs pale in compar-
ison to Jesus’ preparations for those who believe Him, receive Him in faith, and 
await His coming again. Forgiveness. Reconciliation. Everlasting life. Refuge in the 
face of sin, death and the power of the evil one. These have no need of our gift 
wrapping.  They came pre-wrapped, incarnate in the One for whom the Christ-Mass 
is kept.  They are gifts to be received gratefully, in faith, and shared freely. 

As Christians --pastors, parents and people in the pews -- we’re all called to 
put first things first. May we not succumb to the siren-songs that would turn these 
holy days into cheap substitutes for true joy. In all our doings this season, may we 
make ample time and space for being prepared, in Word, Sacrament, worship, 
prayer and anticipation. Christ is our Alpha and Omega, our beginning and our end. 
Let’s put Him first, front and center, not only in Advent but for all the days until 
earthly time turns into eternity.  

As we prepare for Christmas, may we heed the time-outs and wake-up calls 
given by the Word we hear on the Sundays during Advent. When our children or, 
for that matter, the children in us run after the culture in our holiday preparations, 
may we re-focus our hearts and homes on the reason for the season.    

 If there’s to be any excess at this time of year, let it be in sharing the holy 
mysteries and in preparing to welcome Christ our Lord in simplicity, humility and 
hope. In these holy mysteries, there’s no limit on how our Lord will continue to pre-
pare His people for that great, coming celebration around the throne of grace.      

Wake up! Believe. Repent. Be prepared for our Lord Jesus Christ to come 
again.  A blessed Advent and Christmas to follow, from my home to yours.  

     Pastor Cathi 
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Church Administrative Council Minutes 
November 14, 2018 

 Call to Order: CAC President Jason Platfoot  
Devotions: Jason Platfoot 
Secretary’s Report: The October 2018 CAC meeting was 
called to order by President Jason Platfoot. Pastor Cathi 
Braasch led devotions from  – Habakkuk 2:2-4 . There were no 
questions concerning the September secretary’s report.  Dar-
lene Woolley presented the treasurer’s report.  It was noted that 
the current balances are comparable to balances a year ago 
and that we are meeting expenses. Following the secretary and 
treasurer’s reports further business was dispensed and mem-
bers present proceeded with a mission/vision workshop.  CAC 
members plus committee chairs/committee representatives as 
well as Sunday School Board members and candidates for CAC 
were in attendance.  The purpose was to review the mission of 
Grace Lutheran Church as well as to work on creating a vision 
for Grace.  Priorities for Grace were discussed.  Members 
watched and discussed the video “Our Iceberg is Melting”.  
Those attending were asked to share their vision.  Kristen Davis 
and Aaron Klopfenstein agreed to put together a vision state-
ment for the CAC to consider. The meeting adjourned with pray-
er.  
Financial Report: Darlene Woolley  
Old Business: Path forward on the Call 
New Business: Dates for the path forward would be set for De-
cember 8th from 8-10 a.m. 
Call team to be approved and voted on for nominations   
Committee Reports 
Choice- Jason Platfoot  No report received 
Education- Darlene Woolley  No report received 
Mission- Marilyn Kohler Mission Committee met last Wednes-
day night November 7th  and started working on our smart goal 
and budget for the CAC.  Struggling with figuring out our budget. 
Our pork loin dinner will be Jan. 19th from 4:30 - 6:30, $7.00 a 
ticket.  Pastor asked us to discuss her trip to Africa this coming 
summer, she would like to stop by the orphanage while there 
and wants someone from leadership to go with her.  No one 
from the Mission Committee is able to do this, but maybe ap-
proaching the Tanzania board or opening it up to the congrega-
tion would be an 
option.  Thoughts??  Greg is looking into transfer fee's to try to 
save some money and Marge is sending letters out to donors 
with the happenings at the orphanage for updates. 
Endowment- Jill Ludwig No report received 
Friendship- Anne Shroyer The friendship committee will be 
providing refreshments for the Thanksgiving eve service.  
Lay/ Witness- Connie Schneider   
The committee met on Sunday Nov 11 and  reported a total of 8 
visits / 3 of these were served commuion.  
Old Business- we are grateful for the great results of our 
Thrivent Action Team with a total of 60 blankets made.  25 blan-
kets were delivered to Lima Veteran's walk in clinic this past 
Friday, and balance will be delivered to Dayton on Nov. 26,  

leaving the church at 11:30, eating at a family restaurant called 
"Georges" and deliver the blankets around 1:30 - 2 pm. There is a 
sign up sheet on the back tables for Christmas in the Village meal 
served at the Methodist church Dec. 2nd 4:30 to 6:30 pm. Need 
hot dogs and buns, shredded chicken for sand and buns, des-
serts, and a couple volunteers to help serve. Went over the Goals 
and Budget sheet for CAC. Filled it out the best we could, and 
attached a list of all our projects which is our goals. Visiting, send-
ing cards, serving communion, new baby gift bags and ect! We 
also took inventory of items we have for the Baby gift bags, and 
Susan will use the balance of the Thrivent card to buy items need-
ed. 
Next meeting will be Jan. 13th, 2019- no meeting in December! 
Property & Trustee- Tom Schindel & Rick Sailor  No report re-
ceived    
Youth-  Aaron Klopfenstein - Gospel gang had a great turn out for 
their October meeting. During the November meeting they made 
ornaments to pass out while caroling in December. Luther League 
has began serving their monthly breakfasts. They will be selling 
candy during the holiday season and plan on adopting a family for 
Christmas.  
Worship- Kristen Davis - Worship Committee met November 6, 
2018 Attendees: Pastor Cathi, Nancy McName, Toni Leininger, 
Jen Woolley, and Kristen Davis. The November meeting opened 
with reading of evening prayer and prayers in sanctuary.  The 
committee welcomed new member Jen Woolley and began by 
reviewing the worship committee calendar.  September 9 – 
Thanks to Garrett Serr and Greg Woolley for their lay leadership 
during the service.  We appreciate their willingness to serve. No-
vember 4 – All Saints Sunday.  Thanks to Toni Leininger for the 
powerpoint of names and pictures for the saints who have died in 
the past year. Candle table and list of names in bulletin were inad-
vertently omitted.  Noted for next year’s planning. Advent and 
Christmas Season Christmas Decorating – Greg and Jen Woolley 
have graciously volunteered to lead the church decorating again 
this year.   They will finalize the schedule and publish in bulletin. 
Advent Readings – Weekly opening readings will be led by fami-
lies and/or groups.  A sign up sheet will be placed in the back of 
the church. Christmas Eve Services – Need to add deacons and 
greeters for 7:00 pm service. December 30 – Need to finalize time 
for one service.  We will seek guidance from CAC and Education 
committee to determine a consistent schedule for Sunday School 
and worship on Sundays with one service. Lent, Holy Week, and 
Easter Schedule Schedule will be set at January meeting. Pastor 
Cathi will explore video series options at Lenten midweek ser-
vices. Other updates include the Altar Committee welcoming new 
members Connie Schneider and Karen Hatfield and Jason and 
April Platfoot. The committee concluded with discussion on goal 
setting and will draft a goal to be circulated with other commit-
tees.  The budget to be requested is same as last year. The next 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 8 at 7:00 pm. 
Pastor Report      As printed 
Commits and Questions to the reports as printed 
Adjourn with Lord’s Prayer  
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Committee Reports 
 

 

Choice Committee:  No Report Received 
 

Education Committee : No Report Received 
 

Endowment Committee:  No Report Received 
 

Friendship Committee: No Report Received 
 

Lay Ministry/Witness Committee: Met November 11, 2018. 
Barb Elsass opened our meeting reading 1 Peter 5:7-9.  Mem-
bers reported 8 visits with shut-ins and 3 received communion.  
We reviewed the shut-in list.  Linda Jenkins will check with the 
church office  to update addresses.  Linda Jenkins reported that 
25 fleece blankets were taken to the Lima Veteran's Walk in 
Clinic for distribution.  She shared pictures from the Lima TV 
station's coverage of the event. Ron Leininger delivered 7 blan-
kets to veterans at the Sidney Care Center.  The remaining 28 
blankets will be delivered to the Dayton VA Center on November 
26th.  These blankets are the product of the project" Warming 
Our Vets" completed by the Thrivent Action Team.  We thank the 
many volunteers who helped make this a very successful pro-
ject. Plans are underway for our participation in the meal served 
during Christmas in the Village celebration. There is a sign up 
sheet at the back of the church seeking food donations and serv-
ers. Linda Jenkins and Barb Elsass reported that sympathy 
cards and Stephen's Ministry books for our members who are 
grieving are up to date.  Linda Jenkins presented a request from 
the CAC concerning goal setting and budget requests.  She 
shared information she had supplied and we discussed and 
completed the rest of the form together.  As winter and snowy 
Sundays are rapidly approaching, we are offering to arrange 
transportation for anyone needing a ride to church.  Also, if walk-
ing from the parking lot to the door is a problem for you we can 
arrange for someone to meet you at the end of the ramp and 
park your car.  If you are interested in any of these services, 
please contact the church office and a member of the Lay Wit-
ness ministry will be in touch with you to make those arrange-
ments. With no further business, the meeting was closed with 
the Lord's Prayer. We will not meet in December.  Our next 
meeting will be on January 13th and Linda Jenkins will have de-
votions. Following the meeting members took an inventory of our 
baby bag items.  Susan Ware will use the remainder of our 
Thrivent funds to buy needed baby items.   
Respectfully submitted, Secretary, Susan Ware 
Mission Committee:  Met on Wednesday, November 6th, and 
started working on our smart goals and budget for the new year. 
Our pork loin dinner will be Jan. 19th from 4:30 - 6:30, $7.00 a 
ticket.  Pastor Cathi reported that during her teaching mission 
trip to Malawi, Africa this coming summer, she would like to visit 
the orphanage in Tanzania. She is requesting someone from our 
congregation to go also.  If there is anyone from the congrega-
tion that might be able to go, please let Pastor know as soon as 
possible, so that details can be worked out. Greg is looking into 
transfer fee's to try to save some money and Marge is sending 
letters out to donors with the happenings at the orphanage for 
updates.  Submitted by Marilyn Kohler. 

 Property Committee: Property and Trustee report for the last 
2 months as follows: Breaker replacement for lower unit com-
pleted, expand mailbox for teams in front office completed, re-
pair of the north entry doors complete, request bib for window 
repair by Best Door Sales repair to start, request for security 
system for the office completed, and choir speaker repaired. 
Additional goal for 2018 construct property maintenance / up-

grade grid for future reference.  Submitted by Tom Schindel. 
   

Worship Committee: Worship Committee met  November 6, 
2018. Attendees: Pastor Cathi, Nancy McName, Toni Leininger, 
Jen Woolley, and Kristen Davis. The November meeting 
opened with reading of evening prayer and prayers in sanctu-
ary.  The committee welcomed new member Jen Woolley and 

began by reviewing the worship committee calendar.   

September 9 – Thanks to Garrett Serr and Greg Woolley for 
their lay leadership during the service.  We appreciate their 

willingness to serve. 

November 4 – All Saints Sunday.  Thanks to Toni Leininger for 
the powerpoint of names and pictures for the saints who have 
died in the past year. Candle table and list of names in bulletin 

were inadvertently omitted.  Noted for next year’s planning. 

Advent and Christmas Season 

Christmas Decorating – Greg and Jen Woolley have graciously 
volunteered to lead the church decorating again this year. They 

will finalize the schedule and publish in bulletin. 

Advent Readings – Weekly opening readings will be led by fam-
ilies and/or groups.  A sign up sheet will be placed in the back 

of the church. 

Christmas Eve Services – Need to add deacons and greeters 

for 7:00 pm service. 

December 30 – Need to finalize time for one service.  We will 
seek guidance from CAC and Education committee to deter-
mine a consistent schedule for Sunday School and worship on 

Sundays with one service. 

Lent, Holy Week, and Easter Schedule 

Schedule will be set at January meeting. Pastor Cathi will ex-

plore video series options at Lenten midweek services. 

Other updates include the Altar Committee welcoming new 
members Connie Schneider and Karen Hatfield and Jason and 
April Platfoot. The committee concluded with discussion on goal 
setting and will draft a goal to be circulated with other commit-

tees.  The budget to be requested is same as last year. 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 8 at 7:00 

pm. Submitted by Kristen Davis. 

Youth: Gospel gang had a great turn out for their October 
meeting. During the November meeting they made ornaments 
to pass out while caroling in December.  Luther League has 
began serving their monthly breakfasts. They will be selling 
candy during the holiday season and plan on adopting a family 

for Christmas.  Submitted by Aaron Klopfenstein.  
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Come and Pray and Plan! Saturday, December 8, 8-
10 AM Grace’s “Path Forward” continues with a 

morning of Bible Study, Prayer, and Reflection on calling the 
next pastor. What leadership characteristics are needed in the 
next pastor? We’ll start developing that list using Scripture and 
Grace’s mission and ministry statement as our guide. Also, 
come meet the seven Grace members who have accepted the 
CAC’s appointment to serve on the call committee: Dennis 
Weaver, Connie Schneider, Greg Woolley, Abby Pence, Shelby 
Mann-Fite, Toni Leininger & Ian Platfoot. They were appointed 
per Grace Constitution By law 14.7: “When a pastoral vacancy 
occurs, a CALL COMMITTEE of seven (7) voting members, 
representing a cross section of the congregation shall be ap-

pointed by the CAC”. Open to all voting members of Grace. 
 

Grace Carol Service. You are invited to 
the annual Carol Service here at Grace. 
The Carol Service is scheduled for Sun-
day, December 9, at the 8:00 worship 
service. The program will feature: devo-
tional readings pertaining to Advent and 

Christmas; anthems sung by the adult choir; and of 
course, the singing of many of our favorite and cherished 
Christmas carols. Plan to join the Grace choir as we sing 
together and celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior at 
this year’s Carol Service on December 9 at 8:00 am. 
 

NOTICE TO ALL HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS FOR 2019 

IT WAS DISCUSSED AND VOTED ON AT OUR BOARD 

MEETING AUG 15, 2018 THAT WE WILL FOLLOW THE 

GUIDELINES OF THE CAC WHICH SAYS TO BE AN ACTIVE 

MEMBER OF GRACE CONGREGATION YOU HAVE TO 

HAVE COMMUNED AT LEAST 3 TIMES THROUGHOUT THE 

YEAR.  If a high school senior has communed at least 3 times 

thru the year they would be eligible to have a personal quilt 

made from their T-shirts by the Women of the Church. They 

can submit no more than 10 pictures and 25 T-shirts. They will 

receive a letter in Jan 2019 with more explanation.  The WOC 

Board members . 

The Young at Heart will be not be meeting in December. They 

will meet on January 30, 2019, February 27, 2019 and March 

27, 2019. We invite you to join us and have good fellowship! All 

meetings begin at 1:30 pm. 

Luther League pick-up for homemade candy 
is on Sunday, December 9th.  At the church 
services. Orders are to be placed by Decem-
ber 2nd.  Order forms are available in the 
church office and the Sunday bulletin.  

Children’s Christmas Program  
will be December 16th at the  
10:30 am. Worship Service.  

Gospel Gang will once again be Christmas 
caroling for our December meeting. Please 
join us December 5th at 6:00 as we go out 
into the community and sing. This event is 
for anyone that would like to join us. We will 
also need adult drivers to help with trans-
porting our young population. When you are finished caroling 
please join us back at church to warm up with some cookies and 

hot chocolate. 

 

Anyone interested in electronic giving, please stop in the 

office and fill out a authorization form.  
 

The High School Sunday School Class is still in need of a 

new teacher.  

Also needed: another leader to help with the opening and clos-
ing of Sunday School for the K-6 classes.   If you are interested, 
or feel called, please contact Garrett Serr at 937-638-9165 or 

gserr@wilsonhealth.org or Pastor Cathi. 

Volunteers Needed:  The FISH sign-up sheet is at the back of 
the church, so please volunteer your time to sort clothing, dish-
es, toys, linens, curtains, shoes, etc. at the FISH facility in Sid-

ney, 4th Monday of the month from 10:00am – 3:00 pm.     

Volunteers Needed: The audio video department is in need of 
people to operate the AV system at the 10:30 worship service. If 
you are interested, please contact Toni Leininger at 937 596-

5389.                   

Offering envelopes for next year are available for pick up at 

the back of the church. 

https://gallery.yopriceville.com/var/albums/Free-Clipart-Pictures/Christmas-PNG/Transparent_Christmas_Candy_Canes_with_Mistletoe_PNG_Clipart_Picture.png?m=1434276845
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fubisafe.org%2Fimages%2Fhosannas-clipart-kid.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fubisafe.org%2Fexplore%2Fhosannas-clipart-kid%2F&docid=WFLgWMYMZG0baM&tbnid=mr3EbK284PcSmM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjttdGktuPeAhXM3YMKHSHuA4IQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjBxfXxsePeAhVO_oMKHTwGBDkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Flaoblogger.com%2Ffree-kids-christmas-caroling-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw2_aBnsArYXObSOqz1_BboW&ust=15428176267
mailto:gserr@wilsonhealth.org
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Advent is a time of waiting and expectant 
watching for the coming of the Messiah. We 
wait for the Christ child in the manger in Beth-
lehem, but also for the return of Christ in all of 
his glory on that last day. The tone of our wor-
ship should reflect the theological tension be-
tween wistful waiting and joyful anticipation. In 
the Church we are called to put aside the trap-
pings of the world in this season before Christ-
mas, and wait patiently for the King of kings. 

Worship Servants for Sundays in December 2018 
 First Sunday of 

Advent 

December 2 

Second Sun-
day of Advent 

December 9 

Third Sunday 
of Advent 

December 16 

Fourth Sunday 
of Advent 

December 23 

Nativity of Our 
Lord  

December 24 

Nativity of 
Our Lord 

December 25 

First Sunday 
in Christmas 

December 30 

Lessons 
Jere 33:14-16; 
Ps 25:1-10; 1 
The 3:9-13; Luk 
21:25-36 

Mal 3:1-7b; Ps 
66:1-12; Phi 
1:2-11; Luk 
3:1-14 

Zep 3:14-20; Ps 
85; Phi 4:4-7; 
Luk 7:18-28 

Mic 5:2-5a; Ps 
8:1-7; Heb 
10:5-10; Luk 
1:39-45 

Isa 9:2-7; Ps 
96; Tit 2:11-
14; Luk 2:1-14 

Isa 52:7-10; 
Ps 2; Heb 
1:1-6; Joh 
1:1-14 

Exo 13;1-3a, 
11-15; Ps 
111; Col 
3:12-17; Luk 
2:22-40 

 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 7:00 PM 9:00 AM 9:00 AM 

Organists Nancy McName Nancy McName Nancy McName Nancy McName 
Nancy 

McName 

Nancy 

McName 

Nancy 

McName 

Acolytes 
Macy  

Klopfenstein 

Kaiden  

Hinegardner 
Bryson Roberts  

Macy  

Klopfenstein 
TBD 

Kaiden  

Hinegardner 

Bryson  

Roberts 

Lay  

Readers 
Bonnie Kaufman Choir Service Linda Jenkins Patty Mann TBD None Greg Woolley 

 10:30 AM 10:30 AM  10:30 AM  10:30 AM  10:30 PM   

Acolytes Maleah Kipker Trever Huber Sierra DeWeese 
Caitlyn  

Barhorst 
Maleah Kipker None  

Lay  

Readers 

Aaron  

Klopfenstein 
Jerry Mann 

Shirley 

DeWeese 

Gabrielle  

Woolley 
Rick Russell None  

Communion 

Preparation 

Jason, Trent & 

Ian Platfoot 
Sandy Roach 

Lyle & Dalton 

Faler 
Kay Frieders 

Dick & Linda 

Jenkins 

Dick & Linda 

Jenkins 
 

A/V  Jill Ludwig Lisa Wright No AV Lisa Wright None None  

Song   

Leaders 

Melody  

Schneider 

Betsy Wells 

Rick Sailor 

Kassie Ludwig 

Rita Metz 

Jill Ludwig 

Kay Frieders 

Cheryl Janssen 

Greg Woolley 

Rachel Sailor  

Rick Sailor 

Kay Frieders 

   

 Deacons for this month     8:00 AM J. Platfoot, T. Platfoot, I. Platfoot, L. Faler, D. Faler, D. Jenkins, L. Jenkins, C. Wildermuth, A. Regula 

               10:30 AM   K. Frieders, J. Frieders, S. Roach 

Grace at Worship ... 

The Season 
of Advent 

Schedule Change for December 30th. Sunday School will be at 8:00 AM followed by one 

worship service at 9:00 AM. 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/774666.htm
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Women of the Church 

WOC Board Minutes 
November 25, 2018 

 

A light meal of chicken salad, and other yummy food was served 
by Circle 1 and was enjoyed by all.  
Our guest speaker was Susan Sunshine from Osterlen in Spring-
field. She talked of all the services they offer the community and 
other areas. They are a not for profit business and serve both 
adults and youth. She was very interesting explaining all the dif-
ferent kinds of help they offer.  Circle 3 provided the rest of the 
program with the “Christmas Story with song” to follow readings 
from scripture, and then we had a little fun with gift bags and the 
“Left & Right Nativity Story” game.  Business:  Secretary report 
read and approved, treasurer reported a balance of $1533.90. 
Roll Call was answered with 8 members from circle 1, 2 members 
from circle 2, 5 members from circle 3, and 2 visitors. No reports 
from Mission groups. We had decided at our Aug Board meeting 
to send the offering for tonight’s meeting  along with $100 to Os-
terlen, but the $100 was voted on to raise it to $200 along with 
the $73.25 taken up in the offering. Anne Shroyer made the mo-
tion, seconded by Lori Wiswell.  Also it was put into a motion by 
Anne Shroyer to sponsor a Secondary student in Tanzania with 
$920 again this year. Motion made by Anne Shroyer, seconded 
by Sharon Lenhart. No further business meeting was closed by 
praying the Lord’s Prayer, and singing the first verse of Silent 
Night.  Secretary, Linda Jenkins 
 

Circle 1 

Circle 1 met on Wednesday, November 7th with 8 members in 
attendance.  Marge Beam opened our meeting with 2 poems.  
Susan Ware read the minutes and Marge reported $223.54 in our 
treasury. 
Vice President Paula March reminded us that our November ser-
vice project is the collection of personal care items for the Alpha 
Center.  Paula mentioned that items are needed for the communi-
ty Thanksgiving dinner.  Plans were finalized for the Women's 
Joint meeting on November 25th and for our Circle Christmas 
gathering on December 5th.  She presented a preview of materi-
als recommended for consideration for our 2019 Bible studies.  
All agreed that any of the preview materials would be acceptable.    
Marge led our Bible study.  We met Christine - a young mother 
and devoted church volunteer who was diagnosed with cancer.  
She questioned what she had done to deserve this punishment 
from God.  Her minister explained that pain and suffering entered 
the world when Adam and Eve sinned as they disobeyed God in 
the Garden of Eden. Now we are part of that fallen world and are 
not immune to pain and suffering but we have been released from 
the burden of sin when God in His great love for us sent Jesus to 
carry our sins to the cross.  As baptized Children of God we have 
the assurance of knowing that when the trials of life are upon us, 
we are not alone.  God is with us, watching over, protecting, and 
caring for us.  We can find peace in knowing that whatever our 
fate our sins are forgiven, that God is with us, and when our life 
here on earth ends we will be with Him in Heaven.    

Members closed with the Lord's Prayer and a reminder that we 
will meet on December 5th with our covered dish and something 
to share for our program.  Secretary, Susan Ware 
 

Circle 3 
Circle 3 met November 20th. at the home of Jen Woolley with 9 
members answering roll with a verse containing “filled”. Jen led 
the Bible Study entitled “3 Lessons from the Life of Joseph”. He 
was the Foster-Father of  Christ. The name Joseph means God 
will give the increase which signifies the promised blessings of 
God for those who will obey him. Lesson 1– Forgive rather than 
avenge. He forgave Mary & showed extreme mercy. Lesson 2– 
Obey God and trust him fully. Joseph was confused with a situa-
tion for which he had no control. We must put our trust in God in 
all that we do. Lesson 3– It takes courage & faith to obey God. 
Christianity is not for the weak & is a way of life that demands lots 
of courage and faith. We must pray that we live with this obedi-
ence to God and keep our faith. Secretary & Treasure reports 
were given. The short business meeting included final prepara-
tions for the November 25th general meeting. In January the Bi-
ble Study will be Lesson #10 on “Martha” from our Women of the 
Bible resource book. Everyone enjoyed fellowship time with a 
super sweet dessert buffet provided by all. Prayer partners were 
revealed and new ones drawn for 2019.   
Secretary Nancy NcName 
      

 

Men’s Ministry 
Men of Grace met November 19, 2018. Meeting was opened with 
prayer given by Dennis Weaver. Our topic for discussion was 
“David's Mighty Men - 2Samuel 23:8-23” and "Spur One Another 
On - Hebrews 10:19-39". All participated in reading, discussing 
and answering questions and how it applies to our everyday life 

and activities. 

Next month's topics will be: "Rehoboam needs advice - 1Kings 

12:1-24" and "Going to your Brother - Matthew 18:15-20". 

Next month's meeting is December 17, 2018 at 7:00 P.M. 

Meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Thank you’s 
 

Thanks to all willing servants who helped make our Thrivent 

Action team making blankets a great success. We made a total of 

60 to deliver to VA walk in clinic in Lima on November 9th. The 

rest were delivered November 26th to Dayton VA Hospital.  
 

Thank you for the beautiful OSU blanket the Thrivent Action 
team at Grace had made. I held the winning ticket at the Veterans 
Day meal.   Mr. John Laws  
Served in the US Navy Korean War May 6, 1951 to May 13, 1955. 
 

Thank you Community! Eight area churches participated in the 
Thanksgiving Eve service at Grace. We blessed the volunteers 
with Fish Pond Food Pantry and We Care fund. The evening of-
fering to totaled $826.00 and was split equally between these 
ministries. Thanks be to God! 
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Standing in the need of prayer … 
    Our Military Personnel: Dustin Mitchell, Blake Zimpfer, Courtney Gasson  

Tim Gerber 

Landon Reese 

Ellie Ward 

Harriet and Luther Mann  

Doris Jean Frieders (Jack’s mom) 

Marie Heintz 

Jill Ruppert   

Mark Hilbun 

Carol Cromes       

Bobbie Burton (Sharon Lenhart’s cousin) 

Henry Springer 

Kelli Bowen 

 

Phil & Martha Menzel  

(Katie Woolley’s parents)         

Euanna & Tim Herndon    

Dru Martin (Marie Heintz’s niece) 

Mike Barhorst (Zac’s father) 

Missy Pope 

Rudy Ruppert 

Wednesday, December 5: Gospel Gang Christmas Caroling 

Saturday, December 8: Grace’s Path Forward: Call Process Retreat 

Sunday, December 9: Choir Carol Service 

Sunday, December 9: Luther League Candy Pick-Up 

Sunday, December 16: Children’s Christmas Program 

Saturday, December 22: Faler/ VanDyke Wedding 

Monday, December 24: Christmas Eve Service / Candlelight  Service 

Tuesday, December 25: Christmas Morning Service  

Official Notice -  Quarterly Congregational Meeting  
9:15 AM January 6, 2019 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church will hold a quarterly congregational meeting beginning at 9:15 AM Sunday, January 6, 

2019.  The installment CAC, Nominating Committee, and Sunday School officers will take place during this meeting.  

Dear friends in Christ, It is hard to believe we are in the last quarter of 2018. Without your faithful gifts to The We Care Fund we 
would not have been able to help all those who found themselves on hard times. I would like to share with you what your donations 
were able to do year to date. The number of families you have helped in one way or another was 56. The total amount funds that 
was distributed was $6,438.02. The total amount of money received from donations $6,768.36. We don’t know what the rest of this 
year nor the coming winter has in store for us, but we do know through faith all things are possible with God. Matthew 19:26. Again, 

thank you for your continued help in this ministry. Your friend in Christ, Ron E. Leininger. Chairman, The We Care Fund. 

Thank you’s Continued 
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There are things about Airsteam Trailers that have been so amazing to me in their continually making them, in building 
the company larger each day. I have been wondering what would happen if they made the beautiful outside of the sil-
ver cab of the wonderful creation and never though of how the wonderful creation would move from place to place. 

There has to be a motor or some kind of a way for the beautiful cab to move.  

The same thing is true of the orphanage, a house full of children needs someone to help them. That is why we hired 
workers to help in many ways. If there were no workers there would be no children. We have a manager, matrons, 
cooks, one who takes care of cleaning, washing sheets etc. and a secretary to keep records and other jobs given to 

him. We have sponsors for the children but never thought of sponsors for the workers. 

We sometimes have enough money to take care of the workers and other times we borrow money from the children 
but, then have to pay it back somehow. Now we have children going to secondary school and that takes more money. 

The reason I have written this is so you are aware of our needs, the needs are becoming more each day. 

If you could give a portion of their needs, say if you would give 5 dollars or more each month it would be appreciated. 
You need to mark your envelopes, who the money will go to, first to Tanzania, then to the person you would like to 
sponsor. Make checks payable to Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church. Whatever you give will be greatly appreciated. 

If you cannot give please PRAY. 

Submitted by Marge Beam   

CHANGE THE WORLD:  MI$$ION IN A BOTTLE  - Please join us in supporting THE HOME OF PEACE Orphanage in Tanza-
nia.  Any spare change that you may have or gather at home could make a huge difference in the lives of children across the 
world.  There is a big bottle at the back of the church that we would love to fill up and give to our fellow Christians in the orphan-
age.  Thank you for your continued support in this ministry!  $585.50 has been raised from mission in a bottle for Home of 
Peace. 

Mark Your Calendars! 

The Mission Committee is having a Pork Loin Dinner on January 19, 2019  

4:30 pm.– 6:30 pm. 

Tickets will be sold by the committee members in December  

and will be $7.00 per dinner. 

Dinner will include Pork Loin, Potato, Applesauce & Roll and Butter. 

Proceeds to benefit “Home of Peace” Orphanage, Tanzania. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fmzayat.com%2F%2F2018%2Fpork-clipart-pig-tail%2Fpork-clipart-pig-tail-12.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fmzayat.com%2Fcliparts%2Fpork-clipart-pig-tail.html&docid=zSpdSgWE6Pp8HM&tbnid=eLWf2SYgipVK2M%3A&vet=12ahU
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The Men’s Group Check Presentation to the Jackson Center Town Library 

The Men of Grace would like to thank all those who sup-
ported and attended the Soup and Sandwich Fund Raiser 
for the Jackson Center Library. Thanks to your generous 
donations we were able to provide the Library with 
$525.00 this year. This is the fourth year that we’ve 
worked with the Library to help provide a larger selection 
of Christian and Family material for our community. Hope 

you all enjoyed the food and fellowship.  

From left: Cheryl South, JC Library coordinator; Dennis Weaver, Men of Grace coordinator; and Pastor Cathi Braasch. 

A blanket made with prayers and blessings by 
the Catechism class for Ms. Marie Heintz, as 

she is in the hospital.  

From left to right: Sierra DeWeese, Kaiden 
Hinegardner, Caitlyn Barhorst, Bryson Roberts, 
Trever Huber, Macy Klopfenstein, and Maleah 

Kipker.  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdumielauxepices.net%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fmerry-christmas-clipart-christmas-tree-681185-603406.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdumielauxepices.net%2Fmerry-christmas-clipart%2Fmerry-christmas-clipart-ch


AAAmazing Grace December, 2018            Page 11          

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 
 
Julia Burch 

2 First Sunday of 

Advent 

8:00 am Worship 
w/ Choir & Comm. 
9:15 am Sunday 
School 
10:30 am Worship 
 
Jim Poppe  
Chris & Carrie Clark* 

3 
 
7:00 pm Choir  
Practice 

 
 
 

4 
 
7:00 pm Prayers at 
Grace 
7:00 pm Worship 
Committee 
 
 
Jordan Dickman 

5 
 
12:00 pm Circle 1 
Christmas Mtg. 
6:00 pm Mission Mtg. 
6:15-7:45 pm  
Catechism 
6:30 pm Gospel Gang 
Christmas Caroling 
7:00 pm Choir Practice 

6 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Band 
8:00 pm Dartball 

7 
 
Pastor Cathi’s Day 
Off 

 
 
Kaiden  
Hinegardner 

8 
 
Path Forward  
Meeting 8-10 am 
 
 
 
Jarrett Yinger 
Kasen Zorn 

9 Second Sunday of 

Advent 

8:00 am Choir 
Carol Service 
9:00 am LL B-fast. 
9:15 am S.S. 
10:30 am Worship 
w/ Communion 
6:30 pm Prog. 4-H 
Erin Metz  
Lauren Metz 

10 
 
 
 

11 12 
 
6:00 am CAC Meeting 
6:15-7:45 pm  
Catechism 
7:00 pm Choir Practice 

 
 
 
Tim Gerber 
Braxton Roberts 

13 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Band 
8:00 pm Dartball 

 

14 
 
Pastor Cathi’s Day 
Off 
 
Paul Shady 
Betty Symonds 
Mia Regula 
Josephine Kirtley 
Zac & Heather  
Barhorst* 

15 
 
11:00 am Hands of 
Hope Meal: 
Julie Klopfenstein, 
Shirley DeWeese &  
Linda Jenkins 
 
 
Matt Kohler 
Courtney Mann 

16 Third Sunday of 

Advent 

8:00 am Worship 
w/ Communion & 
Choir 
9:15 am Sunday 
School 
10:30 am Chil-
dren’s Christmas 
Program 

17 
 
7:00 pm Men’s 
Group 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alan Byrd 

19 

 

6:15-7:45 pm  
Catechism 
6:30 pm Luther League  
7:00 pm Choir Practice 
 
 
 
Toni Leininger 

20 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Band 
8:00 pm Dartball 
 
 
 
 
Lilly Davis 

21 
 
5:30 pm  Faler/  
VanDyke Wedding 
Rehearsal  
 
 
Justin Kohler 
Dan Steenrod 
Allissa Creager 

22 
 
2:30 pm  
Faler/VanDyke  
Wedding 
 
 
 
Rich & Karen  
Hatfield* 

23 Fourth Sunday of 

Advent 
 
8:00 am Worship 
w/ Choir 
9:15 am Sunday 
School 
10:30 am Worship 
w/ Communion 
 

30 
First Sunday of 
Christmas 
 

8:00 am Sunday 
School 
9:00 Worship 
 
Gary & Kay Byrd* 

24 Nativity of our 

Lord 

Christmas Eve 
 
7:00 pm Worship   
10:30 pm Candle-
light Worship w/ 
Choir  

 
 

31 
New Year’s Eve 
 
 
 
John Ambos 
Lori Mann 
Eric & Melodi Mann* 

25 Nativity of our Lord 

 
Christmas Day 
 
 
9:00 am Worship 
 
Nicholas Shady 
Meghan Serr 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Roberta Pitts 

27 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Band 
8:00 pm Dartball 
 
Connie Schneider 
Ralph & Barb Sailor* 

28 
 
Pastor Cathi’s Day 
Off 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zac Barhorst 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYkafnr-PeAhVL9YMKHcCBDMgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fdecember-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw39xl7dWlFDwiF0pgrxVVN9&ust=1542817108552753
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdumielauxepices.net%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fship-clipart-christmas-759764-4291436.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdumielauxepices.net%2Fship-clipart%2Fship-clipart-christmas&docid=LsDlGlio2QFLcM&tbnid=ns
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartmonk.com%2Fmerry-christmas-clipart-free&psig=AOvVaw100zYCuT4TH22Egs8Iw0-1&ust=1542817186273599
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The Mission of Grace... 

       Glorify God 
       Reach Out To The Unchurched 
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       Come Together In His Name 
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www.jcgracelutheran.org 

 

 

December, 2018 

Amazing Grace 

The monthly newsletter of  

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

PO Box 328, 607 South Main Street 

Jackson Center OH 45334 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fchristianculturecenter.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F12%2Fjesus-is-the-reason-for-the-season.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fchristianculturecenter.com%2Freason-season-jesus-savior-world%2F&docid=piWLqxZ

