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Jesus Still Lead On … 
Mid-Lent thoughts from Pastor Cathi Braasch – March 2018 

As busy as Lent can be for Pastors, there are some things that we dare not 

neglect if we are to stay spiritually fit. All these things are summarized in the 

words – vows, actually – that were spoken when we were ordained.  

Each September, I renew those vows with hundreds of my fellow Lutheran 

clergy who are members of the Society of the Holy Trinity. We come from a dozen 

different Lutheran church bodies in the United States and Canada, yet we all spoke 

the same vows when hands holy hands were laid on us, the Holy Spirit called 

down, and Christ’s yoke laid upon our shoulders.  

Each time a pastor is installed, the congregation joins the pastor in renewing 

those vows and committing to receive, support and honor their new shepherd for 

his or her ministry’s sake. This happened nearly a year ago when Rev. Mark 

Chavez, General Secretary and representative of the North American Lutheran 

Church Bishop, installed me as Grace’s interim pastor. Then, last September, 

God’s people of Grace extended that call to a three-year term.  By this time in 12 

months, the goal is that a congregational profile will be under development and 

that Grace will be ready to recognize, receive, respect and rally ‘round the Shep-

herd whom the Lord is already preparing for you.   

Each Lent, preparing for Easter and reflecting on ordination vows go together 

like hands folded in prayer. But, that reflection doesn’t wait for Lent, any more 

than preparing to call a new pastor waits until the day that the moving van or U-

Haul arrives and the next pastor is called and installed.  

We’ve been walking that path of preparation together. Sometimes the path 

has been smooth. Other times, the path has been rocky to the point that we stumble 

and fall. Some may be chomping at the bit to press ahead, while others sense the 

need to proceed at a different pace. Dust may kick up to the point that we can’t see 

our way clear for a time, leading to us crashing into each other with less-than-

pleasant results. But we get back up, hopefully giving each other the hand of for-

giveness and fellowship as we do. And, we press on because Jesus leads on into 

the future that is being prepared for Grace.  

Jesus never promised that the road of ministry would be easy for his people. 

Carrying a cross never is easy, but the yoke of Christ is easy and the burden is light 

when we do not carry it alone. (Matthew 11:28-30)  

Carry on, Grace, with Christ in the lead.    

   Pastor Cathi 

Jesus, Still Lead On 

By: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf 

Jesus still lead on 

Till our rest be won; 

And although the way be cheer-

less, 

We will follow calm and fearless; 

Guide us by your hand 

To our fatherland. 

 

If the way be drear, 

If the foe be near, 

Let no faithless fears overtake us, 

Let not faith and hope forsake us; 

Safely past the foe 

To our home we go. 

 

When we seek relief 

From a long-felt grief, 

When temptations come alluring, 

Make us patient and enduring; 

Show us that bright shore 

Where we weep no more. 

 

Jesus, still lead on 

Till our rest be won; 

Heavenly leader, still direct us, 

Still support, console, protect us, 

Till we safely stand 

In our fatherland. 

 

Hymn # 386, Lutheran  Worship 

Author: Adam Drese 

Tune: Seelenbrautigam 

1st Published in 1778 

http://www.jcgracelutheran.org
mailto:graceelc@embarqmail.com
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Church Administrative Council 

February 14, 2018 
 The meeting was called to order by President Jason Platfoot.  
10 members were present.   
*Devotions Kristin Davis led devotions from Matthew 6: 33,34   
We are not to worry about anything.   
*Secretary’s Report : The Secretary’s report from the January 
9, 2018, CAC meeting minutes were reported in the newsletter 
and there were no corrections 
*Treasurer’s Report – Iva Lenhart reported that we have a 
cash balance of $160,158.96.  The month of January saw the 
total income of $17,435.34 and expenses of $20,894.39.  It was 
noted that Kay Byrd returned the money she received for playing 
the piano and CAC was appreciative of this.  It was moved by 
Marilyn Kohler and second by Aron Klopfenstein to approve the 
treasurer’s report as presented.  Motion carried. 
*Pastor’s Report – Pastor Cathi reported that the mission trip to 
Africa was a success.  She will be asking to present the high-
lights of her trip at a later date.   She noted that the Haiti trip will 
be leaving next week.  She noted that Sandy had resigned as 
secretary effective Feb. 28, 2018.  The process to find a re-
placement will begin and the CAC executive committee will be 
heading this up.   
     Connie Schneider moved to have Sunday School on Easter 
at a time to be determined by the Education Committee.  Se-
conded by Marilyn Kohler. Motion carried.  
*New Business 
Review Mission Goals   Church goals were reviewed.    CAC 
members were re-minded that March 3rd  is the leadership re-
treat from 9:00-2:00pm. 
▪ CAC members were asked to think about work day .  It was 

discussed that the work day should include cleaning the inside 
of the church also.  The work day will be held in April. 

▪ Kristen will work on a write-up for the goals that were set in 
2017. 

    Kristen Davis moved and Connie Schneider seconded to ad-
journ the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s 
prayer. 
 

 Committee Reports 
 

Education Committee Meeting – 2/15/18 
16 Members present, Garrett opened with prayer 

New Officers announced: Garrett Serr (Superintendent), 
Kent Leininger (Asst. Superintendent), Dawn Heppard 

(Secretary) 

Secretary’s report from October’s meeting read and ap-
proved 

Treasurer’s report with balance of $3,634.58 read and ap-
proved 

Christmas program recap: Lori advised using Sunday school 

hour works well for practice.  Date for 2018 set as Decem-

ber 16, after confirming Choir service on December 9 with 
Rick. 

VBS discussed: Breezy advised she will be available to assist 

the new director and even attend a meeting in Piqua on 
February 27 to preview different programs with samples.  

Dates were discussed as school starts early on August 14 

this year, final will be determined after director has been 
established. 

Rally Day with a “Blessing of the Backpacks” will be August 19 

April advised all teaching positions are filled at this time 

Curriculum was reviewed: April advised Primary teachers 

pleased with SOLA (used through Christmas), then switched 
to Concordia at New Year.   

Mission Sundays discussed: Becky and April advised well re-

ceived, but not many new missions at this time, not sure 

how many more they will have. 

Attendance update:  Fluctuates seasonally 

The importance of having Sunday School on Easter was dis-

cussed: Darlene will ask the CAC to reconsider their decision 
and offer our regular Sunday morning service schedule: 

8:00am Traditional Service, 9:15am Sunday School, 10:30 

Contemporary Service – so the kids could still have Sunday 
School 

Education Committee will host the Lenten Meal on February 21 
– Becky had menu prepared and volunteers signed up at the 

meeting 

Joyce explained the “Lunch Buddy Program” and advised more 

volunteers are needed; Joyce and Rhonda will share at both 
services Sunday. 

Next meeting will be April 9 at 7:00pm 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer 

~ Respectfully Submitted,  Dawn Heppard 
 

Endowment Committee:  Did not meet this month.           

  ~ Jill 
 

Lay / Witness Meeting- Jan. 28th, 2018:  Meeting was 
opened with 3 members present and Sandy led us in devo-

tions titled “Passing on a Legacy.”  Linda read the secretary’s 

report and visits and communions were reported. We had a 
total of 8 visits with 6 shut-ins receiving communion. 

     Members counted and recorded the items that the congre-
gation had brought in during the month for our baby  

bags. Items are as follows: 

 Diapers- 6 pkgs, total of 256.  We will put 12 in each gift 

bag. 

 Baby wash and shampoo- 7 bottles  

 Baby lotion- 4 bottles 

 Baby powder- 6 bottles    

(Continued on page 3) 
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 Baby wipes- 13 packs 

 Baby bibs- 6 packs, total of 22, we will put 2 in each bag 

 Burp cloths- 2 packs, total of 4 

 Sippy cups- 5 

 Wash cloths- 1 pack of 3 

     Linda will put a “Thank You” in bulletin for all the gener-

ous donations! 

     Sympathy cards were sent to the family of Betty Kemp. 
     “Hands of Hope” committee for Feb. will meet Feb. 4th 

during SS hour to discuss the meal to be served at Alpha 
Center on Feb.17th. 

     Linda will check with Pastor Cathi to see if she would be 
able to meet with us at our regular meeting time to discuss 

how we deliver communion to our shut-ins. 
     Next Meeting will be Feb. 11th at 9 a.m. during the Sun-

day school hour.  Devotions will be given by Linda 

     Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.     
     ~ Linda Jenkins 
 

Lay / Witness Meeting Feb. 10th, 2018:  We met during 
the Sunday School hour with 4 members and Pastor Cathi in 

attendance.  

     Linda opened the meeting with prayer and a reading 
from the book titled “A Touch of His Freedom” written by 

Charles Stanley. The reading was titled “Service Syndrome” 
and talked about how in today’s world we can pick up the 

phone, or get on the computer and order any service imagi-
nable, and gives a false idea that the ones that are served 

the most are the most important.  We need to learn that 
those who do the serving are the ones who reap the most 

benefit if it is done for our Lord. We would be wise to begin 

servanthood today! 
     Pastor expressed that she would like to meet with the 

committee and anyone else who is serving communion to our 
shut-ins. We decided on the date of March 10, 2018 from 11 

a.m. to 1 p.m. for a small retreat with all those who serve 
our shut-ins, where we can learn how to make sure our 

hearts and minds are prepared to serve and for Pastor to 

answer any questions we may have.   Pastor Cathi will serve 
a lunch.  

     Linda reminded us to think of ways we can use some of 
the Thrivent cards to serve in our ministry.  Prayers were 

offered for some of our members, and all closed by praying 
the Lord’s prayer.    

     ~ Acting Secretary, Linda Jenkins 
 

Mission Committee: The Mission Committee met on Tues-
day, Feb. 13th.  Pastor Cathi gave us an update on her trip, 

requesting the chance to share with our congregation a ser-
vice similar to one held in Malawi.  She will discuss this with 

the Worship Committee.  She will also be one of our Sunday 

School Mission speakers, as will Tim Gerber, Tim Schneider 
and Fritz Serr who will present about the Gideon’s. 

     Pastor Cathi also presented our committee with a new 
possible mission, the Lutheran Military Veterans and Family 

Ministry.  She shared with us its purpose and goals and asked 
if this might be something Grace would be interested in tak-

ing part in, either financially, prayerfully or by possibly being 
trained to help veterans in faith base ministry.  The commit-

tee voted to have a pastor come present information to the 

congregation to see if it might be something we are interest-
ed in.  Pastor Cathi will set this up. 

     Marlaine presented some information she received from 

Perez, at the Orphanage in Tanzania, that we might use in 
the newsletter. 

     We reviewed the Mission in a Bottle project and feel the 
need to put reminders out to the congregation about this 
ministry. 
     Pastor Cathi shared with us that this Sunday, at both ser-

vices, we will have a prayer blessing for those going to Haiti, 
Lisa Wright and Melodi Hagen. 

     Mission Committee members were encouraged to put the 

CAC Retreat, March 3rd, on their calendars.  Our next meet-
ing will be Wednesday, March 7th at 6:00 pm.   ~ 

Marilyn Kohler  
 

Property report:  (1) The thermostat in front office will be 
moved to equalize heat in the two rooms.  Better heat con-

trol.  (2) Roof examination will take place before ceiling tiles 
are replaced in upper level.  (3) We have concern on damp-

ness on east wall in north coat room, will check that roof.  
(4) Rick and I will change out bulb in front of church that's 

burnt out..         ~ Tom & Rick 
 

Worship Committee Meeting – 2/6/18: 
• 10 Members present 

• The Worship Committee still feels strongly about having 

two Worship Services on Easter but understands CAC’s con-
cern with changing times and confusing people.  It was 

recommended that we ask CAC to reconsider having more 
than one service on Easter.  It is now proposed that the 
Easter Service schedule be our usual Sunday Morning Wor-
ship Schedule (with Communion at both services) 

  8:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship (organist) 
  9:00 a.m.  Fellowship 

  9:15 a.m.  Sunday School 

  10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship (band) 
•  Rudy and Jill Ruppert have said yes to Easter decorat-

ing.  Rhonda and Pastor Cathi will work together to deter-
mine which decorations are to be used and when they 

should go up. 
•  Pastor Cathi has found a DVD series to use for the Lenten 

services (Ash Wednesday to Easter).  She will purchase the 
set for $140. 

•  Lenten meals will be hosted by the following groups: 

              February 21   -     Education Committee 
             February 28   -     Men’s Group     

(Continued on page 5) 
             March 7         -     Luther League 

              March 14       -     CAC 
              March 21       -     Women of the Church 

•  March 25 is Palm Sunday.  Pastor Cathi asks that every-
one congregate outside (weather permitting), she will read 

a processional Gospel, and we will all walk in together wav-

ing our palms on the opening hymn. 
•  Melody is going to research hosting a Seder meal prior to 

the Maundy Thursday service. 
•  Rick and Toni will work together to plan special music for 

the Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter morning 
services. 

•  April 22 - Choir Service at 8 a.m. 
•  April 29 – Pastor Cathi will not be here.  She will see if 

there is a seminary student that is available to lead both 

services.        
(Continued on page 4) 
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 Upcoming Events in March: 
      Saturday, March 3: 9-11:00 am Women’s Bible Study  
         Sunday, March 4: Third Sunday in Lent—8:00 am service with communion, 10:30 am service as  
 normal. 
 Exodus 20:1-17,  Psalm 19, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31,  John 2:13-22(23-25) 
 

       Tuesday, March 6: 7:00 pm Prayer time in the Sanctuary—all are invited to come pray and exper- 
 ience uplifting fellowship, testimonies, and vibrant prayer time!  (Informal,  
 not required to share/pray out loud.  See announcements for details.) 
   Wednesday, March 7: 6:00 pm Lenten meal (provided by Luther League), 7:00 pm Lenten “Holden 
 Evening Prayer” service. 
 Psalm 42 

    Saturday, March 10:   9-11:00 am Women’s Bible Study   
       Sunday, March 11: Fourth Sunday in Lent—8:00 am service with choir, 9:00 am Luther League  
 Breakfast, 10:30 am service with communion.   
 Numbers 21:4-9,  Psalm 107:1-9, Ephesians 2:1-10,  John 3:14-21 

    Tuesday, March 13:  6:00 pm Backpack packing for Jackson Center Schools students. 
 Wednesday, March 14: 6:00 pm Lenten meal (provided by CAC), 7:00 pm Lenten “Holden Evening Pray- 
 er” service. 
  Psalm 69  
     Thursday, March 15:   Women of the Church sewing day beginning at 9:00 am.      
     Saturday, March 17: 9-11:00 am Women’s Bible Study 
        Sunday, March 18:   Fifth Sunday in Lent—8:00 am service with communion, 10:30 am service 
 as normal. 
 Jeremiah 31:31-34, Psalm 119:9-16, Hebrews 5:1-10, Mark 10:(32-34) 35-45 

  Wednesday, March 21: 6:00 pm Lenten meal (provided by WOC), 7:00 pm Lenten “Holden Evening Pray- 
  er” service. 
  2 Timothy 2:1-10 

     Saturday, March 24:   9-11:00 am Women’s Bible Study 
       Sunday, March 25: Palm Sunday—Choir sings at 8:00 am service, 10:30 am service with communion.  
 Zechariah 9:9-12, Psalm 118:19-29, Philippians 2:5-11, Mark 14:1—15:47 

   Thursday, March 29: 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service 
  Exodus 24:3-11, Psalm 116:12-19, 1 Corinthians 10:16-17, Mark 14:12-26 

      Friday, March 30: 7:00 pm Good Friday Service 
  Isaiah 52:13—53:12, Psalm 22 or 31, Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9, John 18:1—19:42 

       Sunday, April 1: Easter Sunday Unity Service at 9:00 am with choir and praise band, Sunday  
  School time to be announced. 
  Isaiah 25:6-9, Psalm 16, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Mark 16:1-8 

•  May 6 - Confirmation.  Pastor Cathi will ask the Catechism 

parents if they prefer Confirmation at the early service, late 
service, or possibly a unity service.  Rick will ask Debbie to 

take Confirmation photos. 
•  May 13 – Mother’s Day - Melody will ask a couple men to 

do the Children’s Sermon to honor moms 
•  May 20 – Pentecost – Communion at both services.  We 

will ask the WOC if they want to present quilts to seniors at 
these services. 

•  June 17 – Father’s Day – Melody and Dawn will do the 

Children’s sermon to honor dads 
•  Kristen invited and encouraged everyone to attend the 

March 3 CAC/Committee retreat at Beelman’s Banquet Barn 
9-2:30 p.m. 

     The next two Worship Committee meetings will be held: 
       March 7, 8:00 p.m. (after Lenten Service) 

       April 3, 7:00 p.m. 
   ~ Rhonda 

Youth:  Luther League is selling candy for Valentine's Day. 

They have yet to determine a location for their mission trip 
this summer, but expect to do so soon.  

Lenten Meal Schedule: 
March 7:  Luther League 

March 14:  CAC 

March 21:  Women of the Church 

All meals begin at 6:00 pm. 
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Your Relationship Deserves 

Lutheran Marriage Encounter 

April 27 - 29, 2018 

Fairfield Inn & Suites, Beachwood OH 

Apply now at GodLovesMarriage.org! 

Questions? Contact Duffy & Nan Guthrie 

nguthrie@suite224.net or 440-599-9090 

Pre-registration is required and application dead-
line is April 15.   Don't miss out! 

WOC Announcements 

Reserve the date!  For the Jackson Center Community 
Blood Drive on Tuesday, April 10, 2018 from 2:00 pm to 
6:00 pm at the Jackson Center American Legion.  Go to: 
www.donortime.com and make your appointment.  If you 
have questions, please contact Nancy McName, Chairper-
son. 
 

Personal care items for the Fish Pond Food Pantry will be 
collected during the month of March.  Barb Wical is the 
Chairperson for this project.  Items needed are: 
   Toothpaste Toothbrush Body Wash Soap 
   Shampoo Body Lotion Deodorant Brush  
   Comb  Razors  Conditioner 
 
 

The WOC Sewing Day will be March 15, at 9:00 am.  60” x 
80” Blanket tops, and 60” x 80” sheets for backing are 
needed.  Bring scissors, pins, yarn, large needles and a 
covered dish for lunch. 

 

Grace’s Worship Servants for March 

 March 4 

8:00 am  

March 11 

8:00 am 

March 18 

8:00 am 

March 25 

8:00 am 

Organists Cheryl Burch Nancy McName Cheryl Burch Nancy McName 

Acolytes Ross Ludwig Bryson Roberts Elena Platfoot Ross Ludwig 

Crucifers Carson Regula Kaiden Hinegardner Carson Regula Bryson Roberts 

Lay Readers Lyle Faler Linda Jenkins Bonnie Kaufman Rick Russell 

 10:30 am  10:30 am  10:30 am  10:30 am  

Acolytes Spencer Yinger Haley Barhorst Morgan Huber Ryan Sailor 

Lay Readers Jennifer Woolley Brandt Mann Grace Woolley Cheryl Janssen 

A/V  Sierra DeWeese Lisa Wright Jill Ludwig Allison Hatfield 

Song   

Leaders 

Chelsea Frederick 

Jill Ludwig 

Breezy Yinger 

Melody Schneider 

Greg Woolley 

Betsy Wells 

Chelsea Frederick 

Kassie Ludwig 

Jadyn Yinger 

Cheryl Janssen 

Kay Frieders 

Rita Metz 

 

Grace’s Worship Servants for March Evening Services 

 March 7 

7:00 pm 

Lent Service 

March 14 

7:00 pm 

Lent Service 

March 21 

7:00 pm 

Lent Service 

March 29 

7:00 pm 

Maundy Thursday 

March 30 

7:00 pm 

Good Friday 

Organists Cheryl Burch Nancy McName Cheryl Burch Cheryl Burch Nancy McName 

Acolytes    Gabrielle Woolley Spencer Yinger 

Crucifers    Grace Woolley Haley Barhorst 

Lay Readers Sandy Roach Julie Klopfenstein Jerry Mann   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BwKmqWdNNxZbJJE_Qzt77NsYMS8blZHWsNPo66DmIYNy5NMSi0yulD6nOnN4mA6kYCY7TyJl2Fg_taJvYnvfOB9WfFZXIOkmoxUwfrdfpEE3wQNbvcqmf2ihIcbQFsqXRdOoPXwdg2p2OELFcahJ35Dyl_3yKA13MFNrKfhRONUqHLuCros9YQLl7dD3wCRTAGDFrx71U54dkKwHeDQ4sA==&c=gcLV0jglG
mailto:nguthrie@suite224.net
http://www.donortime.com
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WOC 

Circle 1 
   Circle 1 did not meet in February due to 
weather.     ~Susan Ware, Secretary    
 

Circle 3 
     Circle 3 met February 20 with 8 members 
answering roll call with a verse containing the 
word “Want”. 
     Toni led the Bible study on Rebekah.  She 
was a picture of feminine strength and walked 
with a great measure of faith and trust in God 
even when she didn’t know what the future 
held.  Her story teaches us that God uses all 
kinds of women to accomplish His purposes.  
Women who are courageous are comfortable in 
who they are knowing their limitations and 
strengths and live in the faith with the presence 
of God within their heart. 
▪ Secretary and treasurer’s reports were given.  

Treasury balance is $125.76.   
▪ Sewing Day was postponed 1 week and will be 

February 22. 
▪ For the March 21st Lenten meal, we will offer 

chicken, barbecue and hot dog sandwiches. 
     Meeting closed with all praying the Lord’s 
Prayer.  Hostess Cindy served a cool refreshing 
dessert to go along with the record temperature 
on this day of 74° in February! 
          ~Secretary, Nancy McName 
 

 

 

Thank you’s 
Please extend an enthusiastic 'THANK YOU" to eve-
ryone at Grace for the very generous contribution to-
ward the Rice & Bean program which will be used to 
feed the school children of Guitton.  Melodi and Lisa will 
have the opportunity to visit the school and see the kids 
this gift will benefit.  Grace's gift when combined with 
gifts from other Southwest Ohio Lutheran churches will 
provide several meals each week to the 160 kids of the 
Guitton school through the remainder of calendar year 
2018.  Others who will benefit from this gift are the chil-
dren at the Carries Children's Home.  Thank you again 
and please communicate our appreciation to everyone 
at Grace.   ~Dennis McDaniel, Living Water Lutheran 
Church, Haiti Mission Team Lead 
The donations from Grace and Trinity Lutheran in 
Moulton (Melodi’s church), for the Haiti Beans and 
Rice Program totaled $1,947.22. 
 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ:  The family of Em-
mett (Jim) Oakley wishes to express our thanks for the 
many acts of kindness, thoughts, and prayers showered 
upon us at the passing of our special “Dad”.  To Pastor 
Cathi for her visits and comforting words, to Cheryl and 
the choir for the music, to Circle 2 for the dinner – we 

say thank you for all the support.  It is comforting to be 
a part of a loving and caring congregation.  God’s Bless-
ing be with you all.  Mick, Nancy, Rex, Fanny, Jim, Joe, 
and John        
 

Dear Members of Grace Lutheran:  I would like to 
thank everyone for their past six years of kindness, 
friendship, help and generosity.  I have enjoyed getting 
to know a lot of you and working with many of you.  The 
out-pouring of love during my last two weeks has been 
overwhelming, and I am very grateful for faithful serv-
ants of the Lord such as yourselves.  Please know that I 
will miss the people of Grace, and I will continue to keep 
you in my prayers.  ~ Sandy Riemesch 
 

Announcements 
Reminder for Young at Heart:  Young at Heart will 
resume meeting in March, on the 6th, at 1:30 pm 
weather permitting. 
 

There are Funeral Planning Guides on the back 
shelves in the sanctuary.  Be sure to pick one up, fill 
out and turn in pages 2-4 to the church office to be 
kept on file. 
 

Volunteers Needed:  The FISH sign-up sheet is at 
the back of the church, so please volunteer your time 
to sort clothing, dishes, toys, linens, curtains, shoes, 
etc. at the FISH facility in Sidney.  It is always on 
the 4th Monday of the month from 10:00 am – 3:00 
pm. 
 

Come and Pray with us: You are invited to prayer 
time Tuesday evening, March 6th, at 7:00 p.m. Come 
and experience uplifting fellowship, testimonies and 
vibrant prayer time!  Very casual, informal, encourag-
ing others to share prayer needs and as a group, of-
fering prayers of praise, petition and thanksgiving to 
God, a safe place for people to share their concerns, 
joys and heartaches, knowing that many are praying 
on their behalf.  No one will be required to pray out-
loud.  “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity!” (Ps. 133:1).    
 

At Big Brothers Big Sisters our mission is to pro-
vide children facing adversity with strong and endur-
ing, professionally supported one-to-one relationships 
that change their lives for the better, forever.  Last 
year we started a Lunch Buddies program at Jackson 
Center Schools where mentors are matched with 2nd  
& 3rd grade students who are referred by their 
teacher or school guidance counselor.  These children 
are not "trouble makers", but rather children who 
are lonely, sad, from single-parent homes, and/or 
have an incarcerated parent.  These matches eat 
lunch together every Wednesday during the school  

(Continued on page 8)  
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year from 10:50-11:30am, followed by assisting with  
school work and playing fun games together.  Lunch-
es are provided for mentors, or they may bring their 
own.  Unfortunately, we are having a really hard time 
getting volunteers to participate, eat lunch, mentor, 
and fellowship with these students.  We are in 
search of 10-15 mentors to commit to these children 
for the remainder of the school year.  As faith-
based leaders in the Jackson Center and surrounding 
community, I am asking for your help in recruiting 
volunteers for our Lunch Buddies program.   Contact 
Joyce Regula at 937-421-4049 or Rhonda Wilder-
muth at 937-729-0301. 
  

CHANGE THE WORLD:  MI$$ION IN A BOT-
TLE  - Please join us in supporting THE HOME OF 
PEACE Orphanage in Tanzania.  Any spare change 
that you may have or gather at home could make a 
huge difference in the lives of children across the 
world.  There is a big bottle at the back of the 
church that we would love to fill up and give to our 
fellow Christians in the orphanage.  Thank you for 
your continued support in this ministry!   
 

Lay Ministry and Witness Committee will have a 
“mini retreat” on Saturday, March 10th, from 11:00 
am to 1:00 pm. 
 

There will be no Gospel Gang on Wednesday, 
March 7th due to the Lenten meal and service. 
 

We are still in need of a VBS director for this 
year. Breezy will be there to help you through the 
planning process and the first year.  Planning is be-

Prayer List:   
Our service people: Dustin Mitchell, Blake Zimpfer, Courtney Gasson, Ben Gross 
Landon Reese               Tim Gerber    Bobbie Burton (Sharon Lenhart’s cousin) 

Ellie Ward                    Carol Cromes   Marian Fultz (Bob Fultz’s mother)  
Deanna Apgar   Julie Regula (John’s wife) 

Harriet and Luther Mann                              Mike Barhorst (Zac’s father) 
Doris Jean Frieders (Jack’s mom)                     Dick Clapp (Marie Heintz’ nephew) 
Sharon Burchett (sister of Donna Williams)    Jill Ruppert  
Aaron Peitsmeyer (Brian Regula’s brother-in-law) Mark Hilbun    

        Phil & Martha Menzel (Katie Woolley’s parents)   Tom Elsass   
      Tami Russell (Rick & Debbie’s daughter-in-law)      Euanna & Tim Herndon 
        Shirley Partington (Barb Krugh’s cousin)             Jack Brown (brother-in-law of D. Williams)  

 

Parish Statistics: January 21, 2017— February 20, 2018 
Deaths 

 

Shirley Lenhart joined her Father in Heaven on January 31, 2018. 

Emmett (Jim) Oakley joined his Father in Heaven on February 8, 2018. 

Transfer Out  

Betty Jenkins transferred to Emanuel Lutheran Church in Montra on February 5, 2018. 

ginning, so don't wait! Contact Breezy directly at 
jacobreezy@gmail.com or 937-538-8497 for addi-
tional information. 
 

CAC and Committees’ Retreat scheduled for Satur-
day, March 3rd, has been postponed.  The reschedule 
date is pending and will be announced soon. 
 

Mentors needed:   We still have many youth at Grace 
that could use a mentor for Christian support, en-
couragement, and engagement.  Being a mentor means 
praying for the child and their families, send encour-
aging cards or give a small gift, getting to know your 
mentee and their families, and being a great Christian 
role model.  This is the future of our church and we 
have many wonderful and devoted children to nurture 
in God's path.  Thank you to the many mentors who 
continue to guide your mentees in the right direction 
of God's love.  Any Grace member who has been con-
firmed can be a mentor to the youth.  If you would 
like to become a mentor please contact Julie Klopfen-
stein at julieregula@hotmail.com or 726-6402 and 
she will provide you with a mentee.  
 

Benefit breakfast for We Care Fund:  March 11, 
2018, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Jackson Center 
American Legion.  Cost is $6.00 for adults and chil-
dren under six  are $3.00 .  Sponsored by Jackson 
Center Son's of The American Legion. 

Newsletter articles for the  

April newsletter will be due  

on Tuesday, March 20th. 

mailto:jacobreezy@gmail.com
mailto:julieregula@hotmail.com
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Farewell and Godspeed,   
  Sandy …  

Sandra Riemesch has resigned from service as 

church secretary following six years in that position. 

You will be missed by many who lead and serve in the 

ministries of Grace! We pray God’s richest blessings on 

your future pursuits.   

 

 

 

Now Receiving Applications –  

Church Office Secretary:  
 

Reporting to the Pastor, this key team member employs the full range of administrative secretarial skills, 

maintaining an office atmosphere of Christian service while assisting staff, lay leaders, and other church 

members in day-to-day church operations. 30 hr/week (8:00AM – 2:30 PM, ½ hour lunch); 2 weeks paid 

vacation/year & 9 paid holidays. 

Main responsibilities:  

• Maintain membership records using church’s administrative software (training provided) 

• Maintain church schedule, calendar, volunteer rosters. 

• Prepare weekly worship bulletins and monthly newsletter. 

• Prepare church correspondence, process both postal mail and e-mail. 

• Update website, electronic signboard, One-call phone system. 

• Pay bills and prepare financial reports. 

• Acts as office receptionist. 

• Prepare church payroll and tax documents. 

• Coordinate office volunteers. 

• Maintain confidentiality 

Requires proficiency in Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook, Publisher); punctuality, 

accuracy, efficiency, attention to deadlines.  

Highly desirable: Experience in similar position or other administrative secretarial work.  

Apply in confidence via postal mail or e-mail: 

 E-mail applications to gracepastor1517jcgracelutheran.org and include “Church Secretary Position” in 

the subject line.  

Or, mail to:  Church Secretary Position PO Box 328, Jackson Center, OH  45334 
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Easter Flowers 
   The last day to order flowers is Sunday, March 18th.  

 No orders will be taken after this date!  Please  
put this order form along with your money in an envelope and  

put in the offering plate or bring to the church office. 
 

       In Honor or Memory of (circle one): __________________________________________ 

 

                             From:   _______________________________________________________ 

 

                                         _____ Begonia - Dark Pink/Red $12.00  

                         _____ Begonia - Pink $12.00 

       _____ Begonia - Orange $12.00 

                _____ Hyacinths - Pink $12.00          

                             _____ Hyacinths - White $12.00 

                                       _____ Hyacinths – Purple/Blue $12.00 

                   _____ Tulips - Pink $12.00    

                        _____ Tulips - Yellow $12.00                   

                   _____ Tulips - Red $12.00   

                       _____ Tulips - Violet $12.00 

  _____ Tulips – White $12.00 

   _____ Tulips – Orange $12.00 

        _____ Lilies $12.00  

              _____ Daffodils $12.00 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
7:00 pm Praise Band 
8:00 pm Dartball: 
  Clay @ JN 
  JS @ Wapak Salem 
 
Pastor Cathi off for 
   surgery→     → 
Gina Pence 
Mel Penrod 
Amy Regula 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
→    →     →     → 
 
 
Zacory Wiswell 

3 
9-11:00 am Women’s 
  Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
→     →     →     → 
 
 
 

 

Worship times are as follows unless otherwise indicated: 
     8:00 am Traditional Worship 
     9:00 am Fellowship Time 
     9:15 am Sunday School for all ages 
     10:30 am Praise (Contemporary) Service 
Birthdays and Anniversaries are listed below the day’s  
  scheduled events.  If any changes or additions need to 
  be made, please call the church office at 937-596-6516.  
 

4 
3rd Sunday in Lent 

8:00 am Worship  
9:00 am Fellowship 
9:15 am Sunday Schl 
10:30 pm Worship 
  Guest Pastor Mike 
  Tamorria @ both svc 
6:00 pm 4-H mtg. 
 
Brooke Ann Byrd 

5 
7:00 pm Circle 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
1:30 pm Young at 
                 Heart 
7:00 pm Prayer Group 
  (Open to Everyone) 
 
 
 
 
Brian Gloyeske 
John Mann 

7 
1:30 pm Circle 1 
6:00 pm Mission Com 
6:00 pm Lenten Meal 
6:30 pm Luther Leag. 
7:00 pm Lenten Svc. 
  (choir practice after) 
8:00 pm Worship Com 
 

8 
7:00 pm Praise Band 
8:00 pm Dartball: 
  Montra @ JS 
  JN @ Moulton 
 
 
 
 
 
Paula March 

9 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 
 
 
 
 
Korah Ludwig 
Larry Byrd 
Derek DeWeese 
Dana Ware 

10 
9-11:00 am Women’s 
  Bible Study 
11:00am-1:00 pm 
    Lay/Witness Com. 
    “mini-retreat” 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
4th Sunday in Lent 

8:00 am Worship 
9:00 am Luther League 
  Breakfast 
9:15 am Sunday Schl. 
10:30 am Worship 
6:30 pm 4-H mtg. 
 
 
Zachary Welly 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Morgan Dickman 
Lucas Kirtley 

13 
6:00 pm Backpack 
      packaging 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
6:00 am CAC Meeting 
6:00 pm Lenten Meal 
7:00 pm Lenten Svc. 
  (choir practice after) 
 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Woolley 

15 
9:00 am WOC Sewing 
  Day w/carry-in lunch 
7:00 pm Praise Band 
8:00 pm Dartball: 
  JN @ Harvest Bapt.    
Wapak 1st Meth@ JS 
 
 
 
Phil & Ellen Brenner* 

16 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kathy Klopfenstein 

17 
9-11:00 am Women’s 
  Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
Abby Dickman 
Austin Ludwig 
Darlene Woolley 

18 
5th Sunday in Lent 

8:00 am Worship 
9:00 am Fellowship 
9:15 am Sunday Schl. 
10:30 am Worship  
   *Last Day to accept 
      Flower orders* 
Fellowship Hall resrvd 
    1-6:00 pm 
Steve & Iva Lenhart* 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vickie Byrd 

20 
7:00 pm Circle 3 
7:00 pm Men’s Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michaela Leininger 
Matt Kipker 

21 
6:00 pm Lenten meal 
6:30 pm Luther Leag.  
7:00 pm Lenten svc. 
  (choir practice after) 
 
 
 
Debbie Russell 
Matthew Wildermuth 
Darren & Traci Myers* 

22 
7:00 pm Praise Band 
Dartball Tournaments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maria Byrd 
Kenneth Westerheide 

23 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Sailor 

24 
9-11:00 am Women’s 
  Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
Palm Sunday 

8:00 am Worship 
9:00 am Fellowship 
9:15 am Sunday Schl. 
10:30 am Worship 
 
 
Natalie Pence 
Ann & Brett  
  Langenkamp* 

26 
10:00 am-3:00 pm 
       FISH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
2:15 pm Fair Haven 
  (Kay Byrd & Dawn 
                Beelman) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
7:00 pm Choir practice 
 
 
Marge Beam 
Jeff Davis 
Jim Davis 
Kayla Gates 
Dustin Ware 
 

29 
 7:00 pm Maundy 
     Thursday Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alan Russell 

30 
7:00 pm Good Friday 
                Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cory Wiswell 

31 
9-11:00 am Women’s 
  Bible Study 
 
 
 
Cindy Davis 
Ron Schneider 
Jenny Shaffer 
Shawn Wildermuth 
 

March 
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        Glorify God 

       Reach Out To The Unchurched 

       Accept And Share God’s Love 

       Come Together In His Name 

       Equip People to Reach Christlike  

           Maturity  

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.jcgracelutheran.org 

Pastor: 

Rev. Dr. Cathi Braasch 

gracepastor1517@jcgracelutheran.org 

Cell: 308-991-8613 
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