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THE GIFTS OF WISDOM

BIBLE BASIS:  Proverbs 8:8-21

BIBLE TRUTH:  Wisdom is trustworthy, reliable, and more valuable than the 
world’s riches.

MEMORY VERSE:  “Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge 
rather than choice gold.  For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the 
things that may be desired are not to be compared to it” (Proverbs 8:10-
11)

LESSON AIM:  By the end of the lesson we will VALIDATE the incomparable 
value of wisdom; PREFER the rewards of wisdom to the rewards of mere 
wealth; and PURSUE godly wisdom rather than a substitute.



LESSON OVERVIEW

LIFE NEED FOR TODAY’S LESSON:  People desire wisdom and hope to 
be rewarded when they search for it.  Why is wisdom so desirable?  
Wisdom’s value is more than tangible gain; it gives knowledge and 
courage and leads to God’s path of justice and righteousness.

BIBLE LEARNING:  God’s wisdom is priceless!

BIBLE APPLICATION:  Students will desire the true riches of God’s 
wisdom.

STUDENTS’ RESPONSES:  Believers will desire God’s knowledge rather 
than gold.



WHAT CAUSES PEOPLE TO 

MAKE UNWISE DECISIONS?
- The works of the flesh (Gal 5:19-21)

- Lust, greed, covetousness, or hate (Ahab, David, Samson, and 
Ahab)

- Spiritual blindness

- Naivety

- Deaf ears

- Ignorance to God’s word

- Satan’s manipulations that are cunning

- Acting out of emotions 

- Choose wisdom over silver and gold (or material wealth)



KEY TERMS TO 

RECOGNIZE
 Righteousness – “in righteousness” at the beginning of the sentence:  “in righteousness are all the 

words of my mouth.”

 Righteousness and judgement – (Heb. Mishpat meesh-POT; also translated justice.)

 Froward – means twisted, and “perverse” has a similar meaning of turning or distorting.

 Plain (Heb. Nakoakh, naw – KOE-akh) – upright and straight, making an image of the exact 
opposite of “forward” and “perverse”

 Prudence, knowledge, “witty inventions” – (Heb. Tushiyah, tooshie- UAH) translated discretion or 
planning

 Counsel “Sound wisdom” (Heb. Tushiyah, too-shee-YAH; - elsewhere translated counsel or aid), 
understanding, and even strength.

 Strength – (Heb. Geburah, geh-boo-RAH) can also refer specifically to God’s mighty works

 Hate – (Heb. Sna’, saw-NAH) is associated with being someone’s enemy.

 Substance – (Yesh (YESH) is usually translated “there is” or “there are” In today’s lesson it’s 
translated as:  There is (an inheritance) that I will cause those who love me to inherit.



LESSON SCRIPTURES
8. All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing forward or perverse in them.

9. They are all plain to him that understanding and right to them that find knowledge.

10. Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold.

11. For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be desired are not to be compared to 
it.

12. I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions.

13. The fear of the LORD is to hate evil:  pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the forward 
mouth, do I hate.

14. Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom:  I am understanding; I have strength.

15. By me kings reign, and prices decree justice.

16. By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth.

17. I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.

18. Riches and honor are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness.

19. My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver.

20. I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment:

21. That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.



LIGHT ON THE WORD
 LADY WISDOM.  Her image is consistently positive.  She is the one universal 

element without which everything else fails.

 Wisdom is not the shadowy female who frequents dark alleys in search of 

gratification like the adulteress of Proverbs 7.

 She positions herself publicly besides the city gates where she can expect to 

attract a large audience.

 She affirms her integrity by stressing the truth, nobility, and righteousness of her 

words.

 Lady Wisdom boldly proclaims that her rewards are far more valuable than gold, 

silver, and jewels.



LIFE NEED FOR TODAY’S 

LESSON
AIM: Students will welcome Lady 

Wisdom into their hearts.



INTRODUCTION:  Lady 

Wisdom
 Wisdom is personified (described as having human characteristics) in 

Proverbs 3:15-18.

 Chapters 8 and 9 continue this personification, painting wisdom as a 
woman.

 Lady Wisdom speaks, witnesses to her existence before all humanity, 
and offers wealth and prosperity to all who find her.

 Lady Wisdom helps us better understand God by taking one of His 
attributes and giving it personality and consciousness.

 The literary device of personification enables us to better comprehend 
how wisdom is integrated into our everyday lives.

 The proverbs in chapters 3 through 9 warn youth against temptations, 
such as violent crimes (1:10-10; 4:14-19); rash pledges (6:1-5); laziness 
(6:6-11); deceit (6:12-15); and sexual impurity (2:16-19, 5:3-20, 6:23-35, 
7:4-27, 9:13-18)



I.  THE PURSUIT OF WISDOM
 Many of the proverbs are addressed to youth to warn against the pitfalls in life.  

 Applying the practical messages of God’s wisdom results in successful living.  Forsaking wisdom leads 
to destruction.  

 Wisdom affirms that her teaching is honorable, trustworthy, and easy to understand for all who desire 
to do what is right.

 Her truth is hidden only to those who are willfully ignorant.

 The plea to acquire wisdom and knowledge rather than silver and gold is a testament to wisdom’s 
value.  Prosperity, power, prestige,  and possessions are paltry when compared to the worth of 
wisdom.

 The wealth of the world is temporary, but the rewards of wisdom are eternal.  

 Wisdom is of greater value than any material wealth.  Acquiring wisdom is actually the way to 
acquire true wealth, both spiritually and naturally.

 When we pursue wisdom, we receive the benefits of discernment and good judgment.

 We are able to detect helpful or harmful motives and navigate complex situations to honor God.

 Wise people hate evil, pride, arrogance, corruption, and lying.

 Wise people will resist and challenge those who show these characteristics.

 Wisdom is empowering with common sense, insight, and strength that bring true and lasting success.



NOTES FROM V. 8 & V. 9
- Wisdom is trustworthy

- The words of wisdom are true and pure.

- Her words are plain, meaning upright and straight, making an image of the 
exact opposite of forward and perverse.

- Lady Wisdom will lead to straight paths, with no twists or turns.

- Wisdom will communicate clearly.

- If we take the time to listen to wisdom – whether from a trusted mentor or 
directly from the Word of God – the best course of action is clear.

- Wisdom is better than wealth.

- Wisdom is better than gold, silver, or rubies.  Rubies the most precious and 
expensive gem today, after trading for it from southeastern Asia.  It can also 
refer to pearls or red corals, which could have come from the nearby 
Mediterranean Sea, though they were rare beauties.

- Of all the things that may be desired,” wisdom is most precious.  Wealth is not 
needed to live a life of blessing, peace, and joy.  For that, wisdom is required.



SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

1. Lady Wisdom begins by assuring the listener that she is trustworthy.  

Why is her assurance necessary?

2. Why did Solomon, the richest man in the world write that wisdom is 
better than gold?



LIGHT ON THE WORD –
Wisdom at Creation

 Proverbs 8 develops the idea of a personified Lady Wisdom, first 

mentioned in Proverbs 3.

 Here, she calls out, standing on the street corner asking any who are 

foolish or simple to listen and reap great rewards.

 After this overview of the worth, goodness, and richness of wisdom 

she will describe how she was the first thing God created and how 

she helped and rejoiced as He formed the rest of the universe.

 Lady Wisdom shares a close relationship with God and desires a 

close relationship with any who will listen to her.



II.  THE PRUDENCE OF 

WISDOM
(PROVERBS 8:12-14)

 Hebrew poetry often makes use of parallel structures, making a 

statement in one line, and then repeating that statement with close 

synonyms in the next line.

 Sometimes it’s difficult to distinguish nuances between words since 

the point of using them together is to emphasize their similarity.

 Note how this literary structure uses a variety of words to describe 

wisdom in the following verses.



NOTES FROM V. 12
 Wisdom is associated with prudence, knowledge, “witty inventions”  (Heb. Mezimmah, meh-zeem-

MAH, elsewhere translated discretion or planning), counsel, “sound wisdom” (Heb. Tushiyah, too-
shee-UAH, elsewhere translated counsel or aid), understanding, and even strength.

 Wisdom has no end.

 She is broad, touching all aspect of life.

 She has thought of everything.

 Wisdom is strength meaning physical power.  There are two kinds of strength might be in wisdom’s 
possession

 Kings, princes, and judges – all ruling with wisdom.  Wisdom could be claiming to have the strength of their 
political figures behind her since those rulers are on her side.

 The “strength” – can also refer specifically to God’s might works.  God delighted to use Wisdom as He built the 
universe 

 Divine Power – God delighted to use Wisdom as He built the universe.

 The fear of the Lord hates evil in all its various forms:  pride, arrogance, evil paths, and forward mouths 
(i.e., lying).  

 Hate is associated with being someone’s enemy.  Evil is the enemy of those who honor the Lord.

 Wisdom is seen, not only positively enforcing her counsel, but also fiercely defending her adherents 
from deceit that might try to pull them away from her. 



SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

3. Wisdom was with God at Creation and was the power behind 

God’s mighty works.  How is this instructive for us today?

4. What does it mean to hate evil?



LIGHT ON THE WORD -

The Fear of the Lord
 To fear the Lord is to realize we are under His power.  If we are not 

obedient to His commandments, this ”fear” is an actual terror.

 However, if we have a loving relationship with Him, He will me His 
power to bless us and our “fear” is more akin to awe, reverence, 
and respect.

 “The fear of the LORD” is equated with many ideas in Proverbs.  It is 
the beginning of wisdom (9:10), the beginning of knowledge (1:7), 
knowledge of God (2:5), knowledge of the holy (9:10), the 
instruction of wisdom (15:33).  It is also a fountain of life (14:27) that 
prolongs days (10:27) and turns away evil (19:23).

 It is not evil, this is the only example in Proverbs that the fear of the 
Lord is defined by what it is not.



NOTES FROM V.15-21
 Wisdom calls anyone who will listen.  All who seek her will find her (cf. Jeremiah 29:13)

 Not only is wisdom more valuable than gold, silver and rubies, but wisdom has these same riches in her 
possession.  She has material wealth to benefit us economically, plus she has “honor” (Heb. Kabod, kah-BODE:  
usually translated glory) and righteousness to benefit us spiritually “Durable” or lasting riches are found only with 
wisdom; the Bible asserts that wealth is transient “Revenue” (Heb. tebuah, the-boo-AH) refers to one’s 
agricultural income – whether fruit, grain, or cattle.  In an agrarian society as Solomon’s fruit, grain, and cattle 
were signs of wealth, just as much as were silver and gold.  

 Instead of directly leading to gold and silver, Wisdom leads those who love her to the paths of righteousness 
and judgment (Heb. Misphat meesh-POT); also translated justice).  

 The purpose of walking these paths is so that those who love wisdom will inherit “substance,” and be filled up 
with “treasurers.”

 Wisdom lead us righteously and justly, not simply because these are the best ways from a purely spiritual lens, 
but also because these routes all wisdom to grant us what is materially best. 

 There is (an inheritance) that I will cause those who love me to inherit.”  

 Wisdom will “fill” her followers treasures.  “Treasures” here may refer to valuables themselves or to the place 
where they are stored.  Wisdom will fill these treasures houses with good things so that there is more than 
enough.



SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

5. How would you define wisdom?

6. Seeking God early may mean seeking God early in life or early in 

the day.  How will you apply this advice to your life?



LIGHT ON THE WORD – True 

Wealth
 Great power cares for the poor and defends the vulnerable.  Defending the poor is one of the 

characteristics that distinguished Israel from the surrounding nations.

 Solomon himself embodied this well; the wealthiest man in the world was also the wisest and 
ruled with justice.

 He asked God for wisdom rather than wealth, which was why God blessed him with wealth and 
power, knowing he would us it righteously.

 Unfortunately, Solomon strayed from God later in his life, but his prayer for wisdom remains as 
an example for us.

 Believers today have an even better example to follow.

 With all the power of the kingdom of God, Jesus healed the sick, cast out demons, confronted 
the oppressive religious authorities, and cared for those in need.

 We would be wise to seek wisdom to do these same works so that our lives glorify God.

 Lady Wisdom reflects God to us, showing us the best paths – paths of righteousness and justice 
– for our own benefit and showering us with blessings along the way.  This the extravagantly 
loving and wise God we serve.



BIBLE APPLICATION
AIM:  Students will love wisdom.
 Wisdom is a scarce commodity in today’s world.  

 Everywhere we look, people are making bad choices, trying to live life by their own 
rules.

 Some of the things we see so much in our politics, business, and culture are called evil 
here in Proverbs.  Pride, arrogance, corruption, and lying are all evil.

 Wisdom walks with justice and good judgment, and yet we often allow injustice to 
reign for the sake of our comfort and convenience.  

 God’s Word calls us to a very different life – a life of godly wisdom.

 Wisdom involves knowing God’s will and His Word, then having the ability to apply this 
knowledge in our lives.

 God is able to give us the wisdom to pursue both personal and collective prosperity.

 We can all flourish while also pursuing justice.  All of the people had their needs met in 
Solomon’s kingdom, and wisdom let to great wealth.

 Jesus shows us a far greater kingdom where God’s owner can supply our needs and 
challenge anyone who oppresses his or her neighbor.  If we love God and love 
wisdom, we will seek solutions for the pressing challenges and needs of our 
communities.  Wisdom will guide us.



STUDENTS RESPONSES
AIM:  Students will seek that which is truly valuable in life.

 All in all, “wisdom is the principal thing;… with all your getting, get 
understanding” (from Proverbs 4:7).

 Many of us are encouraged to seek material prosperity – the economy 
depends on it.

 However, we do well to seek wisdom because our life depends on it.

 Many people have education, knowledge, and information, but they 
have no understanding.

 Instead of selfishly seeking wealth, we should seek wisdom.

 When we are humble enough to know that we need God’s wisdom 
daily, God is faithful enough to give it.

 The evidence of wisdom is in the choices we make.  

 This week, keep a diary of your major decisions.  Evaluate whether or 
not your choices demonstrate godly wisdom or foolishness. 



We will Meet Next Week June 28, 

2020

At Abundant Harvest Church 51185 Willis 

Rd. Belleville, MI  48111

 Time 10:00 a.m.- 10:45 a.m.

 LESSON:  WISDOM’S FEAST

BIBLE BASIS:  Proverbs 9:1-18

 INSTRUCTOR:  EVANGELIST MARY E FOSTER


