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INJUSTICE WILL BE PUNISHED

BIBLE BASIS:  ESTHER 7: 1 - 10

BIBLE TRUTH:  Esther pleads for King Xerxes to save her people from 
Haman.

MEMORY VERSE:  “So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had 
prepared for Mordecai.  Then was the king’s wrath pacified” (Esther 
7:10, KJV).



INJUSTICE WILL BE PUNISHED

LESSON AIM:  By the end of the lesson, we will: EXPLICATE (analyze) 
the story of Esther as a triumph of justice; IDENTIFY that treachery and 
wickedness will not win; and CHOOSE to act justly in every situation 
with the assurance that good triumphs over evil.

LIFE NEED FOR TODAY’S LESSON: Ignoble people often seem to attain 
great power and wealth.  What evidence is there that people will 
receive the recompense their evil deeds deserve?  The story of Esther’s 
triumph over Haman provides assurance that evil does not prevail.



LESSON OVERVIEW

BIBLE LEARNING: God will not allow injustice against His people to go 
unpunished.

BIBLE APPLICATION: Christians value justice as one of the most 
important characteristics of God.

STUDENTS’ RESPONSES: Believers repent of injustice and seek to 
practice justice in all things.



KEY TERMS TO RECOGNIZE

• Injustice – the acts or conditions that cause persons to suffer 
hardship or loss undeservedly.

• Gallows – a platform on which a person was hanged by the neck as a 
method of capital punishment.



LESSON SCRIPTURE
Esther 7:1 -10

1 So the king and Haman came to banquet with Esther the queen.

2 And the king said again unto Esther on the second day at the banquet of wine, What is thy petition, queen Esther? and it shall be 
granted thee: and what is thy request? and it shall be performed, even to the half of the kingdom.

3 Then Esther the queen answered and said, If I have found favor in thy sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my life be given me 
at my petition, and my people at my request:

4 For we are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish. But if we had been sold for bondmen and bondwomen, 
I had held my tongue, although the enemy could not countervail the king's damage.

5 Then the king Ahasuerus answered and said unto Esther the queen, Who is he, and where is he, that durst presume in his heart to 
do so?

6 And Esther said, The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman. Then Haman was afraid before the king and the queen.

7 And the king arising from the banquet of wine in his wrath went into the palace garden: and Haman stood up to make request for
his life to Esther the queen; for he saw that there was evil determined against him by the king.

8 Then the king returned out of the palace garden into the place of the banquet of wine; and Haman was fallen upon the bed 
whereon Esther was. Then said the king, Will he force the queen also before me in the house? As the word went out of king's mouth, 
they covered Haman's face.

9 And Harbonah, one of the chamberlains, said before the king, Behold also, the gallows fifty cubits high, which Haman had made for 
Mordecai, who spoken good for the king, standeth in the house of Haman. Then the king said, Hang him thereon.

10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then was the king's wrath pacified.

King James Version (KJV) 
Public Domain



LIGHT ON THE WORD – THE BOOK OF ESTHER
• In the Jewish community, the Book of Esther is read every year during 

the festival of Purim, which commemorates this story. This calendar 
year, Purim was celebrated March 9, 2020.  

• Internally, the book of Esther does not mention God’s name in any of 
its ten chapters.  God is not seen or heard to offer direct guidance to 
anyone.  

• The book of Esther shows that God’s plan to preserve His people is 
sometimes hidden until the appointed time of manifestation.

• The Book of Esther teaches a valuable lesson about the sovereignty of 
God: although the enemies of God’s covenant people may triumph 
for a season, God holds the key to ultimate victory.  



LIGHT ON THE WORD – THE BOOK OF ESTHER

• The Book of Esther is a major chapter in the struggle of Gods’ people 
to survive in the midst of a hostile world.

• The Book of Esther shows how God kept his promise (Gen. 12: 1, 3) at 
every stage in history.

• Even though the book of Esther was canonized with the rest of 
Scripture during the middle of the first millennium AD, the first 
Christian commentary on the book did not appear until the ninth 
century.

• Esther’s use for revealing the nature of God was clearly evident to the 
Christian community and did not dampen the book’s capacity to 
encourage Christian believers to defend what is morally right.



MAIN CHARACTERS IN THE BOOK OF ESTHER
• Esther [ESS ter]

Hebrew name: Hadassah,  meaning “myrtle” (Esther 2:7)
The Jewish queen of the Persian King Xerxes who saved her people from a plot to 
eliminate them.

• Mordecai [MAWR deh kie]
The relative of Esther and a resident of Susa, the Persian capital during the reign 
of King Xerxes.  He raised Esther as his own daughter following the death of her 
parents (Esther 2: 7, 15).

• King Xerxes [ZURK sees]
The Greek name of Ahasuerus.  He is known as Xerxes the Great who ruled in 
Persia from 486-465 B.C.

• Haman [HAY mun]
King Xerxes most trusted advisor.  He manipulated King Xerxes in issuing an edict 
demanding the execution of all Jews in the Persian empire.



LIFE NEED FOR TODAY’S LESSON

AIM: Students will understand that injustice is often the result of a 
battle for power. 



INTRODUCTION - A ROCKY POLITICAL CONTEXT

• The story of Esther began in 483 BC, which was 103 years after 
Nebuchadnezzar took the Jewish people into captivity.

• The family of Esther remained and lived in Persia even after King Cyrus 
allowed the Jews to return to their homeland.  Many Jews stayed and 
lived in Persia because they experienced great freedom.

• King Xerxes was the fifth king of Persia who ruled during the time of 
Esther.  

• The Persian kingdom overthrew and ruled much of the same territory as 
Babylonia and during that time was considered a dominant force to be 
reckoned with both in wealth and influence.



INTRODUCTION - A ROCKY POLITICAL CONTEXT

• At the beginning of Esther’s story, Vashti was Xerxes’ queen and because of her 
perceived disobedience to the king, she was banished.  Xerxes sough to look for a 
new queen.  Esther was considered and ultimately given the title because of her 
beauty and charm.  

• As the queen, Esther kept her background as a Jew a secret. She was given very few 
rights because of the behavior of the past queen, Vashti.  Ultimately, she would be 
the one to save her people from death.

• Haman, the highest official in King Xerxes court, was an ancestor of the Amalekites, a 
longtime ancient enemy of the Jews.  Haman influenced the king to issue a decree to 
kill all the Jews in Persia who did not bow down or kneel to him.

• Esther pleaded with King Xerxes to reverse the decree to kill all the Jews scattered in 
the Persian empire.



BIBLE LEARNING:

AIM:  Student’s will examine how Esther’s plea for salvation was 
answered by King Xerxes.



I. Esther’s Petition (Esther 7: 1 – 6)

• Esther gains the attention of the king and invites him and Haman to a 
banquet where she makes her request.

• The text does not mention the name of God; however, it assumes 
that in her fasting it was God who had covered her as she prepared 
herself to ask the king her request.   

• Esther was going up against not only the power of the king’s decree 
but also Haman, the most powerful noble in the land.  Haman had a 
direct hatred against Jews.

• The king had already proclaimed that he was both willing to hear and 
approve her requests, which is evidence that God had honored the 
prayers and fasting to provide her with favor from the king even 
before she made her requests known.



I. Esther’s Petition (Esther 7: 1 – 6)

• The king asks Esther to make her request known and obligates himself 
to fulfill her desire.

• Esther wisely sets up the situation to liberate her people by seizing 
the opportunity to ask the king to spare her life and the lives of her 
Jewish people.  Esther informs the king that she and the Jewish 
people have been sold out to be killed.

• Esther exposes the evil plot of Haman to kill herself and all the Jews in 
Persia.  

• Haman is called out for his injustice to his face, in front of the one 
person in the kingdom that could do something to punish him.



Search the Scriptures

Question 1

What is Esther’s answer when the king tells her to make her 
request (v. 3)?

Question 2

What strategy did Esther formulate in her approach to the king, 
and how was that important in her achieving her outcome to 
save her people?



LIGHT ON THE WORD – GOD’S STRATEGY

• Esther uses her great beauty and intelligence to outsmart Haman, the 
man that plotted to kill all the Jews in the empire because Mordecai 
refused to bow to him.

• In addition to Esther’s intelligence, we see how God can shape 
circumstances in order to accomplish His purpose.

• While the king was not a follower of God or in covenant relationship 
with God, He, nonetheless, brought the king to a place where he 
would favor Esther and see to accomplish her request.

• God enacts His own strategy to accomplish His purposes.



II. HAMAN’S DEMISE (ESTHER 7:7 – 10)

• God’s rule declares that those who choose to persecute God’s chosen 
ones will ultimately become beholden to them.

• Haman had been plotting genocide against the Jews as an incredible 
act of evil and injustice because of Mordecai’s refusal to bow before 
him.

• The king orders that the pole Haman had built to be the demise of 
Mordecai should become the measure by which his own life is taken.

• Justice was fully exacted in kind for the injustice that Haman intended 
upon the innocent man and his people.

• Haman’s prejudice and hatred is what led to his destruction.  
Mordecai is given the position of honor, and Haman the execution.



SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

Question 3

Where does the idea of the method of Haman’s death come 
from?  Why is it important?

Question 4

Why do you think Haman’s death satisfied the king?



LIGHT ON THE WORD – THE IRONY OF JUSTICE

• Haman pleads for his life before Queen Esther, knowing the king’s 
plans for him.

• An ironic twist, the same device that Haman engineered to kill the 
Jews was the same device upon which he himself died.

• God will not let injustice go unpunished, and intentions to enact 
injustice will be met with humiliation.  

• God’s plan will always be fulfilled.



BIBLE APPLICATION
AIM: Students will speak out against injustice and support leaders who 
also seek to enact justice.

• In our world today many people find themselves persecuted, 
marginalized, and oppressed because of their race, immigration 
status, and position in society.  We are desperately in need of 
individuals who will stand up to modern-day Hamans who wish to 
destroy the well-being of others.

• The efforts, spirit, heart and conviction of those who seek liberation 
and hope are able to call attention to the social ills in our nation.  It is 
our job as a community to continue uplifting voices who speak out 
against unjust practices, to keep them in our prayers, and when called 
upon, to also use our privilege and voice to uplift the silenced voices 
in our world.



STUDENTS’ RESPONSES
• Students will support and pray for those who are marginalized in our 

nation today.

• Students will seek out and support organizations using their platform to 
elevate and alleviate the plight of the marginalized.

• Students will continue to pray for and vote for elected officials who will 
attempt not to harm and oppress the least of these but will establish and 
fight for policies that will make their lives better.

• Students, through prayer and fasting, will bring their cares and worries 
regarding how people are treated to God and trust that He will bring forth 
justice and righteousness.

• Today, I challenge you to think of creative ways the local church can get 
involved and combat the injustices that exist in our nation today.  How can 
we speak on behalf of the marginalized?  How can we use our efforts to 
spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?



NEXT WEEK’S SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 

LESSON TOPIC: THE LORD LOVES JUSTICE

BIBLE BASIS: ISAIAH 61: 8 -11, 62: 2 – 4

TEACHER: Evangelist Monique Foster


