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Digging out, again and again. And, again. It’s that 

kind of winter.   

Oh, sure. The kids might think it’s fun, what with 

all the sledding opportunities, snow days away from 

school, and so forth. Meanwhile, the grownups are 

beginning to understand why the elders like to go 

south in the winter. A visit to Grandpa and Grandma 

Snowbird is sounding more and more attractive with 

every minute that passes, every drop in the outside 

temperature, every new wind chill warning.  

Even pastors get it while digging deep into the 

Bible readings for next Sunday’s sermons. Will any-

one be able to even get to worship come Sunday and 

the predicted high winds and blowing, drifting snow? 

Well, at least there’s a message for the church’s reader 

board, or even a sermon title, in all of  this:.  

Whoever is praying for snow: 

Please stop now. 
 

Digging out reminds us that life in the spirit isn’t 

all fun and joy. Sometimes, life in the spirit finds our 

souls wintry, overwhelmed. These are the times when 

we cannot dig ourselves out of whatever grief, an-

guish, uncertainty, doubt or despair has us as winter-

bound as blizzard upon blizzard. All our attempts to 

dig ourselves out leave us exhausted. The stuff of 

soul’s winter just keeps coming, falling, drifting into 

the few remaining open spaces and packing down to 

encase our hearts. 

The Psalmist knew such times of lament.  

“Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord ...  

I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 

    and in his word I hope; 

My soul waits for the Lord 

    more than watchmen for the morning, 

    more than watchmen for the morning.   

(Ps 130:1,5-6)  

In praying Psalm 130, we lay out our lament out 

for the Lord even as we plead in hope.  

By the time you read this, we’ll be coming up on 

Lent (beginning with Ash Wednesday, February 14 

2018). With its themes of repentance and return to the 

Lord, Lent can be as chilling a time as a long, hard 

winter.  

Keep in mind, though: Just as winter’s chill and 

dormancy is good for the land, Lent’s bare, stark 

bluntness is good for our souls and good for our con-

gregation. Lent is a time of preparing for God’s future. 

We examine our past, consider how we have fallen 

short, even fallen away, from God’s purpose, repent 

and turn again to follow Christ. Let’s keep these 

themes in mind as we enter Lent and prepare for the 

year of ministry ahead.   

For if we look in hope to the coming of Spring, to 

that last digging-out from the icy grip of winter, how 

much more do we look for the fresh dawn of Easter 

and the renewed acclamation: 

  Christ has died. 

  Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. Alleluia! 

O God, keep your promise, come to my aid, dig me 

out, for I cannot. I wait for you in hope, as all of Israel 

has waited for you. In Jesus’s name and for His sake. 

Amen.    

http://www.jcgracelutheran.org
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Church Administrative Council 

January 9, 2018 
*Welcome:  The meeting was called to order by President Ja-
son Platfoot. Eleven council members were present along with 
one guest. Jason led devotions from 1 Peter 5:1-5. We are to 
serve with eagerness – not pride ad be role models for the 
younger generations. 
*Secretary’s Report: The Secretary’s report from the Decem-
ber 12, 2017, CAC meeting minutes were reported in the news-
letter and there were no corrections. 
*Treasurer’s Report: The December financial report was pre-
sented by Acting Treasurer, Dawn Beelman. We finished strong 
for 2017 at 99% of budgeted income and 96% of budgeted ex-
penses, leaving a surplus of $7357 in current funds. It was 
moved by Jill Ludwig and seconded by Aaron Klopfenstein to 
accept the treasurer’s report. Motion carried. Further discussion 
was held regarding designated funds. This will be addressed at 
the quarterly congregational meeting. Results of the church au-
dit were shared. Audit committee reported that all recordkeeping 
is excellent. They did not have any questions or recommenda-
tions for the church books but noted that the committee did not 
have access to the Tanzania Funds or the Luther League funds. 
It was discussed that all funds should be brought under the 
church funds (except for the Tanzania account). 
*Pastor’s Report: 

Pastoral Visitation – 10 Parish visits, 20 Shut-in/Hospital/
Nursing Home visits, 1 Bereavement Visit/Call, 7 Communi-
ty visits 

Request of Hagan Family to covert Grace membership to as-
sociate membership now that Pastor Hagan is serving an 
ELCA congregation and has membership there. Pastor 
Cathi moved to accept the conversion, Jason seconded, 
motion carried. 

The CAC/Committee retreat is scheduled for March 3, 2018 – 
9am to 2:30pm at Beelman’s banquet barn. All CAC mem-
bers are strongly encouraged to attend and Pastor Cathi 
has issued a challenge to all committees to see if they can 
have all of their committee members in attendance. The 
retreat will focus on goal setting and team building in prepa-
ration for completing our profile for pastoral call in just one 
year from now. 

Pastor Cathi has a concern and will be asking for prayers for 
VBS leadership coming up this summer. 

*Committee Reports: 
CAC will host the Lenten meal on March 14, 2018. Jason will 

take care of the meal with other members bringing salads 
and desserts. 

Kristen reported that the Worship committee had set a tenta-
tive schedule for Easter services. After discussion, it was 
moved by Aaron and seconded by Rick to have one unity 
service at 9am with no Sunday School with the children 
involved in the service if possible. 

*Old Business:  The Quarterly congregational meeting is Sun-
day, January 14, 2018. All CAC members are encouraged to 
attend. The annual 2017 Financial report and budget will be 

reported. The 2018 budget will be presented to the congregation 
for approval.  A short annual report of church and committee ac-
tivities will be shared. 
*New Business: 

The 2018 Budget was presented. Pastor Cathi stated that 
Grace has the healthiest finances that she has seen since 
serving as interim pastor. Grace is her sixth interim service. 
Iva Lenhart moved to accept the budget, the motion was 
seconded by Darlene Woolley, motion carried. 

Election of officers was held with the following approved unani-
mously by the CAC. (1st motion – Pastor Cathi, 2nd – Dar-
lene Woolley). 

President – Jason Platfoot 
Vice President – Kristen Davis 
Secretary – Connie Schneider 
Treasurer – Iva Lenhart 

Jason will update the CAC bulletin board in the north vestibule. 
Liaisons for the committees were assigned as follows: 

Choice – Iva Lenhart 
Education – Darlene Woolley 
Mission – Marilyn Kohler 
Endowment – Jill Ludwig 
Friendship – Anne Shroyer 
Lay/Witness – Connie Schneider 
Worship – Kristen Davis 
Youth – Aaron Klopfenstein 
Property – Tom Schindel and Rick Sailor 

Beginning February 14, the monthly CAC meetings will be held 
on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 6 am. 

Meeting was adjourned and closed with the Lord’s prayer. 
 ~ Connie Schneider 
 

 Quarterly Congregational Meeting 
January 14, 2018 

     The quarterly congregational meeting was called to order by 
President Jason Platfoot with 45  members present. President 
Platfoot opened the meeting with prayer.  He then thanked every-
one for attending and welcomed the newly elected CAC members
-Anne Shroyer, Tom Schindel, and Rick Sailor.  He thanked the 
CAC members who have completed their time on council—Dawn 
Beelman, Tom Elsass, and Dennis Weaver.  He noted that Dawn 
Beelman has served as Treasurer for 4 years and has done an  

(Continued on page 3) 
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outstanding job. 
He announced the CAC executive committees:  President 

Jason Platfoot; V. Pres. Kristen Davis; Secretary, Connie 
Schneider; Treasurer, Iva Lenhart. 

There were no questions concerning the Sec. Report from 
the October Quarterly Congregational Meeting. 

Dawn Beelman presented the financial report for 2017: 
Our current cash funds balance is $162,958 with $78,260 as 

designated funds, leaving us a balance of $43,847 of undesig-
nated funds on hand.  

Our total general offerings for the year were $223,378 up 
slightly 1% from last year and our best overall for four years. 
Designated fund offerings closed at $115,579 with total giving at 
$388,957.  

Moving on to the YTD budget and actual results, you’ll see 
that our offerings came in at 99% of our budget of $225,000. 
Current expenses ended at $192,902 – 95% of our $202,500 
budget. Items to note:  

Admin-CAC, Exec and Finance - $1,888 over budget – 
One call now fees - $553, laptop purchase $817, moving ex-
penses for Pastor Cathi 

Expense – Phone and Mileage – less than budgeted be-
cause we had budgeted for Pastor Patti last year. 

Pastor medical is higher than budgeted – again because 
Pastor Patti had other coverage and we did not budget for 
coverage for 2017.  
Building expenses came in at 98% of budget and benevo-

lence at 98%.  
So, overall, our General income and expenses ended with a 

surplus of $8,395. 
Dennis Weaver moved to accepted the 2017 treasurer report.  

Seconded by Kristen Davis.  Motion carried. 
Just a reminder about our designated funds policy: Sev-

eral years ago, the CAC approved a policy that all new designat-
ed funds must be approved by the CAC. If someone wishes to 
start a new fund based on a perceived need of the church, the 
fund must be presented to and approved by the CAC. This is put 
in place to protect our 501c3 charitable organization status. 

2018 Budget was presented by Dawn Beelman: 
Budget is set pretty much the same as 2017 with the budget-

ed general offerings at $225,000.  Expenses are in line with last 
year with some noted exceptions: 

All Pastor related expenses are based on the approved 
compensation agreement. 

We have lowered the budget for mileage reimbursement. 
Increased the property and trust budget to accommodate 

for snow removal and yard care as our past lawn care vendor 
who did the work for free is no longer in business. 

We increased our support for the national NALC to fall 
closer in line with what the NALC recommends (5-7%) of giv-
ing. We are at 4%.  
There being no questions, Gary Byrd moved to approve the 

budget as presented.  Darrell Klopfenstein 2nd the motion.  Mo-
tion carried. 
    Jason Platfoot reported the findings of the audit committee. 
(Matt Kohler, Tom Woolley, and Carol Poppe).  The audit com-

mittee found that all record keeping was in order, and were neat 
and concise.  Church secretary Sandy does a great job of ac-
counting.  Everything is in good order.  It was noted that the en-
dowment Committee, Luther League and Tanzania funds need 
to be under the umbrella of CAC for the protection of all.   
    Jason Platfoot reported for the year that there was positive 
energy this year.  The CAC has group unity.  Our congregation 
participated in Community Days as well as the school open 
house and the pool party.  We are pleased to have Pastor Cathi 
as our 3-year term pastor.   
    Pastor Cathi gave a report about our roller coaster year but 
indicated that Grace has set goals and has carried out our minis-
try and that Grace does many things well.  All in all it was a posi-
tive year. 
There being no further business Tom Schindel moved to ad-
journ.  Aaron Klopfenstein second the motion.  Motion carried.  
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s prayer. 
   ~Respectively submitted, Connie Schneider, CAC secretary 

 

Committee Reports 
 

Mission Committee:  The Mission Committee met 
on Wednesday, January 3 with 5 members present.   
     Pastor Cathi gave us some information about a 
possible mission project - The Lutheran Military and 
Veterans Ministry.  She is going to get us further in-
formation for a future meeting. 
     We discussed the upcoming Mission Sunday, 
which is this coming Sunday morning.  Church mem-
bers will be speaking about their time spent at the 
Alpha Center where 27 members of our congregation 
participated in preparing and serving food.  The 
event occurs every other month for a few hours on 
Saturday and church members are encouraged to 
participate. 
     We discussed various goals for our committee for 
2018. 
     Patti Mann gave us an update on Tanzania funds 
for the 2017 year. This led to a discussion on how to 
promote people to sponsor the workers at the Or-
phanage. 
     Julie Klopfenstein reported that the group going 
to Haiti are planning a "Hot Cakes for Haiti" break-
fast to be held on a Sunday in January or February, 
the date is yet to be determined. 
     Our next meeting will be held on Feb. 7th at 6:00 
p.m.         ~ Marilyn Kohler 
 

Worship Committee:   
 January 2; 8 Members present 
Pastor Cathi presented Sola Publishing’s Lenten sea-

son bulletin samples to be used at the 8 a.m. tradi-
tional worship services during Lent.  They contain 
mostly spoken liturgy, so the organists should not 
need to learn new material. 

(continued on page 5) 
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 Upcoming Events in February: 
       Saturday, February 3: 9-11:00 am Women’s Bible Study  
 

         Sunday, February 4: Fifth Sunday after Epiphany—8:00 am service with communion, 9:00 am  
 “Pancakes for Haiti”—Haiti team will serve breakfast for donations to the  
 Haiti beans and rice fund.  10:30 am service as normal. 
 Isaiah 40:21-31,  1 Corinthians 9:16-27,  Mark 1:29-39 
 

       Tuesday, February 6: 7:00 pm Prayer time in the Sanctuary—all are invited to come pray and exper- 
 ience uplifting fellowship, testimonies, and vibrant prayer time!  (Informal,  
 not required to share/pray out loud.  See announcements for details.) 
     Saturday, February 10:  9-11:00 am Women’s Bible Study   
       Sunday, February 11: Transfiguration of Our Lord—8:00 am service with communion and choir will  
 sing,  9:00 am Luther League Breakfast, 10:30 am service with communion.   
 11:30 am Luther League will make visits to nursing homes with pizza after. 
 Exodus 34:29-35,  2 Corinthians 3:12-13, 4:1-6,  Mark 9:2-9 

 Wednesday, February 14: Ash Wednesday—7:00 pm Service with imposition of ashes. 
 Joel 2:12-19,  2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10,  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21   
    Thursday, February 15:    Women of the Church sewing day beginning at 9:00 am.      
     Saturday, February 17: 9-11:00 am Women’s Bible Study,  11:00 am at Alpha Center, Team Barb will 
 serve the lunch for Hands of Hope.  
       Sunday, February 18:   First Sunday in Lent—8:00 am service with communion and blessing of the  
 Haiti Mission Team, 9:15 am Sunday School and Catechism, 10:30 am service 
 with blessing of the Haiti Mission Team. 
 Genesis 22:1-18,  James 1:12-18,  Mark 1:9-15 

  Wednesday, February 21: 6:00 pm Lenten meal, 7:00 pm Lenten “Holden Evening Prayer” service. 
     Saturday, February 24:   9-11:00 am Women’s Bible Study 
        Sunday, February 25: Second Sunday in Lent—Choir sings at 8:00 am service, 9:15 am Catechism 
 during Sunday School, 10:30 am service with communion.  
 Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16,  Romans 5:1-11,  Mark 8:27-38 

  Wednesday, February 28: 6:00 pm Lenten meal, 7:00 pm Lenten “Holden Evening Prayer” service. 

   

     

Grace’s Worship Servants for February 

 February 4 

8:00 am  

February 11 

8:00 am 

February 18 

8:00 am 

February 25 

8:00 am 

February  14 

7:00 pm 

Organists Cheryl Burch Cheryl Burch Cheryl Burch Cheryl Burch Cheryl Burch 

Acolytes Elena Platfoot Carson Regula Kaiden Hinegardner Bryson Roberts Morgan Kipker 

Crucifers Kaiden Hinegardner Bryson Roberts Ross Ludwig Elena Platfoot Ryan Sailor 

Lay Readers Morganne Faler Patty Mann Jordan Dickman Christina Bowen Matt Kohler 

 10:30 am  10:30 am  10:30 am  10:30 am  Ash Wednesday 

Acolytes Haley Barhorst Morgan Huber Gabrielle Woolley Grace Woolley  

Lay Readers Greg Woolley Gabrielle Woolley Ann Shroyer Shirley DeWeese  

A/V  Lisa Wright Kay Frieders Jill Ludwig Allison Hatfield  

Song   

Leaders 

Rachel Sailor 

Breezy Yinger 

Jadyn Yinger 

Melody Schneider 

Iva Lenhart 

Jill Ludwig 

Greg Woolley 

Kay Frieders 

Rita Metz 

Iva Lenhart 

Rick Sailor 

Kassie Ludwig 
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We will use/sing the Holden Evening Prayer Service 
for the Wednesday evening Lenten services (same 
as last year) 

From January to February 11, we will use the green 
LBW setting 1 for the 8 a.m. Worship services 

Feedback from the two Christmas Eve services was 
all positive.  There was good attendance at both 
services, and pastor recommended we hold two 
services again next year. 

Pastor asked if anyone knew the history of if and/or 
when Grace made a decision to never cancel wor-
ship services due to inclement weather.  No one 
could recall any documentation or discussions on 
the topic, and no one could recall services ever be-
ing cancelled. * 

Pastor Tamorria will be our guest pastor January 21 
and 28 while Pastor Cathi is in Africa.  Toni will find 
a microphone for him to use on those dates. 

February 4 is Super Bowl Sunday.  We will possibly 
have the youth do a special Super Bowl activity 
during worship. 

February 11 is the “Transfiguration of our Lord” cele-
bration, and communion will be held at both ser-
vices.  We will look into special music for that ser-
vice. 

We will propose the following Easter Service schedule 
to CAC for final approval.  Communion will be held 
at both services. 
7:00 a.m.  SonRise Service (assisted by the youth) 
8:00 a.m.  Light Breakfast (Women of the Church) 
9:00 a.m.  Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Festive Easter Service (with organists) 

Pastor Cathi will ask Catechism parents if they prefer 
having Confirmation at the 8:00 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. 
service on May 6.  

The next three Worship Committee meetings will be 
held: 

     February 6     7:00 p.m. 
     March 7         8:00 p.m. (after Lenten Service) 
     April 3           7:00 p.m. 
 ~ Rhonda Wildermuth 
 

     *In regards to the history of when Grace made a 
decision to never cancel services – In the history re-
port that Don Holt wrote for the 75th anniversary of 
the church, he stated – Since the organization of 
Grace Congregation, the congregation had closed it’s 
door on one or two Sundays each year for vacation, 
but many times visitors would be turned away be-
cause there were no services; then on July 9, 1961, 
the congregation voted to never close it’s church 
doors on a Sunday again.  (Information presumed to 
be from past minutes of the church.) 

~ Debbie Russell 
 

THANK YOU 
Thank you, good people of Grace,  
for the generous Christmas gift from the congrega-

tion and the many individual gifts, cards, and in-

vitations that I received from so many of you. 

You’ve welcomed me into your hearts and homes, 

and you made sure I would not be alone for the holi-

days. What was the greatest blessing of all? To wor-

ship with you – five services in 24 hours on Decem-

ber 24-25 – and see young and old braving frigid 

temperatures to be in your church home for the holy 

days. Thanks be to God and to you!  ~Pastor Cathi 
 

Dear Church members, 
The Fish Pond Food Pantry would like to offer heartfelt 
thanks for all of the support during the year 2017.  You 
may have given food items, personal care items, baby 
items, laundry supplies, or money to help us assist many 
people in our communities that have a need.  We have 
been very blessed this past year as you have provided us 
with all the resources to take care of those in need.  We 
are very grateful for each one of you that have helped us 
this year.  Thanks also to all volunteers who gave their 
time whenever needed. 
 Barb and Eldon Wical,  
 Directors of Fish Pond Food Pantry 
 

Dear Friends in Christ:  As we embark on a new 
year, we want to again extend our gratitude for 
your continued support of the We Care Fund.  This 
past year has been no different than previous 
years.  People are still in need of help.  With that in 
mind I want to share with you the final numbers 
from this past year.  The number of families you 
have helped in one way or another was 62.  The to-
tal amount of funds that was distributed was 
$7,970.  Our continued prayer is the number of 
families who need help in our little corner of the 
world as well as across our country will decline.  
Again, thank you for your help in this ministry.  
May you have a blessed New Year.   Your friends in 
Christ,   
            Ron & Linda Leininger, Dick & Linda Jenkins 
 

Dear Friends: Thank you for the beautiful 
white poinsettia given to Eldon and I.  May 
God bless you in 2018.  ~ Barb and Eldon 
Wical 

 

(continued on page 6) 
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Thank you very much to Pastor Cathi for 
all her visits and prayers.  I also wish to 
thank the congregation for all the cards and 
prayers during my hospitalization.  I do not 
know how I could cope without God and 
my church family.    ~ Tom Elsass 
 

Thank you so much for the very generous 

Christmas gift.  Chris and I have been 

truly blessed in our lives!  We have a won-

derful family, and we are a part of a 

wonderful and loving church family.  

Thank you so much again.  God Bless all 

of you!  ~ Chris and Rhonda Burch 
 

The Lay Ministry/Witness Committee  

would like to thank everyone who donat-

ed baby supplies for the baby gift bags, 

which will be given to welcome newborns 

within our church family. 
 

 

 

WOC 
CIRCLE 2:  The monthly meeting on Monday, 
February 5th will be changed to 6:00 pm.  This 
way members can attend the Education Com-
mittee meeting starting at 7:00 pm.  
           

CIRCLE 1 will meet at 1:30 pm, Wednesday, 
February 7th. 
 

CIRCLE 3 will meet at 7:00 pm, Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 20th. 
 

FEBRUARY PROJECTS:   
 

Cookie Bakers:  The WOC will be collecting doz-
ens of cookies for the Alpha Center by February 
4th.  Please have your cookies plated and/or 
bagged by the dozen and marked for the Alpha 
Center and put in the church kitchen by Sun-
day, February 4th.  Thank you for your dona-
tions!  The Alpha Center is always very apprecia-
tive of our cookie donations.  Darlene Woolley is 
chairperson for this project, so contact her for 
questions. 
 

Personal Care Kits will be collected throughout 
the month of February.  The kits consist of 1 
bath towel, 1 nail clippers, 2 bath-size soaps in 
packaging, 1 sturdy comb, and 1 adult-size 
toothbrush.  Any questions can be directed to 
chairperson Barb Wical. 
 

Sewing Day will be Thur. Feb.15th, from 9 a.m. 
to ?  There is a carry-in lunch by all, and every-
one is welcome to come and enjoy the fellow-
ship, fun and food!  We cut, pin, sew and knot 
quilts for Lutheran World Relief and there would 

be a job for everyone!  Also, we need 60” x 80” 
blanket tops and sheets for backing.  Bring your 
scissors, pins, yarn and large needles. 
 

Circle 1 
   Circle 1 did not meet in January due to 
weather and illness   ~Susan Ware, Secretary    
 

     A list of the Wernle Treatment Center donations for 
2017 was not published in the annual report, so has 
been added below for reporting purposes.  Items col-
lected during the month of October 2017: 

     School supplies               96 
     Art supplies                      60+ 
     Shirts                                  64 
     Hygiene items                  53  
     Jackets                                 4 
     Shoes/socks                      24 
     Pants                                   10 
     Toys/books                         6 
     Bedding                              11 
     Misc. Items                         4 
Thank you for your donations! 

Tanzania Report 
     It is with much gratitude for the ones who have 
contributed to the children of the orphanage in Tanza-
nia.  It is greatly appreciated.  The news from the or-
phanage is great.  The seven children are now at the 
school for Secondary School.  Please pray for them as 
they are in a new place, meeting new teachers and 
not the same surroundings.  I am sure they will do 
well as the records of their grades so far in their 
schooling have been very good.  Many of them were 
at the top of their class, some classes had 95 in 
them.  The next group to go to Secondary School is a 
couple years away, however we need to plan on how 
we will be able to support them financially.  We also 
need to remember the children that are already in sec-
ondary school as they will need money for the second 
year.  Some of them are taken care of as some people 
will supply what is needed for them until they fin-
ish.  There are probably 3 children that will need finan-
cial help for the next three years.  If you would be in-
terested in helping let us know.   
      The school where the children are attending is a 
Christian School.  It is owned by the Diocese in 
Shinyanga.  I am glad as the children will be  
spiritually fed as well as being educated and will hope 

(continued on page 7) 
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fully have a skill which will help 
them when they are out in the 
world to survive perhaps on their 
own.  These are the names of the 
children so please pray for 
them.  Pray for George, Raphael, 
Rachel, Sara, Flora, Monica, and 
Zawadi.   
      I will try to have more infor-
mation about all the children the 
next newsletter.  Thank you for 
your contributions and prayers for 
these children!  ~Marge Beam 
 

Announcements 
Reminder for Young at Heart:  
Young at Heart will not meet in 
February because of weather con-
cerns.  They will resume meeting in 
March, on the 6th, at 1:30 pm 
weather permitting. 
 

Pancakes for Haiti:  The Haiti 
team is serving breakfast at 9:00 
am during Fellowship time on Sun-
day, February 4th.  All donations 
will go towards the purchase of 
beans and rice for the Haitian peo-
ple. 
 

Mentors needed:   We still have 
many youth at Grace that could use 
a mentor for Christian support, 
encouragement, and engage-
ment.  Being a mentor means pray-
ing for the child and their families, 
send encouraging cards or give a 
small gift, getting to know your 
mentee and their families, and be-
ing a great Christian role mod-
el.  This is a positive program as I 
have heard the children talk excit-
edly about their mentors and I 
have, also, heard the mentors talk 
fondly of the children.  This is the 
future of our church and we have 
many wonderful and devoted chil-
dren to nurture in God's 
path.  Thank you to the many men-
tors who continue to guide your 
mentees in the right direction of 
God's love.  Any Grace member 
who has been confirmed can be a 

mentor to the youth.  If you would 
like to become a mentor please 
contact Julie Klopfenstein at ju-
lieregula@hotmail.com or 726-
6402 and she will provide you with 
a mentee.  
 

The Annual Report for Grace will 
no longer be included in the news-
letter, but is available in the back 
of the church for pick-up.  It is 
also  posted on the website, as in 
the past.   

(Announcements cont’d on page 8) 
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There are Funeral Planning Guides on the back 
shelves in the sanctuary.  Be sure to pick one up, fill 
out and turn in pages 2-4 to the church office to be 
kept on file. 
 

Volunteers Needed:  The FISH sign-up sheet is at 
the back of the church, so please volunteer your 
time to sort clothing, dishes, toys, linens, curtains, 
shoes, etc. at the FISH facility in Sidney.  It is al-
ways on the 4th Monday of the month from 10:00 am 
– 3:00 pm. 
 

Come and Pray with us.  The apostle Paul says, 
“Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). God bids us to 
come to Him. He says, “Come unto me, all ye that la-
bor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Matt. 11:28). Rest from a hard-day’s work, 
sorrowful or troubling times or simply the stresses  
of everyday life. 
    You are invited to prayer time Tuesday evening, 
February 6th, at 7:00 p.m. Come and experience up-
lifting fellowship, testimonies and vibrant prayer 
time!  Very casual, informal, encouraging others to 
share prayer needs and as a group,  
offering prayers of praise, petition and thanksgiving 
to God, a safe place for people to share their con-
cerns, joys and heartaches, knowing that many are 
praying on their behalf.  No one will be required to 
pray out-loud.  “Behold, how good and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” (Ps. 
133:1).    

Prayer List:   

Our service people: Dustin Mitchell, Blake Zimpfer, Courtney Gasson, Ben Gross 
Landon Reese  Tim Gerber  Bobbie Burton (Sharon Lenhart’s cousin) 

Ellie Ward  Carol Cromes  Ozzie Davis (Russ’s father)  

Deanna Apgar  Don DeWeese  Julie Regula (John’s wife) 

Harriet and Luther Mann    Mike Barhorst (Zac’s father) 

Dorothy Galpin (Sharon Lenhart’s aunt)  Doris Jean Frieders (Jack’s mom) 

Aaron Peitsmeyer (Brian Regula’s brother-in-law)      Mark Hilbun    
    Phil & Martha Menzel (Katie Woolley’s parents)          Tom Elsass   
    Tami Russell (Rick & Debbie’s daughter-in-law)             Euanna & Tim Herndon 

    Shirley Partington (Barb Krugh’s cousin)                Dick Clapp (Marie Heintz’ nephew) 

    Sharon Burchett (sister of Donna Williams)  Jack Brown (brother-in-law of D. Williams) 

                        Jill Ruppert     Shirley Lenhart 
 
 

Parish Statistics: December 21, 2017— January 20, 2017 
 

Deaths 
 

Betty Mae Kemp joined her Father in Heaven on January 9, 2018. 

 
At Big Brothers Big Sisters our mission is to provide 
children facing adversity with strong and enduring, 
professionally supported one-to-one relationships 
that change their lives for the better, forever.  Last 
year we started a Lunch Buddies program at Jackson 
Center Schools where mentors are matched with 2nd 
& 3rd grade students who are referred by their 
teacher or school guidance counselor.  These children 
are not "trouble makers", but rather children who are 
lonely, sad, from single-parent homes, and/or have an 
incarcerated parent.  These matches eat lunch to-
gether every Wednesday during the school year from 
10:50-11:30am, followed by assisting with school work 
and playing fun games together.  Lunches are provid-
ed for mentors, or they may bring their 
own.  Unfortunately, we are having a really hard time 
getting volunteers to participate, eat lunch, mentor, 
and fellowship with these students.  We are in search 
of 10-15 mentors to commit to these children for the 
remainder of the school year.  As faith-based leaders 
in the Jackson Center and surrounding community, I 
am asking for your help in recruiting volunteers for 
our Lunch Buddies program.  

Newsletter articles for the  

March newsletter will be due  

on Tuesday, February 20th. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
9-11:00 am Women’s 
  Bible Study 
 
 
Pastor Cathi returns 
  from Mission Trip. 
 
 
 
Scott Dickman 

 1 
7:00 pm Praise Band 
8:00 pm Dartball: 
  Moulton @ JS 
  JN @ Montra 
 
 
 
 
Chad Ware 

4 
5th Sunday after 

Epiphany 
8:00 am Worship  
9:00 am “Pancakes for 
  Haiti”-Haiti team  
9:15 am Sunday Schl 
10:30 pm Worship 
6:00 pm 4-H mtg. 
Jadyn Yinger 
Jada Yinger 

5 
6:00 pm Circle 2 
7:00 pm Education 
    Committee Mtg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adrianne Klopfenstein 

6 
6:00 pm Backpack 
  packaging 
7:00 pm Worship  
    Committee Mtg. 
7:00 pm Prayer Time 
  (Open to Everyone) 
 
 
 
 

7 
1:30 pm Circle 1 
6:00 pm  Gospel Gng. 
6:00 pm Mission Com 
6:15 pm Catechism 
6:30 pm Luther Leag. 
7:00 pm Choir pract. 
7:00 pm Thrivent  
  Choice Committee 
Ryan Sailor 
Holden Downing 

8 
7:00 pm Praise Band 
8:00 pm Dartball: 
  JS @ Anna 
  Wapak 1st Methodist 
        @ JN 
 
Gary Byrd 
Jack Frieders 
Emma  Regula 
Bryson Roberts 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Couchot 
Lauren Wildermuth 

10 
9-11:00 am Women’s 
  Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christy Koenig 

11 
Transfiguration of 

Our Lord 
8:00 am Worship 
9:00 am Luther League 
  Breakfast 
9:15 am Sunday Schl. 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Luther Leag.    
  Nursing home visits 
6:30 pm 4-H mtg. 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
←Mike Couchot 
Gracelyn Westerheide 
← 
Cynthia Johnson 
Randy & Gina Pence* 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
Ash Wednesday 

6:00 am CAC mtg. 
7:00 pm Ash Wed. 
  Svc. 
 
 
 
 
 
Lisa Wright 

15 
9:00 am WOC Sewing 
  Day w/carry-in lunch 
7:00 pm Praise Band 
8:00 pm Dartball: 
  JN @ Botkins  
  Harvest Bapt. @ JS 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joyce Regula 

17 
9-11:00 am Women’s 
  Bible Study 
11:00 am Hands of 
  Hope meal at 
  Alpha Ctr., Team 
                       Barb 
 
 
 
 

18 
1st Sunday in Lent 

8:00 am Worship 
9:00 am Fellowship 
9:15 am Sunday Schl. 
  and Catechism 
10:30 am Worship w/ 
  Blessing of Haiti team 
  at both services 
 
Christopher Mann 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Katherine Adams 
Caroline Frieders 
Jill Ruppert 
Rita Ware 

20 
7:00 pm Circle 3 
7:00 pm Men’s Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reed & Lori Burch* 

21 
6:00 pm Lenten meal 
6:30 pm Luther  
  League  
7:00 pm Lenten svc. 
  (choir practice after) 
 
 
 
 
Shannon Roberts 

22 
7:00 pm Praise Band 
8:00 pm Dartball: 
  Wapak UCC @ JN 
  JS @ Jackson Twp. 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Monnin 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caitlyn Barhorst 
Russell Davis 
Marc Gloyeske 

24 
9-11:00 am Women’s 
  Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Randy Pence 

25 
2nd Sunday in Lent 

8:00 am Worship 
9:00 am Fellowship 
9:15 am Sunday Schl. 
  and Catechism 
10:30 am Worship 
 
 
 
Christen Ware 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shirley Lenhart 
Brent Russell 
Bob Zorn 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
Chad Davis 
Maleah Kipker 
Maria Keller 
Lori Wiswell 
Carly Lotz 

28 
6:00 pm Lenten meal 
7:00 pm Lenten Svc. 
  with choir pract. after 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Worship times are as follows unless otherwise indicated: 
     8:00 am Traditional Worship 
     9:00 am Fellowship Time 
     9:15 am Sunday School for all ages 
     10:30 am Praise (Contemporary) Service 
Birthdays and Anniversaries are listed below the day’s  
  scheduled events.  If any changes or additions need to 
  be made, please call the church office at 937-596-6516. 

February 
 



Pre-sorted Standard 
US POSTAGE PAID 

Sidney, Ohio 45365 
PERMIT NO. 38 

Non-Profit Organization 

Grace Ev. Lutheran Church       

607 S. Main St., PO Box 328               

Jackson Center, OH 45334 
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        Glorify God 

       Reach Out To The Unchurched 

       Accept And Share God’s Love 

       Come Together In His Name 

       Equip People to Reach Christlike  

           Maturity  

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.jcgracelutheran.org 

Pastor: 

Rev. Dr. Cathi Braasch 

gracepastor1517@jcgracelutheran.org 

Cell: 308-991-8613 
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