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A Psalm for Topsy-Turvy Times 
Pastor Cathi’s Thoughts for February 2019 

 
Thank God Always! 

Of late, my life’s been turned up-
side down by sudden discovery 
and diagnosis of breast  cancer. 
From the day I could share the 
news with you, God’s grace and 
mercy have shown brightly in our 
life together here at Grace: Shar-
ing the Word and Sacraments, in 
prayer and acts of mercy, in car-
rying out your many ministries 
and picking up some of mine, 
from cards and calls to food and 
flowers. Thanks for shepherding 
your shepherd! I ’m grateful be-

yond words! Pr Cathi 

To follow my Life with Breast 
Cancer, go on line: 
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/

pastorcathibraasch 
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Psalm 29   

Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 
ascribe to the LORD glory and 

strength. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due 
his Name; worship the LORD in 

the beauty of holiness. 

The voice of the LORD is upon the 
waters; the God of glory thun-
ders; the LORD is upon the 

mighty waters. 

The voice of the LORD is a power-
ful voice; the voice of the LORD 

is a voice of splendor. 

The voice of the LORD breaks the 
cedar trees; the LORD breaks the 

cedars of Lebanon; 

He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
and Mount Hermon like a young 

wild ox. 

The voice of the LORD splits the 
flames of fire; the voice of the 
LORD shakes the wilderness; the 
LORD shakes the wilderness of 
Kadesh. 

The voice of the LORD makes the 
oak trees writhe and strips the 
forests bare. And in the temple of 
the LORD all are crying, "Glory!" 

 

The LORD sits enthroned above 
the flood; the LORD sits en-

throned as King for evermore.   

The LORD shall give strength to his 
people; the LORD shall give his 

people the blessing of peace. 

Beloved Church,  
I’m taking pastoral prerogative and 
declaring Psalm 29 the “Epiphany 
Psalm of the Season. “Psalm 29 might 
leave the reader thinking of natural 
disasters. But, Psalm 29 is about more 
than what we sometimes mistakenly 
refer to as “acts of God.”. 
 Psalm 29 — the Word that leapt 

out fat me rom all the lessons for 
the Baptism of Our Lord, which we 
celebrated on January 6.  

 Psalm 29 — the Cry that resound-
ed when I was writing for the North 
American Lutheran Church’s 
“Advent and Epiphany for Life 
“series.  

 Psalm 29 — it’s a Lifeline that’s 
gotten me through the topsy-turvy 
times of late. (See “Thank God 
Always!” box at right.) 

Taking the 29th Psalm to heart pre-
pares us for times when life is turned 
upside down by “circumstances be-
yond our control.” It connects the eter-
nal promise of God to our daily life as 
baptized disciples of Christ.  

The world was turned upside-down, 
right-side up, inside-out by the incarna-
tion, atoning death and glorious resur-
rection of Jesus the Christ. The 29th 
Psalm testifies to gracious provision in 
moments of our greatest turmoil. God 
is with us, incarnate, all-knowing and 
all caring amid circumstances that are 
tearing us apart.  

When your life is stormy, when all is 
quaking under your feet and in your 
soul, take God’s word to heart. Re-
member your baptism, and sing forth 
Psalm 29.  — Pastor Cathi 

http://www.jcgracelutheran.org
mailto:graceelc@embarqmail.com
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Annual Congregational Meeting 
1st Quarter Meeting Minutes 
 Sunday, January 13, 2019 

Grace Ev. Lutheran Church,  
Jackson Center, OH. 

The annual meeting/1st quarterly for 2019 was called to order by 
CAC President Aaron Klopfenstein.  The meeting was opened 

with prayer. 

 President Klopfenstein introduced the 2019 Congregational 

Church Council. They are as follows:  

*President Aaron Klopfenstein 

*Vice President Dennis Weaver (Liaison, Education) 
*Secretary Connie Schneider (Liaison, Lay Ministry/Witness) 
*Treasurer Bert Regula (Liaison, Thrivent Choice) 
  Scott Klopfenstein (Liaison, Mission) 
  Jill Ludwig (Liaison, Endowment)  
  Rick Sailor (Liaison, Worship; Co-liaison, Property & Trustee) 
  Tom Schindel (Co-liaison, Property & Trustee) 
  Anne Shroyer 
*Pastor Cathi Braasch (ex officio on all committees) 
* Denotes Executive Committee 
The minutes of the previous quarterly meeting were submitted 

by Connie Schneider, sec. and there with no corrections. 

  The Financial Report was given by Bert Regula, CAC Treasur-
er.  Bert reviewed the 2018 end of year financial report and the 
current financial report.  Total income for 2018 was 
$240,250.62.  Total expenses for the 2018 year were 
$21,502.60.  With interest income considered, our expenses 
exceeded income by $854.74.  General offering totaled 
$191,282. and general expenses were $192,749.86 for a nega-
tive of $1468.54 and designated funds totaled $48,969.30 and 
expenses for designated funds was $48,752.74 for a positive 
balance of $216.56.  Balance in the checking account on Dec. 
31, 2018 is $37,168.02.  Balance in the savings account at year 
end is $20,899.39.  Memorial fund year end balance is 
$60,002.05.  Luther League savings year end balance is $45.  
Thrivent investment fund year end balance is $37,624.81. Jason 
Platfoot moved to accept the treasurer’s report.  Motion was 

seconded by Greg Woolley.  Motion carried.  

  Bert Regula presented the proposed 2019 Congregational 
Budget.  The proposed 2019 budget totaled $223,795.87. That 
is a decrease from the 2018 budget.  Pastor Cathi will not be 
taking the housing allowance and in its place there will be a one 
time $7500 moving expenses allowance for the new pas-
tor.  There was an increase in the property and trustee budget 
due to need for window replacement.  The congregation ap-
proved the 2019 budget. 
  Ministry Highlights from 2018 are printed in the 2018 annual 
report and the highlights were discussed by Pastor 
Cathi.  Pastor Cathi also reviewed the “Path Forward” for Grace.  
It is also printed in the annual report.  Call committee members 
are ready to complete the congregational profile.  The call pro-
cess continues to move forward. 

 
  Rita Metz was recognized for her 21 years as a Luther League 
advisor.   
  Outgoing members of the CAC were also recognized: Jason 
Platfoot, Darlene Woolley, Marilyn Kohler, and Kristen Davis. 
The next quarterly congregational meeting will be announced as 
the 3rd Sunday in April is Easter Sunday. 
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s prayer.  
Respectfully submitted by Connie Schneider 

 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Church Administrative Council Minutes 
January 9, 2019 Meeting Minutes 

6:00 a.m.  

*Devotions were led by Connie Schneider from Joshua 1: 5-9.  
Focus of this devotion is to be strong and courageous ..do not be 
discouraged for our Lord will be with us wherever we go. 
*Secretary’s Report Connie Schneider as printed any questions.  
*Treasurer’s Report   Ending balance for December 31, 2018 in 
the checking account is $36,330.97. Total expenses for the month 
was $89,101.13 which includes a $60,000 transfer from the sav-
ings account to the Memorial account so actual expenditures for 
the month was $29,101.13.  Monies in Thrivent Mutual Funds 
balance is $46,637.78.  Aaron Klopfenstein made a motion to 
approve the treasurer’s report 2nd by Anne Shroyer motion car-
ried. 
*Old Business - Approval of the 2019 budget with corrections 
from the December meeting. 
Proposed budget for 2019 was discussed.  Proposed budget for 
2019 totaled $223,795.87.  There have been monies set aside for 
NALC Convocation Delegates expenses this year.  Pastor is not 
taking her housing allowance so that money can be set aside for 
Pastor relocation in the amount of $7500.00 for this year only.  It 
was noted that Pastor has not used continuing education money 
nor has she turned in mileage for the year.  CAC was appreciative 
of this. 
Bert Regula moved and Tom Schindel 2nd a motion to approve the 
Budget to be presented at the Annual Congregational meeting 
which will be held on January 13, 2019. 
New Business 
Election of CAC officers for 2019  (executive committee) 
Aaron Klopfenstein was elected President of the CAC for the 
2019 year. (Dennis Weaver moved and Jill Ludwig seconded the 
motion.) 
Dennis Weaver was elected Vice President of the CAC for the 
2019 year.  (Tom Schindel moved and Connie Schneider second-
ed the motion.) 
Bert Regula was elected Treasurer of the CAC for the 2019 year.  
(Rick Sailor moved and Aaron Klopfenstein 2nd the motion.)   
Connie Schneider was elected Secretary of the CAC for the 2019 
year.  (Bert Regula moved and Dennis Weaver seconded the mo-
tion.) 
Nominations must be voted on by Council members 
Assignment of Committees for the 2019 year are as follows: 
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Choice:  Bert Regula 
Education:  Dennis Weaver 
Mission:   Scott Klopfenstein 
Endowment: Jill Ludwig 
Friendship:  Anne Shroyer 
Lay/Witness: Connie Schneider 
Worship:  Rick Sailor 
Youth:  Aaron Klopfenstein 
Property & Trustee  Tom Schindel and Rick Sailor 
CAC members volunteered to do monthly devotions at CAC 
meetings. 
Contact information for CAC members was reviewed and updat-
ed. 
Connie Schneider moved and Jill Ludwig seconded a motion to 
set the CAC monthly meetings for the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month at 6 AM.  Motion carried. 
The agenda for the quarterly (annual congregational meeting 
was set to include the approval of the 2019 budget, the treasur-
er’s report, an update on the call process and an update on the 
medical issues with Pastor Cathi.   
Pastor Cathi moved and Scott Klopfenstein seconded a motion 
to nominate Hershel Wright, Deb Wright, spouse of new pastor 
(if not ordained) or another lay person to be appointed by CAC 
for the NALC 2019 Convocation.  Motion carried.   
Jill Ludwig moved and Pastor Cathi seconded a motion to pur-
chase and install security cameras at the church entrances.  
Motion carried.  Estimated cost is from $500-$800. 
*Pastor’s Report as presented    
CAC expressed their sincere thanks and appreciation to Rita 
Metz for her many years of dedicated service to our youth as 
Luther League leader. 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s prayer. 
  

 Committee Reports 
 

 

Choice Committee: No Report Received 
Education Committee: No Report Received 
Endowment Committee:  No Report Received 
Friendship Committee: No Report Received 
Lay Ministry/Witness Committee: No meeting due to 

weather. Next meeting Sunday,  February 3rd at 9:15 AM.  

Mission Committee:  The Mission Committee met on Jan-
uary 9th with 6 members present:  Marilyn Kohler, Marge 
Beam, Marcia Davis, Greg Woolley, Scott Klopfenstein, 

and Julie Klopfenstein. 

The "Home of Peace" Tanzania Orphanage Pork Dinner 
Fundraiser will be held on January 19th from 4:30 to 6:30 
at Grace Lutheran Church.  The meal includes pork, potato, 
applesauce, and roll and will be served as a carry out 
meal.  The team split up the items to purchase and decided 
the prep time for the meal will begin at 1:00 pm on that Sat-
urday afternoon.  Also, discussed was the fellowship break-
fast held on Sunday, January 27th after the early ser-
vice.  Donations for this breakfast will go towards Beans 
and Rice for the Haiti trip that Julie will be attending on 

February 11th.  The mission committee would like to set up 
meals for Pastor Cathi and have sign ups for anyone in the 
congregation that would like to take part.  A sign up sheet 

will be available soon. Submitted by Julie Klopfenstein 

Property Committee: The storm window on the north side 
of the church in the sanctuary area has been repaired. 
They are looking into repairing the other storm windows. 
Rick and Tom will do a walk through and recommend re-
pairs before our chosen Pastor moves into the parsonage. 
A security system for office and entry doors is being pur-
chased and installed.  Submitted by Tom Schindel 
Worship Committee: Worship Committee met on January 8, 

2019. Attendees: Pastor Cathi, Rick Russell, Toni Leininger, Jen 
Woolley, and Kristen Davis 
The meeting opened with prayer and review of recent and up-

coming events. 

Following Pastor Cathi’s surgery on Jan 17, she expects to be in 
recovery over two Sundays – Jan 20 and 27.  Chaplain Leslie 
Haynes will be the supply pastor on Jan 20 and Lay Leaders are 

scheduled on Jan 27. 

Lenten and Easter Season 

Lenten midweek service format will include Holden Evening 

Prayer and message with video. 

Easter services will be held as the normal schedule 8:00 Tradi-
tional Worship, 9:15 Sunday School, and 10:30 Contemporary 

Worship.  Regular fellowship time will be 9:00-9:15. 

Action Items: 

Coordinate serving groups for five midweek Lenten suppers 

(Toni). 

Contact Jill and Rudy Ruppert for availability in decorating (Jen). 

New Business 

The committee asked how we could assist and support Pastor 
Cathi in her recovery.  The committee determined that lay people 
will act as Assisting Ministers beginning Feb 3.  Responsibilities 
will include leading Kyrie, Hymn of Praise, Prayer of the Day, 
and Prayers of the Church.  As plans are finalized, changes will 

be communicated and training held as appropriate. 

The committee would like to recognize and thank Greg and Jen 
Woolley and family for coordinating the Christmas decorat-
ing.  Much appreciation for those who helped create a beautiful 

place of worship during this special time of year. 

Next month’s agenda will include discussion of the goal and next 
steps.  The next meeting was set for Tuesday, Feb 5 at 7:00 pm 

and concluded with the Lord’s prayer. 

Youth: Gospel Gang will be unable to meet during the month of 

January due to a scheduling conflict and will resume meeting on 
February. Luther League will be meeting in January and mem-
bers will be confirming attendance to the mission trip which is in 

June.  
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Volunteers Needed:  The FISH sign-up sheet is at the back of the 
church, so please volunteer your time to sort clothing, dishes, toys, lin-
ens, curtains, shoes, etc. at the FISH facility in Sidney, 4th Monday of the 

month from 10:00am – 3:00 pm.   
 

Pastor Cathi will be on surgery leave starting Thursday, January 17th for 
Pastoral emergencies, Please call the church office or Pastor Cathi’s cell 

phone (308) 991-8613.  
 

Meal Train sign-up sheet for Pastor Cathi at the back of the church. We 
are asking for one meal twice a week to help her out while she recovers 

from surgery.  
 

Reserve the date!  For the Jackson Center Community Blood Drive on 
Tuesday, April 9, 2019 from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm at the Jackson Center 
American Legion.  Go to: www.donortime.com and make your appoint-
ment.  If you have questions, please contact Nancy McName, Chairper-
son. 
 

Lay Readers Needed: Anyone interested in being a Lay Reader for the 
8:00 am or 10:30 am worship service. Please contact Nikki in the church 
office at graceelc@embarqmail.com or 937-596-6516. Thank you! 
 

NOTICE TO ALL HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS FOR 2019 

IT WAS DISCUSSED AND VOTED ON AT OUR BOARD MEETING 

AUG 15, 2018 THAT WE WILL FOLLOW THE GUIDELINES OF THE 

CAC WHICH SAYS TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF GRACE CON-

GREGATION YOU HAVE TO HAVE COMMUNED AT LEAST 3 TIMES 

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.  If a high school senior has communed at 

least 3 times thru the year they would be eligible to have a personal quilt 

made from their T-shirts by the Women of the Church. They can submit 

no more than 10 pictures and 25 T-shirts. They will receive a letter in Jan 

2019 with more explanation.  The WOC Board members 

(Check calendar for more action @ Grace!) 
 

February 10: Luther League Breakfast 

February 10: Mission Committee Pork Dinner 

          to Benefit “Home of Peace” Orphanage Tanzania 

February 11-18: Haiti Mission Trip 

February 12: Backpack Packing 

February 16: “Hand of Hope” Team #3 

February 18: Men’s Group Meeting 

February 21: WOC Sewing Day 

February 27: “Young at Heart” Meeting 

 

 

 

Path Forward: Call Process 

As of the February newsletter deadline, the 
Call Committee is on task and on schedule in 
getting Grace’s Congregation Profile in front of 
candidates to be our next Pastor. We’ll be meet-
ing again on January 27f or a conference call with 
the NALC ministry staff about more details of the 
call process and to go over any questions we 
have. After that, we’ll finish drafting the profile — 
the information about Grace’s ministry plus all 
that  Jackson Center offers as a place to serve 
Christ’, shepherd the church and minister in com-

munity. Stay in prayer! Stay tuned for updates!   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjmzrXS8a7fAhVPjoMKHQ6PAYoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fcoming-events-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw1a6i7all033-tNh-RxoHUR&ust=1545411393060333
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjekuqBh4LgAhWWw4MKHaC8AVoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldartsme.com%2Fchurch-announcements-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw2mcLsOuPE1N4mLWW8E4eXR&ust=1548269355425925
http://www.donortime.com
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The Season of 
Epiphany: 

The Holy 
“Reveal” 

Continues! 

Worship Servants for Sundays in February 2019 
 Fourth Sunday after 

Epiphany  

February 3 

Fifth Sunday after  

Epiphany 

February 10 

Sixth Sunday after  

Epiphany 

February 17 

Seventh Sunday after  

Epiphany 

February 24 

Lessons Jere 1:4-10; Ps 71:1-6; 

1 Cor 12:31-13:13;  

Luke 4:31-44 

Is 6:1-8; Ps 138; 1 Cor 14:12-

20; Luke 5:1-11 

Jer 17:5-8; Ps 1; 1 Cor 15:12-

20; Luke 6:17-26 

Gen 45:3-15; Ps 103:1-13; 1 
Cor 15:21-26, 30-42; Luke 6:27-

38 

 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 

Organists Cheryl Burch Cheryl Burch Cheryl Burch Cheryl Burch 

Acolytes Kaiden Hinegardner Bryson Roberts Macy Klopfenstein Kaiden Hinegardner 

Lay Readers Linda Jenkins TBA TBA Rick Russell 

     

 10:30 AM 10:30 AM  10:30 AM  10:30 AM  

Acolytes Sierra DeWeese Caitlyn Barhorst Maleah Kipker Trever Huber 

Lay Readers Aaron Klopfenstein Sandy Roach Anne Shroyer Jerry Mann 

Communion 

Preparation 

Dick & Linda Jenkins  

Darren Myers 
Kay Frieders Jason, Trent & Ian Platfoot Jack Frieders 

A/V  Jill Ludwig Kay Frieders Lisa Wright Karen Hatfield 

Song   

Leaders 

Melody Schneider 

Betsy Wells 

Cheryl Janssen 

Jill Ludwig 

Rachel Sailor 

Kay Frieders 

Cheryl Janssen 

Greg Woolley 

Rick Sailor 

Rachel Sailor 

Kay Frieders 

 Deacons for this month   8:00 AM  J. Platfoot, T. Platfoot, I. Platfoot, L. Faler, D. Faler, D. Jenkins, L. Jenkins, D. Myers, C. Regula, A. Regula                         

                                                              

           10:30 AM  K. Frieders, J. Frieders, R. Sailor, S. Roach, M. Kohler, M. Kohler 

Grace at Worship ... 
The word Epiphany refers to a 
"manifestation" or "appearance" of 
God. Throughout this season of the 
Church year, we hear many stories of 
how Jesus manifested the power of 
God in his earthly ministry, teaching 
with authority, performing miracles, 
casting out demons, and healing dis-

eases.  

We celebrate this Season of Light by 
giving glory to Jesus Christ, the True 

Light who has come into the world. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartmag.com%2Fimages%2Fepiphany-clipart-free-14.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartmag.com%2Fepiphany-clipart-free&docid=CynEg2xwL0ONmM&tbnid=tf8_S--JWec92M%3A&vet=12ahUKEwjnidrc-67fAhUjq4MKHRgwAk04yAEQ
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Women of the Church 

Circle 1 

Circle one met Wednesday, January 2nd with six members 
present.  Sharon Lenhart opened the meeting with a read-
ing, “The Sun Is Still Shining.” 
Vice president Paula March reminded us that WOC project 
for January is collecting greeting cards.  In February, we will 
bake cookies for the Alpha Center and collect items for the 
Personal Care Kits. 
Barb Wical informed us about the new Bible study books.  
Some books are on back order. We will begin our study in 
February with Day 1 of the first session. 
Sharon led our study as we met Eve, a lady with worries 
about her children and her parents.  We were reminded to 
give God our worries instead of losing sleep.  Prayer is the 
best way to ask for mercy on our loved ones.  We need to 
be like Martha and serve others’ needs, but also be like 
Mary to listen and be served by Jesus. 
Members closed the meeting by praying the Lord’s prayer. 
We will meet on February 6th with Bible study and opening 
led by Barb Wical and Sharon Lenhart as hostess. Marge 
Beam served a delicious dessert. 
Submitted by Secretary Barb Wical 

 
Circle 2  

Circle 2 met Monday, January 7, 2019. Joyce Regula led 
our bible study on letting God be in control.  Esther is a 
great example of how she let God take control.  She prayed 
& fasted, prepares to die, prepares herself, prepares dinner 
& has patience.  By praying, preparing & having patience 
Esther saves her people.  
Roll call was answered by 4 members by naming their fa-
vorite sport or healthy habit.  
Treasurers report: $135.51 
No old business  
New business:  We found out today that Marie Heintz 
passed away.  Prayers are with her family.  A $25 donation 
from our circle will be given to the memorial fund in Marie’s 
honor.  
Meeting was adjourned with prayer.  
Our next meeting will be February 4th at 7pm. Lori Wiswell 
will lead our bible study.  
Submitted by Secretary Elsa Stengel 

 
Circle 3 

Circle 3 met on January 15, 2019. Bible Study was led by 
Anne Shroyer.  We studied the life of Martha from the book 
of Luke 10:38-42. Previously we had studied Mary who was 
only concerned about setting at Jesus feet and learning His 
word. Martha felt sure Jesus would agree with her that Mary 

should get up and help prepare a meal for everyone. Jesus 
responded to Martha saying, “Mary has chosen the good 
part”. V-42 Jesus reminded Martha of a secret that is easily 
forgotten in the midst of our busy lives; our value, our worth, 
and our identity are not up for grabs every day based on 
how we behave or preform. They are locked securely in the 
heart of God who loves us and gave his life for us. The 
more we are worried about the many things, the more we 
show we are not trusting in God. 
Roll Call was answered by 8 members with a verse that had 
the word “wonderful” in it.  
Treasurer reported a balance of $106.48 
 Business was discussion on collecting old greeting card 
(fronts only) for the month of January, and collecting cook-
ies for Alpha Center on Feb. 3rd.  Sewing day will be Feb. 
21st this year, beginning at 9 a.m. Bring a covered dish to 
share for lunch. 
Easter is April 21st this year, and the women will serve a 
meal for Ash Wednesday service, date to be determined. 
Toni will check on a book for our Bible studies after we fin-
ish the book “Twelve Women of the Bible.” 
Next month’s leader is Marilyn Johnson, and Marilyn will be 
the hostess also. 
Anne served a warm delicious dessert with some chocolate 
and other goodies on the side. 
Meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
Acting Secretary,  Linda Jenkins 

 
February WOC Projects: 
 

Cookie Bakers:  The WOC will be collecting dozens of cookies 
for the Alpha Center.  Please have your cookies plated and/or 
bagged by the dozen and marked for the Alpha Center and put in 
the church kitchen by Sunday, February 3rd.  Thank you for your 
donations!  The Alpha Center is always very appreciative of our 
cookie donations.  Darlene Woolley is chairperson for this project, 

so contact her for questions. 
 

Personal Care Kits will be collected throughout the month of 
February.  The kits consist of 1 dark color bath towel, 1 nail clip-
pers, 2 bath-size soaps in packaging, 1 sturdy comb, and 1 adult-
size toothbrush.  Any questions can be directed to chairperson 

Barb Wical. 
 

Sewing Day will be Thur. Feb. 21st , from 9 a.m. to ?  There is a 
covered dish lunch by all, and everyone is welcome to come and 
enjoy the fellowship, fun and food!  We cut, pin, sew and knot 
quilts for Lutheran World Relief and there would be a job for eve-
ryone!  Also, we need 60” x 80” blanket tops and sheets for back-

ing.  Bring your scissors, pins, yarn and large needles. 
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Thank you very much for the Christmas gift. I greatly appreciate 
it. I very much enjoy working with all of you and I am glad to call 

you my church family.  

Blessings, Nikki Tontrup 
 

Thank you so much for the very generous Christmas gift! Chris 
and I are truly blessed and thankful to be a part of such a loving 

church family. Thank you again and god bless everyone. 

Chris and Rhonda Burch 
 

Thank you for the lovely white poinsettia given to Eldon and I for 
Christmas.  Your thoughtfulness and love is a blessing to us.  We 
thank you for this symbol of your friendship. May God bless you in 

2019.   

Barb and Eldon Wical  
 

Dear Friends in Christ:  As we embark on a new year, we want 
to again extend our gratitude for your continued support of the We 
Care Fund.  This past year has been no different than previous 
years.  People are still in need of help.  With that in mind I want to 

share with you the final numbers from this past year.   

Standing in the need of prayer … 
    Our Military Personnel: Dustin Mitchell, Blake Zimpfer 

Those who are ill: 

Tim Gerber 

Landon Reese 

Ellie Ward 

Harriet and Luther Mann  

Doris Jean Frieders (Jack’s mom) 

Reed Burch 

Jodi Hinegardner (Doug Hinegardner’s sister) 

Brenda Lach (Tom & Shirley Schindel family friend) 

Carol Cromes       

Bobbie Burton (Sharon Lenhart’s cousin) 

Henry Springer 

Kelli Bowen 

Max McGowan 

Holly McEldowney 

Phyllis Zorn 

And others we name in our hearts 

Phil & Martha Menzel  

(Katie Woolley’s parents)         

Euanna & Tim Herndon    

Dru Martin (Marie Heintz’s niece) 

Mike Barhorst (Zac’s father) 

Missy Pope 

Cindy Cox (Heather Barhorst’s friend) 

Pastor Cathi Braasch 

Congratulations to Ethan & Kassie Ludwig on the birth of their son Emerson Lennox Ludwig 
born January 2, 2019 at 7:52 pm. Emerson weighed 6 lbs. 15 oz. and was 20” long. He is 

welcomed home by siblings Trevor & Korah. 

The number of families you have helped in one way or an-
other was 59.  The total amount of funds that was distribut-
ed was $6,861.37.  Our continued prayer is the number of 
families who need help in our little corner of the world as 
well as across our country will decline.  Again, thank you for 
your help in this ministry.  May you have a blessed New 

Year.   Your friends in Christ,   

Ron & Linda Leininger, Dick & Linda Jenkins 
 

Dear Church members, The Fish Pond Food Pantry would 

like to offer heartfelt thanks for all of the support during the 

year 2018.  You may have given food items, personal care 

items, baby items, laundry supplies, or money to help us 

assist many people in our communities that have a need.  

We have been very blessed this past year as you have pro-

vided us with all the resources to take care of those in need.  

We are very grateful for each one of you that have helped 

us this year.  Thanks also to all volunteers who gave their 

time whenever needed.  

Barb and Eldon Wical, Directors of Fish Pond Food Pantry 

Thank you’s 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdumielauxepices.net%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fstork-clipart-congratulation-781238-1472762.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdumielauxepices.net%2Fstork-clipart%2Fstork-clipart-congratulation&docid=SbnYgULY7z
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January 1, 2019 
  
Dear Friends and Family, 
  Greetings to you at this Christmas and New Year time of the year.  It is a time when we remember the coming of the baby Jesus 
to this earth to show His love and care for each of us.  Thanks be to God. 
   I bring you greetings from Bariadi and the whole group of people there.  The children will be coming home after their time in  
secondary school.  It has been a very fruitful time for them.  They have grown up and will be ready for whatever comes their way. 
   It is difficult to give all their things that come their way, both physical and everyday life things.  They are a very happy group of 
children because they know that they are taken care of in so many ways. 
  We are getting ready for next year’s schooling for secondary students.  I need one more $920 for one of the students.  If you 
could give a little bit it would be appreciated.  I hate asking for money at this time but it is needed and God understands and I 
hope you will as well. 
  So much has been accomplished this year and so much is needed to be done at this time so let us work together and get the 
work done that will help the students in so many ways. 
  May God bless each of you as you serve Him in so many ways to get His work done. 
 
In His love,  
Bibi Marge 

Mark Your Calendars! 

The Mission Committee Pork Loin Dinner is Rescheduled for Sunday, February 10, 2019  

4:30 pm.– 6:30 pm. 

Carry Out ONLY. 

Dinner will include Pork Loin, Potato, Applesauce & Roll and Butter. 

Proceeds to benefit “Home of Peace” Orphanage,  

Tanzania. 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fmzayat.com%2F%2F2018%2Fpork-clipart-pig-tail%2Fpork-clipart-pig-tail-12.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fmzayat.com%2Fcliparts%2Fpork-clipart-pig-tail.html&docid=zSpdSgWE6Pp8HM&tbnid=eLWf2SYgipVK2M%3A&vet=12ahU
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     
 

1 
 
Pastor Cathi’s  
Day Off 
 
 
 
 
 
Chad Ware 

2  
 
 
 
Groundhog Day 

3  4th Sunday after 

Epiphany 

8:00 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
9:15 Sunday School 
9:15  Lay /Witness 
10:30 am Worship 
6:00 pm C.C. 4-H 
 
Scott Dickman 

4 
 
6:00 pm Education 
Meeting 
7:00 pm Circle 2 

 
 
Jada Yinger 
Jadyn Yinger 

5 
 
7:00 pm Worship 
Comm. 
 
 
 
 
Adrianne  
Klopfenstein 

6 
1:30 pm Circle 1 
6:15 pm-7:45pm  
Catechism 
6:15pm-7:30pm Gospel 
Gang 
6:30 pm Luther League 
7:00 pm Choir Practice 
 
Dwight & Marilyn  Johnson* 

7 
 
7:00 pm Praise Band 
8:00 pm Dartball 

 
 
Ryan Sailor 
Holden Downing 

8 
Pastor Cathi’s  
Day Off 

 
 
Gary Byrd 
Jack Frieders 
Emma Regula 
Bryson Roberts 

9 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Rachel Couchot 
Lauren Wildermuth 

10 5th. Sunday after 

Epiphany 
8:00 am Worship w/ 
Choir 
9:00 am L.L. Breakfast 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
4:30-6:30pm Mission 
Pork Dinner 
6:30 pm Pro. Live . 4-H 
Christy Koenig 

11 
 

 
Haiti Mission Trip 
Feb 11-18 

 
Mike Couchot 
Gracelyn  
Westerheide 

12 
 
6:00 pm Backpack 
Packing 
 
 
Cynthia Johnson 
Randy & Gina 
Pence* 

13 
 
6:00 am CAC  
Meeting 
6:15pm-7:45pm  
Catechism 

 
 
 

14 
 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band 
8:00 pm Dartball 
 

Valentine’s Day 
 

 
Lisa Wright 

15 
 
Pastor Cathi’s  
Day Off 

 
 
 
 
Jarrod Lee 

16 
 
11:00 am Hands of 
Hope Meal - 
Team #3 

 

 
 
Joyce Regula 

17 6th Sunday after 

Epiphany 
 
8:00 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
9:15am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

18 
 
7:00 pm Men’s 
Group Meeting 

 
 

 
 
Chris Mann 

19 
 
7:00 pm Circle 3 
 
 
 
Katherine Adams 
Caroline Frieders 
Jill Ruppert 
Rita Ware 

20 
 
6:15 pm-7:45pm  
Catechism 
6:30 pm Luther League 
7:00 pm Choir Practice 

 
 
 
Reed & Lori Burch* 

21 
9:00 am WOC 
sewing day 
7:00 pm  Praise 
Band 
8:00 pm Dartball 

 
 
Shannon Roberts 

22 
 

Pastor Cathi’s  
Day Off 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Monnin 

23 
 
 
 
 
Caitlyn Barhorst 
Russell Davis 
Marc Gloyeske 

24 7th. Sunday after 

Epiphany 
8:00 am Worship w/ 
Choir 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
 
 
 

Randy Pence 

25 
 
10:00 am– 3:00 pm 
Fish  

 
 
 
 
Christen Ware 

26 
 
2:15 pm FairHaven 
Shirley Schindel & 
Ann Shroyer 
 
 
 
Brent Russell 
Bob Zorn 

27 1:30 pm “Young at          

Heart” 
6:15 pm-7:45pm  
Catechism 
7:00 pm Choir Practice 
Chad Davis  
Maleah Kipker 
Maria Keller 
Lori Wiswell 
Carly Lotz 

28 
 
7:00 pm Praise Band 
8:00 pm Dartball 

  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjdlJPp9IHgAhWJ44MKHcnEAeIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.abobslife.com%2F2015%2F02%2Fmonday-musings-february-2-2015.html&psig=AOvVaw1inyEXNlbYBH88ZV5Woi5_&ust=1548264391618383
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimg.clipartlook.com%2Falso-giving-one-with-the-words-happy-valentine-s-day-as-a-freebie-valentines-day-clip-art-free-320_241.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartlook.com%2Flook%2F11093-valentines-day-clip-a
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