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The Season of Lent 
 

  We will soon be entering into the season of Lent. It is the season before 
Easter.  Ash Wednesday February 17th we will gather at 7:00 PM for wor-
ship, Holy Communion and the imposition of ashes.  This is an old tradition 
reminding us of our own sinfulness and humanity. We also experience 
God’s Grace and New Life in Jesus. Lent has historically been a season of 
added study, reflection and worship for Christians as we follow Jesus min-
istry leading to his betrayal, suffering, death and resurrection.  This year 
our theme is “A Promise is a Promise”. (If this sounds familiar it is because 
we were going to use this theme last year but something happened to 
change things). We will be studying five of the major covenants of the Old 
Testament that God made with his people. A covenant is an agreement 
between parties. In these covenants God has made promises to us about 
how he will relate to us and sometimes how we are to relate to others. God 
is always the initiator.  How people respond may affect the outcome. We 
will be looking at questions like: What is the Covenant, What is the Cove-
nant’s purpose then and now, How does Jesus fulfill/complete the Cove-
nant, and Are there any further implications for your life today? Our five ti-
tles that hint at each covenant are; “Who Needs a Lifeboat?”, “Who’s Relat-
ed to a Wandering Aramean?”, “You Are a Treasured Possession”, “Who 
Says Nothing Lasts Forever?”, and “What We Will All Know”. You will learn 
more about them each Wednesday at 7:00 PM from February 24th through 
March 24th. We will also have worship on Maundy Thursday, April 1st and 
Good Friday, April 2nd, at 7:00 PM.  Easter Sunday we will worship at our 
current 8:30 and 10:30 AM times as we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from 
the dead. 

  Our added worship together this Lenten season are meant to bless us in 
a variety of ways.   During worship we will seek to grow in our understand-
ing of how God has been and continues to be active in our lives and the 
lives of all his beloved people. During this time God will also be at work 
through his Holy Spirit to cultivate and grow our faith in his son Jesus as 
our Lord and Savior. Unfortunately, this year we will not be enjoying our 
fellowship meals before worship.  We look forward to the time when we can 
renew our practice of regularly enjoying more meals together. In the mean-
time, we can be confident that our Heavenly Father continues his work of 
melding us together as a family and community of faith in other ways.  

 

Come and See, 

 

Pastors Bert and Shelly 
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Church Administrative Council 

Minutes 
January 13, 2021 

  Scott Klopfenstein opened the January 13,2021, meeting by 
welcoming the new CAC members: Marcia Davis, Roger 
Detrick, and Seth Regula. All members were present except for 
Linda Jenkins. Pastor Bert led devotions. 
  Marcia Davis moved and  Roger Detrick  2nd a motion to elect 
the following officers for the 2021 year:  President, Scott 
Klopfenstein; Vice President, Dennis Weaver; Secretary Connie 
Schneider; and Treasurer, Bert Regula.  Motion carried. 
  Bert Regula moved and Marcia Davis seconded a motion to 
amend the December 9, 2020 minutes to place  $3,000  in the 
parking lot fund. Motion carried. 
  Bert Regula presented the treasurer’s report.  Receipts for De-
cember were $40,634.17 and expenditures were $31,650.46 for 
a net income of $9184.43  Ending balance in the checking ac-
count is $49,320.50.  Balance in the savings account is 
$22,513.55.  Total in the Memorial Fund is $75,277.70.   
  General funds offerings for 2020 was $238,813.78 compared 
to 2019 offerings of $190,828.13.  This is more than a 25% in-
crease in giving.  It was noted that we began the 2020 year with 
a negative balance of $20,687.13 and ended the 2021 year with 
a balance of$49,320.50.  Dennis Weaver moved and Roger 
Detrick 2nd a motion to approve the treasurer’s report. Motion 
carried. 
 

*Pastor’s Report for December, 2020 is as follows: 
Pastoral Visitation 
  We have made numerous phone visits to check in with mem-
bers. 
 Home Visits   10   
 Office Visits   12 
 Bereavement Visits   5    
 Ministry Meetings   6 
 Funerals    1 – Eldon Wical 12/11   
  We have also participated in a variety of other parish and com-
munity interactions which include phone calls, emails, and texts 
along with other activities. 
  Thank you to all those who contributed to worshipful Christmas 
celebrations throughout the month of December – the environ-
ment, the music, the decorations, the fellowship. 
Thank you for a renewing time off for visiting family in Florida. 
Thank you for all the Christmas greetings and gifts – you are so 
appreciated.  
  Informational Updates  
K-12th grade Youth plus adults caroled to (26) homebound De-
cember 2 
Pastor Bert preached Christmas Eve at Zion Lutheran Church, 
St. Mary’s, OH 
Continue pre-recorded video worship uploaded to the church 
website and to Facebook 
Continue 88.3 FM real time transmission to the parking lot and 1
-mile church radius – 8:30 am and 10:30 am 

Have not had in-home visits due to increase in Covid cases in the 
area 
  NALC Correspondence   
Bishop Selbo’s Christmas letter – printed in January Grace news-
letter 
  Change in date for NALC Pastors’ Conference to May 4-6, 2021 
It was noted that the NALC has moved its offices and there is a 
new address. 
 

Vacation Plans 
April 2021 
August 2021 
December 2021 
  

*Old Business 
  The speaker for the organ will be hung at the back of the church. 
  Work on setting up electronic giving is ongoing with a goal of 
March 1, 2021 for it to be in place. 
  100th Anniversary (March 23, 2022) planning committee will 
meet to begin planning for our celebration.  A committee to com-
plete the directory has been established. 
  Salvation Army Kettle Giving collected $552.86. The salvation 
army was appreciative of how much money we collected at 
Grace.  It was also noted that we collected $99 for the Samari-
tan’s purse. 
  We continue to do our banking with US Bank-we are currently 
working with the Botkins branch. 

  Staff reviews for Pastors, Secretary & Custodians. will be com-

pleted. 

*New Business 

  CAC will continue to meet at 6 AM on the second Wednesday of 

the month. 

  2021 Committee Assignments are as follows:  Choice-Bert Reg-

ula; Education- Dennis Weaver; Mission-Marcia Davis and Scott 

Klopfenstein; Endowment- Connie Schneider; Friendship- Marcia 

Davis; Lay/Witness- Linda Jenkins; Worship-Seth Regula; Youth-

Cheryl Mann-Janssen; Property and Trustee- Scott Klopfenstein 

and Roger Detrick. 

  CAC members signed up for devotions at CAC meetings. 

Contact information of CAC members was updated.. 

  Bert Regula moved and Marcia Davis 2nd a motion to appoint the 

audit committee for a period of 1 year- Kristen Davis, Tom Wool-

ley, Matt Kohler.  Motion carried. 

  Marcia Davis moved and Bert Regula 2nd a motion to appoint the 

Mission Endowment Fund Committee Appointment for a: (3) year 

term for Dennis Weaver & Darrel Klopfenstein.  Motion carried.. 

Seth Regula moved and Roger Detrick 2nd a motion to appoint the 

Thrivent Choice Fund Committee for a: (3) year term for Dick Jen-

kins.  Motion carried. 

  Marcia Davis moved and Seth Regula 2nd a motion to approve 

the 2021 Budget to present to congregation at the January 17, 

2021 Congregational Meeting.  Motion carried.  The grand total 

for the 2021 budget is $236,170. A brief discussion of the recom-
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mendations of the 2020 audit committee was reviewed. 

Copies of the constitution will be distributed to all CAC members.  

Pres. Klopfenstein encouraged everyone to read it. 

 The CAC picture board has been updated to reflect the new 

CAC members.. 

The agenda for the January 17 annual congregational meeting 

was reviewed.      

 Committee Reports:  
There were no committee reports. 
Choice, Education, Mission, Endowment, Friendship, Lay/
Witness, Worship, Youth, Property & Trustee: 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned with 
the Lord’s prayer. 
 

Respectively submitted by 
Connie Schneider, sec. 
 
 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2021 Annual Congregational Meeting 

January 17, 2021 
Meeting Minutes  

  The 2021 annual congregational meeting was called to order by 
President Scott Klopfenstein with 45 members present.  Scott 

opened the meeting with prayer. 

  Scott thanked the outgoing members of the CAC for their dedi-
cated service.   Outgoing members are Anne Shroyer, Rick Sail-

or, and Tom Schindel. 

  The executive council members for the 2021 year are:  Presi-
dent, Scott Klopfenstein; Vice President, Dennis Weaver; Treas-

urer, Bert Regula and Secretary, Connie Schneider.  

  The Secretary’s report from the October 11, 2020, congrega-

tional meeting were approved as presented. 

  Treasurer Bert Regula reviewed the 4th quarter and yearend 
financial report for 2020.  Bert Regula reported that we did well 
financially in 2020.  We began the 2021 year with a negative 
balance of $20,687.13 in all funds.  We ended the year with a 
balance of $32,360.72.   Total expenses for the 2020 year in all 
funds were $206,494.75 and total receipts for the year were 
$238,855.47.   Balance in the mutual fund is $50,680.95. Kent 
Leininger moved and Aaron Klopfenstein seconded a motion to 
approve the treasurer’s report as presented.  Motion carried.   
Bert thanked the congregation for their support during the past 

year.   

There was no old business to discuss. 

  In new business, it was noted that the CAC approved the 2021 
budget to be presented to the congregation for its approval.  
Treasurer Bert Regula presented the budget.  After receiving 
input from committees, the CAC executive council prepared a 
budget for presentation to the congregation.  It was reported that 
total expenditures for the 2020 year were $208,339.34.  Expend-
itures were less than the 2020 approved budget.  Bert reviewed 
the proposed budget and noted that 2 new line items were add-

ed one for bank charges ($1,000) and technology ($3,000).  The 
increases in the budget are for salary increases and insurance 
expenses.  It was noted that benevolence for the 2021 year will 
be 6% of the total budget.  The total proposed 2021 budget is 
$236,170.  Percentage breakdown is as follows:  89% current;  
5% building and trustee, and 6% benevolence.  Greg Woolley 
moved and Garrett Serr seconded a motion to approve the budg-
et for 2021.  Motion carried. 
Pastors’  Report:  2020 Annual Pastors’ report: 
Looking Back 
  Thank you for all the resources of people, abilities, skills, and 
finances to meet the challenges of 2020. We incorporated Out-
come-based Faith ministry in the High School Sunday school 
and catechism curriculum and will continue to incorporate them 
into the present curriculum. We also want to thank the congrega-
tion for rising to the challenges of worship and ministry in an ever
-changing world. We were encouraged by the increased partici-
pation in worship through our online presence and FM transmis-
sion. And we are thankful for the strengthened relationships that 
continue between the Tanzanian church orphanage and Grace 
Lutheran and between the sponsors and the Home of Peace 
children. 
  Looking Forward 
As we look to 2021 and setting our ministry intentions, we seek 
to remain flexible for responding to the Lord Jesus’ direction for 
the ministry and the outreach of Grace. A few of those intentions 
include: 1) seeking to renew and strengthen the relationship with 
the Home of Peace Orphanage in Bariadi, Tanzania and look 
forward to hearing from Pastor Wayne DeWet upon his return 
from his trip there, 2) evaluating summer outdoor worship possi-
bilities, and 3) growing “life group” ministry opportunities for the 
congregation to be connected to Christ and to each other in 
small groups doing ministry in the community. 
   On Christ the solid Rock, we stand, Pastors Bert and Shelly 
Schultz       January 13, 2021 
  *It was noted at the service that Pastor Wayne DeWet was not 

able to take the trip to Tanzania as planned. 

  Pastors also noted that we must continue to remain flexible in 
2021 and through the pandemic, we have grown through learn-
ing to use zoom.  Special thanks to all of those who helped ena-
ble us to continue to have church services via technology.  We 
are now able to reach our brothers and sisters in Christ through-

out the world via facebook and our online services. 

  Scott presented a review of 2020 which listed many of the posi-
tives that we experienced in spite of the pandemic.  We continue 

to grow in Grace! 

  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned 

with the Lord’s prayer. 

Respectively submitted, 

Connie Schneider, sec. 
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Upcoming Events  
 

Sunday, February 7: Mission Committee Meeting 

Monday, February 8: Education Committee Meeting 

Monday, February 8: Endowment Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, February 9: Backpack Packing 

Wednesday, February 10: CAC Meeting 

Sunday, February 14: Luther League Bake Sale after Worship Services 

Sunday, February 14: Lay Witness Meeting 

Sunday, February 14: Progressive Livestock 4-H Meeting 

Monday, February 15: Men’s Group Meeting 

Wednesday, February 17: Ash Wednesday Worship Service 

Thursday, February 18: WOC Sewing Day 

Sunday, February 21: Anniversary Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, February 24: Lenten Worship Service 

Sunday, February 28: Mission Committee Pork Dinner  (Carry Out Only) 

Worship Assistants for Lenten  Evening Services 

 February 24 

7:00 pm 

Lent Service 

March 3 

7:00 pm 

Lent Service 

March 10 

7:00 pm 

Lent Service 

March 17 

7:00 pm 

Lent Service 

March 24 

7:00 pm 

Lent Service 

Organists Cheryl Burch Cheryl Burch Cheryl Burch Cheryl Burch Cheryl Burch 

Acolytes Preston Serr Aidan Stinebaugh Jackson Davis Tristan Woolley Ian Stengel 

Crucifers   Carson Davis   

A Note from the Fish Pond Food Pantry 

Dear Church Members, 

The Fish Pond Food Pantry would like to offer heartfelt 
thanks for all of the support during the year 2020. You 
may have given food items, personal care items, laundry 
supplies or money to help us assist many people in our 
communities that have a need. We have been very 
blessed this past year as you have provided us with all the 
resources to take care of those in need. We are very 
grateful for each one of you that have helped us this year. 
Thanks also to all volunteers who gave their time whenev-

er needed.  

Barb Wical  
Director of Fish Pond Food Pantry 

Mark Your Calendars! 

The Mission Committee Pork Loin Dinner is 
Scheduled for Sunday, February 28, 2021  

4:30 pm.– 6:30 pm. 

Carry Out ONLY. 

Dinner will include Pork Loin, 
Potato, Green Beans & Roll 

and Butter. 

Proceeds to benefit “Home 
of Peace”  

Luther League Bake Sale 
Sunday, February 14th help support the Luther League 
by purchasing items from there Bake Sale. Items will be 
set up in each vestibule for purchase after each worship 

service.  

Jackson Center American Legion Chicken Fry  
4 piece dinner  
Coleslaw and roll $ 8.00 per dinner (we use vegetable oil) 
Extra coleslaw available  $ 2.00 a pint 
March 6th, 4:30 p.m. To 6:00 p.m. 
Drive thru only. Tickets available at drive thru  
And pre-sale tickets at: 
J.C. Pro Hardware, Village of Jackson Center Office, 
American Legion Members, Son's of the American Legions 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fmzayat.com%2F%2F2018%2Fpork-clipart-pig-tail%2Fpork-clipart-pig-tail-12.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fmzayat.com%2Fcliparts%2Fpork-clipart-pig-tail.html&docid=zSpdSgWE6Pp8HM&tbnid=eLWf2SYgipVK2M%3A&vet=12ahU
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The general tone for worship during Lent should be re-
flective without being somber. Simplicity in liturgical ele-
ments and hymnody is conducive to setting the appropri-
ate tone. As part of the reflective nature of this season, 
there is an emphasis on repentance. In the early church, 
Lent was the period when new believers experienced the 
catechumenate in preparation for the Sacrament of Holy 
Baptism. In this season, we are not only reminded of Je-
sus' faithful and intentional journey to the cross, but also 

of his calling for us to "take up the cross" and follow him.  

Worship Servants for Sundays in February 2021 
 Fifth Sunday after 

Epiphany 

February 7 

Transfiguration of Our 
Lord 

February 14 

Ash Wednesday 

February 17 

First Sunday in Lent 

February 21 

Second Sunday in 
Lent 

February 28 

Lessons Isaiah 40:21-31; Ps 
147; 1 Cor 8:1-13; 

Mark 1:29-39 

Exo 34:29-35; Ps 50; 2 
Cor 3:12-13, 4:1-6; 

Mark 9:2-9 

Joel 2:12-19; Ps 51:1-
13; 2 Cor 5:20b-6:10; 

Matt 6:1-6; 16-21 

Gen 22:1-18; Ps 25:1-
10; James 1:12-18; 

Mark 1:9-15 

Gen 17:1-7, 15-16; Ps 
22:23-31; Romans 

5:1-11; Mark 8:27-38 

 8:30 AM 8:30 AM 7:00 PM 8:30 AM 8:30 AM 

Organists Cheryl Burch Nancy McName Cheryl Burch Nancy McName Cheryl Burch 

Acolytes Jackson Davis Reed Platfoot Audrey Byrd Carter Klopfenstein Ian Stengel 

Crucifers Carson Davis Reed Platfoot Audrey Byrd Carter Klopfenstein Ian Stengel 

Lay Readers Bonnie Kaufman None  Fritz Serr None 

      

 10:30 AM 10:30 AM   10:30 AM  10:30 AM 

Acolytes Aidan Stinebaugh Alaina Mann  Zacory Wiswell Tristan Woolley 

Lay Readers None Julie Klopfenstein  None Darlene Woolley 

Communion 
Preparation 

Kristen Davis 

Carson Davis 
None 

Kristen Davis 

Carson Davis 
None None 

Song   

Leaders 

Krista Withrow 
Katie Woolley 

Greg Woolley 
Kay Frieders 

None Matt Kohler 
Krista Withrow 

Kay Frieders 
Katie Woolley 

 Deacons for this month     8:30 AM G. Couchot, L. Davis, K. Davis, G. Serr, C. Stengel, J. Klopfenstein, J. Regula, D. Ware,  

                                                                D. Hinegardner, T. Hinegardner, K. Hinegardner 

                10:30 AM  J. Mann, T. Woolley, R. Ruppert, B. Mann, G. Woolley 

Grace at Worship ... 
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Women of the Church 

Circle 3 
 

  Circle 3 met January 19th with 7 members answering roll call 
with a verse containing “comfort”.  
  Toni Leininger le the Bible Study on “Benefits of Wisdom”. Trials 
can give us wisdom to focus on what will last forever toward look-
ing to God. Wisdom allows us to remember how wonderful God is 
thus we strive to remain faithful and put our trust in Him. Scripture 
says the man who remains steadfast under trial will receive the 
crown of life which God has promised to those who love Him.  
  Secretary & treasures reports were given. Treasury balance is 
$113.18. 
  President  Linda Jenkins brought attention to upcoming projects. 
There will be a sewing day February 18th at 9:00 AM.  
  Linda Jenkins was the hostess serving a refreshing dessert. 
Anne Shroyer was the coffee maker which helped to warm us up 
on a cold evening.  
  Meeting closed with all praying the “Lord’s Prayer”. 
Submitted by Nancy McName, Secretary 
 
      

 

 

WOC February Collections  
 

Cookies for Alpha Center please leave in the Church kitchen by 
February 14th. Please label “Alpha Center”.  Any questions 
please contact Darlene Woolley.  
 
Health Care Kits for NALC Disaster Response       
Barb Wical, Chairperson 
 
One bath towel 
One wash cloth 
One bar of soap in original wrapping 
One toothbrush 
One pack of dental floss   
One tube of toothpaste (or 2 travel size) 
One comb 
One deodorant 
Two travel sized shampoos 
One nail clipper 
*pack all items in 2 gallon ziplock bags (WOC will purchase these
- just place all items in a grocery bag and deposit in vestibule 
basket) 

WOC Sewing Day 
 

Pandemic Sewing Day- Our sewing project to make quilts, com-
forters, and blankets for NALC Disaster Reponse will look a little 
different this year.  We will do much of the sewing, pinning and 
knotting at home.  On February 18th we may do some pinning of 
the three layers together, but anyone who helps will work alone, 
spread out in the fellowship hall, and wearing masks.  We will not 
have a carry-in lunch.  If you are willing to help with this project or 

have questions, please contact Barb Wical or Linda Jenkins. 

Men’s Mission  
Men's Group met Monday, January 18, 2021. The meeting was 
opened with prayer given by Dennis Weaver. We completed our 
discussion of the topic, "Real Purpose of Prayer" which is about 
how we grow in our prayer life. The theme of this topic is God's 
desire to have a personal relationship with us through prayer. In 
February we will start Lesson 8, "The Secret to a Changed Life". 
The meeting will be on February 15, 2021 at 7:00 pm. With two 
lessons left in our current study, we also continued our discussion 
of what to use for our next lesson series. Pastor Bert led a closing 
prayer followed by all joining in praying the Lord's Prayer.  
Submitted by Dennis Weaver 

Thank you’s 
 

Chris and I want to say Thank you for the very generous Christ-
mas gift from our loving Church family! We have been truly 
blessed in our lives to be so loved. Thank you so much!  
God Bless, 
Chris & Rhonda 
 

Thank you to everyone for all the prayers and the help from 
everyone who helped to clean the Church while Chris & I were 
sick and under quarantine. Pastors Shelly & Bert thank you for 
the phone call and your prayers. It means a lot to know so many 
people care! Chris & I are truly blessed. 
God Bless Everyone, 
Chris & Rhonda Burch 
 

The family of Sarah Regula wish to say a “Big Thank You” for all 
the prayers and cards from her friends and Church family. A 
“Special Thank You” to Pastor Shelly, Cheryl Burch, Deb & Rick 
Russell. God bless you all and stay healthy.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Kurt & Carly Shipp on the birth of their 
son Owen Myles Shipp born on January 15, 2021. He is wel-
comed home by his big brother Layton. Proud grandparents 

are Chris & Rhonda Burch and Jerry & Linda Shipp.  

 

Congratulations to Jason & Lisa 
Wright  on the birth of their first 
grandchild a grandson Nathan Avery 
Marcum. Nathan was born January 
17, 2021 at 11:32 pm and weighed 7 
lbs. 10 oz. he was 19 1/2” long.  
Proud parents are Olivia & Austin 

Marcum.  
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Standing in the Need of  
Prayer 

Landon Reese 

Ellie Ward 

Doris Jean Frieders (Jack’s mom) 

Paige Schneider  

(Daniel & Amanda Schneider’s daughter) 

Hayes Homan   

Bishop John Bradosky 

Sharon Peters 
(Donna William’s friend) 

Charlie Elsass 
(Tom Elsass’ brother) 

Mike Clark 

Joan Snider 

Yvonne Hatfield 

Dawn Beelman 

Carol Cromes       

Bobbie Burton (Sharon Lenhart’s cousin) 

Henry Springer 

Holly McEldowney 

Helen Buirley 

Jared & Caleigh Wright   

(Grandson to Hershel & Deb Wright) 

Peyton Leigh Wright 

(Jared & Caleigh Wright’s Daughter) 

Tanner Hilbun 

Autumn Regula 
(Rick & Deb Regula’s granddaughter) 

 

Don DeWeese 

Barb Sailor 

Rick Sailor 

Euanna & Tim Herndon    

Pastor Dan Snider 

(Pastor at Grace 1962-1979) 

Angela (Frey) Lenhart 

Adam Schulze 

Nick Cummons 

Pastor David Eidson  
(St Jacob’s Lutheran Church, Anna) 

 

Jerry & Suzie McElfresh 
(Donna William’s friend) 

 

Kathy Brown-Johnson &  
Doug Johnson I 

(Donna William’s niece & nephew) 

Bernard Brown 
(Donna William’s nephew) 

 

A Note from Samaritan’s Purse 

 

Dear Friends, 

  Thank you for your gift  of Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes 

to the ministry of Samaritan’s Purse. 

  The Christ child brought the promise of everlasting hope to a 
world that was yearning for the long-awaited Messiah. “And she 
will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will 
save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). Today, people 
around the world still need to hear His Gospel message: that eter-
nal hope can only be found through repentance and faith in the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

  That is the Good News our teams are bringing to people in more 
than 100 countries worldwide as Samaritan’s Purse meets the 
needs of victims of war, poverty, disaster, disease, and famine. I 
am deeply grateful for your gift and prayers for our ministry. As you 
celebrate the birth of the Savior this Christmas season, may the 
peace of Jesus Christ reign in your heart and life. Thank you and 

may God bless you.  

Sincerely, 

 Franklin Graham 

A Note from The Salvation Army 

Dear Grace Lutheran Church, 

  Thank you for hosting on of The Salvation Army’s Counter 
Kettles. This year we had 34 Counter Kettles across Shelby 
County. These Counter Kettles helped raise $8,834.68 to-

ward our 2020 Red Kettle goal of $60,000. 

  We wanted to take the time to not only thank you for host-
ing a Counter Kettle, but we also wanted to let you know 
what kind of impact you helped make. The Counter Kettle 

you hosted collected $552.86. 

  Again, thank you for hosting a Counter Kettle. We look 

forward to working with you again next year.  

Blessings, 

Captains Katie Mayers & Samantha Lockard  

Interested in becoming a  

Member of Grace Lutheran or 
have questions about us? 

If you have an interest in becom-

ing a Member of Grace Lutheran 

Church or have questions about who we are and what we 

believe or would like to become more involved in the minis-

try of the Church, this informational session is for you. We 

will be holding a Membership Class within the next 2 

months. Please call the Church office or let the Pastor know 

you are interested, and we will find a date and time that 

works for the group. 
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Committee Reports 

 

Lay Ministry/Witness Committee:  The Lay Wit-
ness  committee met on Sunday, January 10th. with four mem-
bers and Pastor Bert in attendance.  President Linda Jenkins 
shared opening devotions reading "The Greatest Gift" referenc-
ing John 3:16 and "Holding onto Hope" reminding us that true 

hope is believing in the unchanging truth that comes from God.   

     Linda reviewed a list of projects that we have completed, 
projects we have considered, and asked us to give thought to 
any projects that we might want to work on in the coming 
year.  She also reviewed a description of the Witness committee 
along with discussion on how we might better prepare ourselves 

and others to do the work of this committee.    

     Due to the fact that nursing home visits are not yet permitted, 
members reviewed the shut in list to make sure all shut ins are 

receiving phone calls to stay in touch. 

     Linda reported that we have completed six baby bags in the 
past year and early this year.  Bellamy Rae Shuff, daughter of 
Pat and Michelle (Regula) Shuff is our newest recipient.  Wel-

come Bellamy! 

     Barb Elsass reported that her friend, Kris Mincks, has been 
busy crocheting and has once again donated crocheted dish 
cloths to our group.  It was decided we will offer them for sale to 
the congregation and use proceeds to purchase personal care 

items for the Alpha Center.   

   There was some discussion on when to plan for a new mem-

ber class.  It will be announced at a later date. 

     Linda Jenkins announced that we will meet on February14, 

2021.  The meeting was closed with the Lord's prayer. 

Respectfully submitted by Susan Ware, Secretary 

Worship Committee:  The Worship Committee met Mon-
day, January 25, 2021 with the following members present: Rick 
Russell, Cheryl Burch Nancy McName Toni Leininger, Jennifer 

Woolley, Pastor Shelly, and new CAC liaison, Seth Regula. 

  The meeting was opened with scripture and prayer by Pastor 

Shelly. 

  Old business was discussed first as follows: 

Everyone felt that the Thanksgiving and Christmas special  
services were well attended.  There was not a head count for 
the Thanksgiving Eve service, but the Christmas services were 
as follows: 
Christmas Eve    7:00 P.M. service 117 present  
                           10:30 P.M. service 67 present 
  Christmas Morn. 9:00 A.M. service 22 present. 

  New business was then discussed as follows:  
Ideas for those with musical talents in the congregation were 
then discussed.  It was decided that individuals will be asked to 
play/sing during preludes, or communion for special services 

during Lent and Easter.   

  Holy Communion was discussed as to when we could stop 
using the pre-filled communion elements.  It was decided that 
until the health department lifts their Covid restrictions, we will 
continue to serve communion with the pre-filled communion 

cups. 

  The location of the acoustic piano in the chancel area was 
discussed next.  The piano is hard to move due to the weight, 
and the piano has been left pulled out from the wall for easy 
access by the pianists.  However, it is in the way for weddings 
and funerals, and the praise band at the second service.  It was 
decided that adding moving dollies to the bottom of the piano 
would possibly make it much easier to move, and it could be put 
back behind the lectern when not in use. Pastor Shelly will look 

into the purchase of the dollies. 

  Summer worship schedule was the next topic of discussion.  
Several ideas were discussed, but it was decided to table this 

subject until our next meeting.   

  Lent is fast approaching with Ash Wednesday on February 
17th.  For the Wednesday evening services we will again use the 
Holden Evening Prayer Liturgy.  The theme for Lent this year 
will be the five covenants of the Old Testament.  It was decided 
that due to Covid, we will not have a meal before each Wednes-

day evening service.   

  Nancy asked why there are no hymnals in the pews, as sever-
al people have complained about not having actual music to 
sing from on Sunday mornings.  Pastor will see if Nikki can copy 
pages of the hymnals to add to the bulletins instead of just hav-
ing the lyrics only.  The hymnals were removed to help keep 

people from coming in contact with the Covid virus.  

  Pastor Shelly said that all of the altar candles have been 
cleaned and the brass polished.  Two new Acolyte sticks have 

also been purchased. 

  The altar greenery was then discussed as it is starting to show 
some age. Pastor Shelly will contact Jill Ruppert to see if she 
has some ideas, and to possibly make some new center pieces 

for the main altar for the different seasons of the church year.  

  The 100th anniversary committee has been formed and is start-
ing to plan out the festivities for our 100th anniversary year.  Fritz 

Serr is the chairman.   

  Our next meeting will be Monday March 8th at 7:00 P.M. 

  As there was no further business, the meeting was closed with 

all praying the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Toni Leininger  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 
7:00 pm Circle 2 

 
 
 
 
 
Chad Ware 

2 
 

3 
1:30 pm Circle 1 
6:15-7:45 pm  
Catechism 
7:00 pm Choir  
Practice 
 
 
 

Scott Dickman 

4 
7:00 pm Praise Band 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jada Yinger 
Jadyn Yinger 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adrianne  
Klopfenstein 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dwight & Marilyn 
Johnson* 

7 5th Sunday after 

Epiphany 

8:30 am Worship 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30  am Worship 
11:30 am Mission 
Committee Meeting 
 
Ryan Sailor 
Holden Downing 

8 
4:30 pm Endowment 
Meeting 
7:00 pm Education 
Meeting 

 
Gary Byrd 
Jack Frieders 
Emma Regula 
Bryson Roberts 

9 
6:00 pm Backpack 
Packing 
 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Couchot 
Lauren Wildermuth 

10 
6:00 am CAC  
Meeting 
6:00 pm Choice Com-
mittee Meeting 
6:15-7:45 pm Cate-
chism 
7:00 pm Choir Practice 
 
Christy Koenig 

11 
7:00 pm Praise Band 

 
 
 
 
Mike Couchot 
Gracelyn  
Westerheide 

12 
 
 
 
 
Cynthia Johnson  
Randy & Gina 
Pence* 

13 
 
 

14 Transfiguration 

of Our Lord 
8:30 am Worship w/ 
Choir 
9:30  Sunday School/ 
Luther League 
10:30 am Worship w/ 
Baptism 
11:30 am Lay Witness 
6:30 pm Pro. Live .4-H 

 

Lisa Wright 

15 
7:00 pm Men’s 
Group Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
Jarrod Lee 

16 
7:00 pm Circle 3 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Joyce Regula 

17 
7:00 pm Ash Wednes-
day Worship Service w/ 
Choir 

18 
9:00 am WOC Sew-
ing Day 
7:00 pm Praise Band 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris Mann 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
Caroline Frieders 
Jill Ruppert 
Rita Ware 

20 
 

 
 
 

21 1st Sunday of 

Lent 
8:30 am Worship 
9:30 am Sunday 
School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Ann. 
Committee Meeting 
 

Shannon Roberts 

22 
FISH 10am-3pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Monnin  

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caitlyn Barhorst 
Russ Davis 
Marc Gloyeske 

24 
7:00 pm Lenten Service 
w/ Choir  
Choir practice after 
service 

 
 
 
 
Randy Pence 

25 
7:00 pm  Praise Band 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Christen Ware 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bob Zorn 
Brent Russell 

27 
 
 
 
 
Chad Davis 
Maleah Kipker 
Maria Keller 
Lori Wiswell 
Carly Lotz 

28 2nd Sunday of 

Lent 
8:30 am Worship w/ 
Choir 
9:30 am Sunday 
School/ Luther League 
10:30 am Worship 
4:30-6:30 pm Mission 
Committee Pork 
Dinner pick up only.  
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