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Welcome to 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
December 24, 2021  ~  7:00 P.M. 

 
 

Beliefs and Customs 
    Holy Communion is also called the Lord’s 
Supper, Sacrament of the Altar, Eucharist, and 
the Last Supper. Lutherans believe that Jesus’ 
body and blood are truly present when we 

participate in Holy Communion. Believing, baptized Christians are welcome to 
participate in this special meal with us. 
    For Holy Communion distribution, communicants, please come to the Communion 
table (maintaining 6’ social distance) to pick up the wrapped elements (host & 
grape juice) for your family. Gluten free elements are in a separate basket. A 
deacon will assist you. Then return to your seat until the time of consecration when 
we will take the Lord’s Supper together at one time.  

 

Welcome to Our Guests 
The birth announcement reads: “It’s a boy!”  And his name is “God with us.”  
Welcome to the bedside of the newborn King!  We believe God has a purpose for 
you being here today and our desire is to be an instrument in helping you discover 
and fulfill that purpose. You are invited to come and worship with us again. If you are 
a visitor, we ask that you sign the guest register in either vestibule and fill out a card 
found in your pew. Please let us know if the pastor or we may be of service to you in 
any way.   
 

 

* Indicates times during which the congregation stands. 

The Prelude            Shirley Schindel & Kay Byrd 

Lighting of the Candles    

Welcome 
 

*Processional Hymn “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful”            
 

Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to 
Bethlehem; Come and behold him Born the king of angels:  
Oh, come, let adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh come, let us adore 
him, Christ the Lord! 
 

The highest, most holy, Light of light eternal, Born of a virgin, a mortal he 
comes; Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! Oh, come, let us adore 
him, Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
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Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, Sing, all ye citizens of heaven 
above! Glory to God In the highest: Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let 
us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be glory 
given! Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing:  Oh, come, let us adore 
him, Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us 
adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Greeting 
L: Fear not, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 

all people. 
C: For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 

Christ the Lord. 
L: And this shall be a sign for you: 
C: You will find the baby wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 

manger. 
L: And suddenly there was, with the angel, a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God. 
C: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth! 
 

The Lighting of the Christ Candle         
 

L: In the beginning was the Word, 
C: and the Word was with God, 
L: and the Word was God. 
C: He was in the beginning with God. 
L: All things came into being through him, 
C: and without him not one thing came into being.  
L: What has come into being in him was life, 
C: and that life was the light of all people.  
L: The light shines in the darkness, 
C: and the darkness did not overcome it.  
L: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
C: and we have seen his glory, 
L: the glory as of the Father’s only Son,  
C: full of grace and truth.  
 

P: Let us pray: 
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All: God of majesty, on this holy night your light and life broke into the 
darkness of our human condition. Grant that your light and life will 
continue to shine through us into a dark and weary world until that 
time when your glory reigns forever; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Savior and Lord, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7                

The New Testament Reading: Titus 2:11-14  

Musical Offering            “Do You Hear What I Hear”         Lake Woolley 

*The Gospel: Luke 2:1-20 

The Christmas Eve Sermon          Pastor Bert 
 

Sermon Hymn             “Away in a Manger” 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, The little Lord Jesus laid down his 
Sweet head; The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, The little Lord 
Jesus asleep on the hay.  
 

The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes, But little Lord Jesus no crying he 
makes. I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky and stay by my cradle 
till morning is nigh. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay close by me forever and love me, I 
pray. Bless all the dear children in your tender care and fit us for heaven to 
live with you there.  

 

*Nicene Creed      
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all 
things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
virgin Mary and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge  
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the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is  
worshipped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen                 
  

Prayers of the Church 

Musical Offering              “The First Noel”              Carter Klopfenstein 
 
Prayer of Confession and Christ’s Promise of Forgiveness 
 
P: Let us draw near to God and make our confession of sin to our holy God 
 Time for silent reflection and confession 
C: Father God, 
you are the one who leads us from darkness into light, from captivity  
into freedom, from anxiety into peace, from despair into joy. Yet we long 
to break free, choosing independence, convinced of our own wisdom, 
forgetting your love and grace. Forgive us, draw close to us, embrace 
us once again in your loving arms, and enable us to follow you in 
worship and grateful service each day of our lives.  Lord, have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. Amen 
 

P: God has had mercy on us and sent his only Son, born of the flesh, to die 
for us and for his sake forgives us all our sins. As a minister of God’s Word 
and by Christ’s authority, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 
sin, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 

Distribution of the Sacrament  
Holy Communion 
Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                           
Words of Institution- Consecration                                                                  
*Post Communion Blessing and Prayer 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Lighting of the Candles 
 (During this special music, Pastor lights a candle from the Christ Candle, the deacons 

light their candles from the Christ candle, then the deacons will light the candle of each 
person nearest the aisle.  To avoid dripping wax, tip your unlit candle when lighting.) 
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Hymn                   “Silent Night, Holy Night!” 
 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and 
child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in 
heavenly peace.  
 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; Glories stream from 
heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia! Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, 
the Savior, is born.  
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from your 
holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at the birth, Jesus, 
Lord, at your birth.  
 
The Benediction       
(Extinguish candles) 
 

*The Recessional Hymn        “Joy to the World”    
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive its King; Let every heart 
prepare him room and heaven and nature sing, And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ, While fields 
and floods rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the 
sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sin and sorrow grow Nor thorns infest the ground; He comes to 
make his blessings flow Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as the curse is found.  
 

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove The 
glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love, And wonders of his love, 
And wonders, wonders of his love.   
 

 

Distribution of Christmas Gifts 
 

Sending

P: Go in the peace of Christ to share that our Savior is born. 
C: Thanks be to God!                     
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Enter to Worship --- Depart to Serve

Listening for the Promise Weekly Devotional Christmas Eve – 
December 24, 2021 
Nativity of Our Lord 

 “And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear.” (Luke 2:8-9) I never 
get tired of reading the story of the shepherds in Luke’s narrative of the Christmas 
story. I can easily identify with them. You see, I was born a Christian in 
predominantly Muslim Jerusalem (then Jordan). Because of my faith, I was shunned, 
just like the shepherds were because of their vocation (they were ostracized and I 
was considered to be an infidel - both unclean and would defile anyone or anyplace 
they came in contact with). The shepherds were chosen by God to be among the 
first to know about the birth of Jesus. These were simple and uneducated men who 
spent at least nine months of every year in the wilderness tending sheep. Keep in 
mind that the sheep were not theirs; they belonged to others. To these simple 
people a very complicated message was delivered: There was happening in that 
moment, the birth of the Savior of Israel and the world, in a cave they were very 
familiar with, no more than a mile or two away. It takes simple people to accept and 
believe such an unbelievable message. If the angel came to you with this story, how 
many questions would you have asked the angel and what list of proofs would he 
need to provide for you to believe? The shepherds did not question. They accepted 
every word that was spoken and Luke tells us they believed and responded, “Let us 
go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” (Luke 2:15b) I find joy in reading about the shepherds in the 
Nativity story because the safety of the sheep did not matter. It was the fulfillment of 
Isaiah’s prophecy that proved to be most important (Isaiah 7). The simple men of the 
wilderness of Judea showed a faith that I pray I will have before my days on this 
earth are over. They walked to the cave, looked at the face of the baby, told Mary 
and Joseph what they were told, and walked back. Their sheep were safe and their 
faith was strengthened. What a story!! Prayer: We give you thanks, Good Lord for 
the gift of Jesus our Savior. Increase our faith to believe and trust in the fulfillment of 
your promises. Through Jesus Christ, the holy child of Bethlehem. Amen 
 
 
 

There is a box for offering located on a table at the back of the church, for you to 
drop off offerings. Ways of giving on our website there is a link if you click on the 
online giving tab, is set up with Vanco electronic giving. Another way to give is by 
your banks bill pay or by check or cash. All offerings are greatly appreciated to help 
facilitate the Lord’s work here.   
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