
The Chosen 
 Episode 2: Shavat / Sabbath 

 

This episode continues backstories on several people, including: 

• Mary of Magdala / Mary Magdalene – Luke 8:1-3 

• Nicodemus: Rabbi / Teacher of Israel – John 3:1-36 

• Matthew / Levi: Tax Collector – Matthew 9:9-13 

• Simon Peter & Andrew: Fisherman – John 1:35-42 

• And we are introduced to James & Thaddeus, Disciples of Jesus 
 

This episode revolves around the theme of Shavat / Sabbath: 

• First scene is Shavat from long ago 

• Shavat is a recognition of God resting on the seventh day after creation 

• It is a weekly meal that forms a repetitive bond with God and family 

• Roman Occupation of Israel: Romans despise Jews and Jews hate Romans 

• Red Quarter: places of gambling, drinking and prostitution 

• Fishing on the Sabbath: Can a good Jew fish on the Sabbath / Shavat? Peter does 
Why don’t the Romans patrol the Sea of Galilee on the Sabbath? 

• Roman collection of taxes: they place a heavy toll on the average Jew.  
Peter & Andrew try to pay off their debts by fighting and gambling, but to no avail 

• Peter decides to turn in his fellow Jewish fishermen to the Romans for fishing  
on Sabbath to repay his debt, but Andrew wants nothing to do with it 

• Tax collectors: like Matthew are despised by both Romans and Jews.  
Matthew has to hide in a wagon in order to arrive safely at the place of collection;  
he also has a Roman Guard named Gaius to protect him from his own people  

 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What in this second episode caught your  
attention / confused you / surprised you? 

2. Why do you think the producers are using  
Shavat as a central theme? 

3. Why were people bowing when the religious  
leader walked among them? 

4. How did Nicodemus protect Mary from “an official inquiry”? (Like healed blind man in John 9) 
5. How did Mary answer Nicodemus’ own inquiry of her healing? (Also similar to man in John 9) 
6. What kind of problem does Nicodemus continue to encounter and question? 
7. What does the beggar on the ground keep asking people? Why is that important? 
8. What sort of impressions do you get from the various groups celebrating Shavat? 

 
 



FOR THE FAMILY: 
Activities to help families connect with and reflect on The Chosen together. 

 
Color the picture and remember how God rested on the 7th day! 

Make a Connection: 
 
Go on a family walk. Draw a picture of 7 
different things you see that God 
created! 

 
 

 
 
Talk About It: 

• Read Psalm 92:1-5. Make a list of things that you can praise God for. 

• God doesn’t want us to be lazy, but He does want us to rest. Why is rest so important? 

• What are some ways that you honor God in your home? 
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