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A VISION OF RESTORATION

MEMORY VERSE:   “BEHOLD,  AT  THAT T IME I  WILL  UNDO ALL  THAT AFFLICT  THEE:   
AND I  WILL  SAVE HER THAT HALTETH,  AND GATHER HER THAT WAS DRIVEN OUT;  
AND I  WILL  GET  THEM PRAISE  AND FAME IN  EVERY LAND WHERE THEY HAV E BEEN 
PUT TO SHAME.”   (ZEPHANIAH 3:19,  KJV)

BIBLE BASIS:  Zephaniah 3:14-20

BIBLE TRUTH:  The Lord shares His plans to restore Israel 
back to Himself.



A VISION OF RESTORATION

LESSON AIM:  By the end of the lesson, we will DISCERN the need for the just restoration of God’s people; 
PURSUE trusting God for victory, hope, and renewal, and CELEBRATE victory, hope, and renewal and 
CELEBRATE the return of joy and God’s glory in salvation.

LIFE NEED FOR TODAY’S LESSON:  Oppression of the poor and powerless seems pervasive in our world.  Is 
there any hope for reversal of this condition:  The prophet Zephaniah proclaims the day of restoration 
when God’s people shall be returned to righteousness, justice, and peace.

BIBLE LEARNING:  God promises to wholly restore Israel.

BIBLE APPLICATION:   Christians will understand that God always keeps His promises, especially as they 
relate to promises of restoration.

STUDENTS’ RESPONSES:  Believers will commit to bring agents of restoration in this world.



LESSON SCRIPTURE

ZEPHANIAH 3:14-29, KJV

• NOTE:  MINOR PROPHET, WHO WAS A PERSON OF CONSIDERATABLE 
SOCIAL STANDING IN JUDAH AND WAS PROBABLY RELATED TO THE 
ROYAL KINGDOM.

• MAIN THEME:  THE COMING OF THE DAY OF THE LORD.
• GOD WILL YET BE MERCIFUL TOWARD HIS PEOPLE AND THAT JUDAH WILL 

BE RESTORED BY THE LORD, “THE KING OF ISRAEL.”



LIGHT ON THE WORD

Zephaniah:  
• This prophet of Judah traces his lineage back to royalty and may have been the great 

grandson of King Hezekiah.
• Because he mentions the presence of pagan priests, the worship of Baal, and the practice of 

astrology in Judah, Zephaniah’s ministry probably began prior to the religious reforms 
undertaken by King Josiah in 62BC.

• His position among other prophets is unique in that he prophesied during a period of 
revival.

• Zephaniah’s message is clear:  Judah’s indifference and stubborn refusal to obey God would 
bring His wrathful judgement.

• This judgement would be threefold and would involve purifying, purging, and restoration.
• Zephaniah was a contemporary of Jeremiah and was one of the last prophets before the 

captivity.



INTRODUCTION

• In Zephaniah 1, we learn that he is a prophet during the reign of King Josiah.  
• Josiah led a religious reform that focused on serving the Lord alone and removing all other 

religious relics, attire, and practices.
• Many scholars assume that Zephaniah prophesied before Josiah’s reform and perhaps while the 

king was a child (cf. 2 Kings 22L1).
• According to Zephaniah, the day of the Lord with other religious practices (Zeph 2:5-6).
• God will judge the princes, judges, priests, and prophets who lie, oppress, and eagerly increase 

corruption – desire all of God’s warnings (3:3-7).
• God will judge the enemies of Israel who at one time have oppressed them.
• God will not spare the wicked. They will be cut off, ruined, and desolated. In the process, God will 

judge the whole earth. But there will be a remnant of humble people from near and far that God 
will bring together.

• This remnant shall serve the Lord and do no wrong.



BIBLE LEARNING

AIM:  Students will appreciate the future that God promises for His 
people.



I.  ZION SINGS A SONG OF JOY

• After nearly two-and-a half chapters of judgement, it is only fitting that Zephaniah would pen 
this song of joy and invite the children of Israel to sing and rejoice.

• Just five verses prior, the prophecies of judgement turned into a message of hope.
• God’s wrath is not the final word.
• God will give the people clean lips, and all of God’s scattered children will worship and 

serve Him on one accord.
• There will be peace, and they will have nothing to fear.
• This vision of unity and serenity invites the Children of Israel to praise the Lord because God 

acts on their behalf.
• God has removed any judgements against them.
• God has removed their enemies from oppressing them.
• And that same God is among them.



A COMMAND TO REJOICE 
Zephaniah 3:14-17

• The command to rejoice was used by town heralds calling the city to rejoice when 
messengers from the battlefield brought good news of victory and deliverance.

• The Hebrew Term ranan raw-Nan (sing) represents a joyous shout.
• The verse contains four imperative verbs that are similar in meaning (“sing” “shout” “aloud,” 

“be glad,” “rejoice”) and three vocatives that refer to the people of Israel, in general and 
Jerusalem, in particular (“O Daughter of Jerusalem”).

• The redeemed people should be glad and rejoice with all their heart.
• Their praise must not be perfunctory.  Meaning:  carried out with a minimum of effort or 

reflection.
• They have real cause to rejoice.



3 REASONS FOR REJOICING
V. 15  

1. The punishment and the enemy have turned away. Judgments refers to the punishment of the 
Lord’s sentence of condemnation against the city.  These are the judgements that have fallen 
upon Israel through all her history.

2. The enemy is cast out. This prediction and promise is in the singular.  The “enemy” is not 
specified, although it may refer to those who collaborated with the Assyrians in the past, it most 
likely refers to all of Judah’s enemies.  However, the chief enemy of Israel was sin in conduct and 
sin of the heart.  The chief enemy of every believer was Satan who caused men to sin.  God’s 
salvation from sin here is total .  There is noting now to alienate the Holy One; atonement has 
been achieved.

3. The Lord is King in the midst of her. He is there to protect, and therefore, Israel need have no 
more fear.  The idea of the Lord as King is common in the Old Testament.  Early in Old Testament 
history, Israel praised the Lord, who “shall reign for ever and ever”  (Exodus 15:18).  The Lord 
manifested Himself as “king over Jeshurun” (Deut. 33:2-5).  Gideon would not accept the 
people’s desire to crown him king because “the Lord shall rule over you”  (Judges 8:23)



SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

QUESTION 1

How does God relate to Israel?

QUESTION 2

What song would you sing in response to how God has 
moved in your life?



LIGHT ON THE WORD:
The Lord Saves!
• Israel was on the cusp of being destroyed by her enemies.
• But God stepped in and rescued Israel from impending doom.
• In the past, God did not hesitate to step in and punish Israel for her disobedience.
• But in this passage, God has shown great mercy and favor to Israel.
• As a result, Israel is commanded to rejoice and be glad.  
• This response is only logical, as celebration and joy are the natural responses to achieving 

great victory.
• In the Christian life, we have reason to celebrate and rejoice everyday.
• Through Jesus Christ, God has chosen us, withholds His judgement from us, and adopts us 

as His children into the family of God.
• Because of God’s salvation, we need not fear any harm, for He has declared victory over the 

forces of sin and darkness.



II.  GOD SINGS A SONG OF JOY

ZEPHANIAH 3:16-18
• God’s love restores the soul and spirit of the Children of Israel.
• In these verses, Zephaniah declares that there is a new day.  
• This day is the day God will be a Warrior who saves.
• This day brings God’s rejoicing and renewal of His people.
• Previously, the Israelites had undergone distress, anguish, and bitter cries (Zephaniah 1:14-

15); now is the day of God singing.
• God Himself is singing!
• How great must this day be if it causes God to bring forth a song?
• He promises to lovingly gather the mournful and remove their disgrace with His love.



NOTE: V 16

In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not:  and to Zion, Let not thine hands 
be slack.
• What a difference the presence and peace of God make!
• “In that day” refers to the day when the judgement was complete and God’s blessings 

completely manifest.
• Then Zion, a synonym for Jerusalem that specifically referred to the temple mount, will have 

no reason to fear.
• The expression “do not let your hands hand slack” is unfamiliar to our culture.  In Hebrew 

through, the hand symbolized strength or power.  Letting hands hang slack referred to a 
feeling of weakness or powerlessness, a sense of discouragement.  

• Slack hands are a symbol of despair and indication of loss of power, so now with God in 
their midst and with nothing to fear, let the fallen hands be lifted up.



NOTE - V. 17 COURAGE & HOPE

The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is might; he will save, he will rejoice over thee 
with joy; he will rest in this love, he will joy over thee with singing.
• The Lord is in the midst of his people.
• When His people slide into idolatry and sin, He withdraws Himself from them (cf. Ezekiel 

11:22-24).
• God is a warrior who brings salvation (Hebrew word gibbor – hero)  In other contexts, as 

well, God is called by the name “mighty God.”  Who has declared peace.  He will save.  He 
will issue no more battle cries.  He will wreak no more havoc.  His people have nor reason for 
fear except a healthy “fear of the Lord.”  He has accomplished His purpose; He has 
vanquished the proud.  The holy, humble remnant now seeks Him in righteousness.

• God’s love for his people is expressed in deepest joy and satisfaction.  The return of His 
wandering people whom He has redeemed.  

• There’s a renewal of relationship between God and His estranged lovers.  True believers as 
the bride of Christ to portray God’s return to his long-forsaken bride.



NOTE - V. 18 – THE LORD SPEAKS

I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom 
the reproach of it was a burden.
• At this point.  He summarizes His acts of grace by saying.  He will deal with Israel's 

oppressors and bring her scattered people home. 
• Prophecy is now complete.
• God will demonstrate His love by gathering them together to Himself.  But before this can 

be done Judah must be scattered among the nations in judgment.
• Those who yearn for the presence of the Lord would be restored.
• The prophet pictures a day when all of the sorrows associated with the people’s sin and 

judgement would be removed. (Sorrows over loss of Jerusalem).
• He promises relief.  The enemy's destruction will be vanished.  Worship opportunities will be 

purified and rewed.  Social injustice will disappear from Israel’s agenda.
• Most of all, God’s elect people will participate in joy and thanksgiving in His appointed times 

of worship.  People will rejoice, and God will be glorified.  



SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

QUESTION 3

What does the phrase “on that day” refer to in this passage?

QUESTION 4

In our world today, we see a lot of pain, but we also see many causes to celebrate.  
What would cause the Lord to sing today?



LIGHT ON THE WORD

Delighting in His people
• The Israelites have been rescued by God and have reason to celebrate and rejoice.
• In the day of God’s judgement, the people of God have no reason to fear, nor do they have 

reason to keep their hands at their sides.
• God is with His people, in whom He delights.
• God in this passage is pictured not only as a loving Father, but also as a mighty warrior who 

advocates and fights for the people of Israel.
• The Mighty Warrior promises to not rebuke His people anymore, but instead rejoice over His 

people with singing.
• This a beautiful image that will come to fruition when we see God as He is, and He will 

restore everything back to Himself. 



III. FULL RESTORATION
ZEPHANIAH 3:19-20
• In the final verses, we are reminded that God’s restoration is complete.
• While the previous verses deal with the remnant’s spiritual, emotional, and mental wellness, these verses 

address their social location.
• They have been oppressed, cast away, and robbed of their fortune.
• They did not get to experience whatever goodness came with their identity.
• Instead they were mocked and shamed for it.
• Due to their social location, they were treated as inferior.
• God promises to do more than remove their oppressors.
• God promises to bring the remnant together, give them a good name, and restore their fortunes.
• In this final vision, there is no lack in the remnant.  
• They are full relationally because they love God as much as He loves them.
• They commit to bring His faithful children.
• They have identity, and they have a community of gathered people
• They are full socially because those were not able to help themselves are in God’s care, and they have full 

access to their fortunes.



SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

QUESTION 5

What purpose does this passage serve in the book of Zephaniah?

QUESTION 6

What makes our restoration complete?



LIGHT ON THE WORD

THE GOD OF JUSTICE
• The book of Zephaniah ends on a very high note for the people of Israel.
• God will deal with all of Israel’s enemies, rescue the poor and oppressed, and honor Israel 

among the nations who have abused her.
• Not only this, but the Lord promises to turn back the captivity of the Israelites.
• This powerful passage demonstrates that God is faithful to remember His promises, and that 

He will not abandon His people.
• While Israel had failed God time and again, He has always held up His end of the promise.
• As Christians, we step into God’s promises to restore justice to those who have been 

marginalized and oppressed, becoming a part of God’s program for justice in this world. 



BIBLE APPLICATION

AIM:  Students will be empowered to make right decisions that lead to their own restoration.

• Many changes are necessary in order for God’s children to be fully restored to a new day.
• God must turn from wrath.
• His people must turn toward serving Him only.
• His people must turn away from oppressing each other, and enemies must turn away from 

oppressing God’s people.
• Zephaniah reminds us that we do not act alone.
• God turns from wrath, He changes us, and He turns away our enemies.
• Restoration is only possible because God is in our midst.



STUDENTS RESPONSES

AIM:  Students will long for God’s restoration by understanding His faithfulness 
throughout history.

• Students can do a number of things that will help them understand and see God’s 
faithfulness throughout history.

• First, students can replace praise and worship with a traditional testimony and song service 
during a regular service to focus on responding to the Lord with joy.

• Second, students can read Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s book Strength to Love.
• Finally, plan a trip to your local museum that focuses on Black history and have a debriefing 

session on the impact. 


