
 

 

Lighthouse Presbyterian Church 

Lighthouse Presbyterian Church · PO Box 404 · 1402 E. 303rd Street · Paola, KS 66071 · 913.294.2400 

Worship: Sunday 10:00am 

To grow in Christ, becoming like Him, to the glory of God. 

October 22, 2020 
Volume 14, Issue 22 

1st Thursday for Seniors Drive Thru 

DISCOVER LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH 
Sunday, October 25th  

11:30am 
(Child care provided) 

 

Whether you are a recent guest at Lighthouse Church or have been attending for some time, 

we invite you to discover more about our ministry.  Child care will be provided. 
 
This class provides you: 
 the opportunity to meet the pastors and other staff members               
 hear more about our church’s ministries and direction                                            
 a time to ask any questions about Lighthouse Church 
 
 Please RSVP that you will be attending: 
 EMAIL: erin@paolalighthouse.com  
 CALL: Church Office 913.294.2400  
 ONLINE: Register at paolalighthouse.com/discover_lighthouse  

 
 

https://www.paolalighthouse.com/discover_lighthouse
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PASTOR APPRECIATION 
 

Well it’s that time of the year – football games, fall 

leaves and October is Pastor Appreciation Month. 

Lighthouse Church has been blessed with wonderful 

pastors (Kirk Johnston and Brad Buescher) and  

although we hope they know they are appreciated  

every day, what a great opportunity to let them know 

how we feel. Please take some time this month to express your apprecia-

tion by sending a personal note, baking a treat (Brad does not eat gluten) 

or sending a gift card. These are just examples. Use your imagination and 

let them know how much you value them. 

The next Beacon  
newsletter will be  

published on Thursday,  
 November 5, 2020. 

 
Deadline for all articles 

will be Friday, Oct. 30th. 
 

Thank you in advance for 
your help. 

 

 

   

 
 

Our prayers and sympathies 

go out to the family and 

friends of: 

 Pam Hire (Rebecca    
Sutton) 

 Ron Prothe (Rebecca 
Sutton) 

Congregational Meeting Results 

             October 11, 2019 

 

--  Elders elected to begin serving in January of 2021: 

 Jim Adams, Kim Bruza, Maria Heid, Jared  

 Sinclair and Elizabeth Sweeney-Reeder 

--  Deacons elected to begin serving in January of 2021:   

 Darla Jenkins and Christine Thomas-Hursey 

--  Members elected to the Church Nominating Committee for 2021:   

 Marsha Adams, Susan Bayles, Brent Eppler, Jimmy Hay, Janet Rhea  

 and Cindy Walters 

Women’s BSF Mini-Series 
 

 

When: Tuesdays, Oct. 20th, Oct. 27th, and Nov. 3rd  
Time: 6:30 - 7:15 pm 
Where: Online Only via Zoom 

 
This study is free to everyone!  All materials are provided online. 

Have you wanted to check out BSF but didn’t think you could commit 
to the 30 weeks?  BSF will have a 3 week study about Noah. 

Thank you for the cards, 
food and prayers.  If it 
weren’t for all the prayers, 
we wouldn’t be here. 
 
Thank you church, we 
love you. 
 

Joel & Sherry  
Ahlbrandt 



MONTHLY INCOME REPORT 

September 2020 
 

GENERAL GIVING 

YTD Budgeted Needed $  453,556.08 

YTD Actual Giving  $  440.701.18 

Amount still needed:  $   (12,854.90) 

 

BUILDING FUND 

Annual Budget Needed: $   187,085.88 

YTD Actual Giving:  $   105,042.94 

 

Loan Balance:   $2,521,627.91 

THE  LIGHTHOUSE  BEACON Page 3 

Don’t forget to turn 
your clocks back  
November 1st. 

  1 Jaime Trent 
  4 Kelli Whitney 
  8 Shannon Roseberry 
 Josh Simons 
  9 Lane Hoffine 
 Hoyt Hoffine 
11 Susie McClurg 
13 Judy Kappler 
15 Wesley Maxwell 
17  Meredith  
      Drummond 
 Mary McDougal 
18 Kelsey Dietrich 
19 Neil Blakeman 
 Jim Queen 
21 Jason Mueller 
 Kaleb Mueller 
22 Nick Hartig 
 Cameron Jenkins 
 Kendra Wedde 
23 Lucille Baecker 
 Ella Needham 
24 Cutter Meade 
25 Niko Carter 
 Phyllis Hollinger 
26 Brian Briley 
 Bev Knapp 
27 Layne Taylor 
28 Jim Adams 
29 Dave Hime 

All Church Family  
Thanksgiving Dinner Living Nativity 

Event Cancellations 
 
Unfortunately, many of our fall events, like the Hog Roast, have had to be  
cancelled due to the pandemic. Typically we would be preparing to have two of 
our favorite events during this time of the year: the All Church Family Thanks-
giving Dinner and the Living Nativity. However, with so many health concerns 
still affecting how and where we gather (or cannot gather), both of these events 
have been cancelled in 2020 and will have to wait until next year. 
 
Let us continue to pray for all those affected by this pandemic and that the Lord 
will bring it to a swift end soon so that we can once more enjoy our  
fellowship together in Christ. 

Thursday, November 5th 

11:30am-Noon 
 

 

Looking ahead: November First Thursdays Drive-Thru.  This is for all our 
friends of AARP age. You may RSVP by November 3rd to Rebecca at  
rebecca@paolalighthouse.com or call the church office, 294-2400.   
 
Our entrée this month will be Shepherds Pie. 
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Want to get involved 
with Operation 

Christmas Child? 
 
In the year of 2020, life has taken 
on a new meaning of normal, but 
that doesn’t have to apply to eve-
rything.  There are multiple ways 
for you to get involved with OCC 
that will fit with everyone’s  
preference of social distancing 
and fellowship. 
 

Fill a Shoebox 
 Take an empty shoebox from 

our display.  

 Fill it with items for either a 
girl or boy.  (see “Shoebox 
Gift Ideas”) 

 Choose an age group of 2-4 
years, 5-9 years or 10-14 
years.   

 Pray for the child who will 
receive the gift.  

 Include the $9 donation to 
help cover shipping and other 
project costs. 

 Bring into church during col-
lection week. 

 

Build a Shoebox Online 
Lighthouse has created a “goal 
page” to see if we can pack 50 
shoeboxes online for 2020.   

 Click on this link and you will 
go directly to the Samaritan’s 
Purse website that will allow 
you to begin building a shoe-
box, and that box will count 
toward Lighthouse’s Shoebox 
Goal. 

 Simply select toys and other 
fun items that are offered. 

 Personalize your gift with 
your own letter and photo. 

 Pay the suggested donation of 
$25. 

 

Donations 
Donations can come in all forms. 

 Donate items from the 
“Shoebox Gift Ideas”. Maybe 
you found some good sales 
but didn’t want to fill an entire 
shoebox.  No problem, we 
will take them and combine 
them with other donations to 
make a completed shoebox. 
Please bring your items to the 
church before November 16th. 

 Money is always a great dona-
tion.  We can use this to help 
cover the $9 donation per box 
or purchase additional items 
to fill the boxes. 

 
Volunteer During  
Collection Week  
(Nov. 16-23) 
 November 16-20 (Mon-Fri) 

from 9:00am-4:00pm, we will 
begin accepting shoeboxes 
that have been assembled for 
children around the world.  
With all the routines that have 
been affected by the COVID-
19 pandemic, we want to en-
courage every person to feel 
safe in bringing their shoe-
boxes to Lighthouse Church.  
So instead of people bringing 
their shoeboxes into the 
church, we will meet them 
outside at the curb to fill out 
necessary paperwork and un-
load shoeboxes from their 
cars.  To accomplish this, we 
will need 2-3 helpers per day.   

 Then on Monday, November 
23rd from 9:00am-3:00pm, 
other drop-off centers will 
bring in their shipping boxes 

to be loaded onto large trucks 
located in our parking lot.  We 
will need volunteers through-
out the day who are able to lift 
heavy boxes.   

 Face masks and gloves will be 
provided to all helpers.  If you 
are interested in helping on 
any of these days, please    
contact Tracey Hecker at   
913-294-2400 and she will 
work you into the schedule or 
you can go to our website at 
paolalighthouse.com and click 
on the link for Operation 
Christmas Child to sign up. 

SHOEBOX GIFT IDEAS 
 
“WOW” ITEMS 

 Soccer ball w/ pump 

 Doll 

 Stuffed animal 

 Shoes 

TOYS 

 Toy cars 

 Jump Ropes 

 Yo-yos 

 Toys that light up and make noise 
(with extra batteries) 

NON-LIQUID HYGIENE 
ITEMS 

 Toothbrushes (no toothpaste) 

 Bar soap 

 Washcloths 

 Combs 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

 Pens, pencils, sharpeners, crayons 
and markers 

 Notebooks and paper 

 Coloring and picture books 

 Solar calculators 

ACCESSORIES 

 Socks 

 Sunglasses 

 Jewelry and watches 

 Flashlights (with extra batteries) 

https://build-a-shoebox.samaritanspurse.org/view/b0949a7c-e692-4c07-b7f1-07dff236cba4
https://paolalighthouse.com/operation_christmas_childC:/Users/Tracey/Documents/Advertisement
https://paolalighthouse.com/operation_christmas_childC:/Users/Tracey/Documents/Advertisement
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First Quarantians 

I (Pastor Brad) have been posting some devotions, scriptures and thoughts on our Lighthouse Facebook Page 
since the pandemic began in March. You can find them here. Or, beginning with this current issue, you can 
read some of them on this page of the Beacon. Hope God blesses you through them. 

A couple years ago, Thane Chiquinho Scarpa,  
a billionaire from Brazil held a press conference at  
a grave site. He grabbed media attention across the 
globe by saying that he was planning to bury his 
Bentley Flying Spur so he could drive around the 
afterlife in style. If you are unfamiliar with this car, 
suffice it to say that Patrick Mahomes can afford one, 
but probably no one we know ($450,000). Of course 
he was highly criticized and scrutinized for his  
eccentric and extravagant decision. 
 
With all eyes on him and 
his Bentley literally  
sitting underground, he 
turned the tables on  
everyone: “People have 
condemned me for  
trying to bury a million 
dollar Bentley. The fact 
is, most people bury 
something a lot more 
valuable than my car. 
People bury hearts,  
livers, lungs, eyes, and 
kidneys. This is absurd. 
There are so many peo-
ple out there waiting for 
a transplant and you will bury healthy organs that 
can save so many lives. This is the biggest waste in 
the world. My Bentley is worthless in comparison to 
life giving organs. There is no wealth more valuable 
than an organ, because there is nothing more valua-
ble than life.  I officially announce I am an organ  
donor this week. I’m an organ donor, are you? Tell 
your family.” 
 
I am also an organ donor. How about you? 
 
This especially touches me for a couple of reasons: 
1. I have a good friend of almost 40 years who has 
survived a heart transplant, which I could not help 
with, but now needs a kidney transplant, which I can 
help with. So I will go to KU Medical Center in a 

couple of weeks to see if one of my kidneys could be 
a match for Sean (you probably know that our own 
Pam Bryant, also needs a kidney).  2. This story also 
helps me realize that the decisions we make regard-
ing how and what we give can literally change  
people’s lives. 
 
Granted, it is easier to give organs in your body once 
you don’t need them anymore; so, for me, that one is 
kind of a no-brainer. Giving is a little more difficult 

on a daily basis. But I’m no 
longer talking about organs 
or death. God has given us 
lots of valuable resources to 
both use for ourselves, and 
also to give away to people 
who need them much more 
than we do. 
 
As a congregation, you know 
this and practice this; I have 
seen it time and again. When 
we asked for your help to 
drill a well in Uganda several 
years ago, you gave enough 
for two. When we asked for  
another last year, you did it 

again. And they are nearly ready to start drilling. 
 
Please take time to honestly and diligently seek God 
in regard to both how and what he would want you to 
do with the finances, the energy, the skills, the love, 
even the family he has given to you and blessed you 
with. Listen to the leading of the Holy Spirit to make 
the kind of decisions that will bring honor and glory 
to our Lord Jesus. You will not regret doing so. 

Would You Bury a Bentley? 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/Lighthouse-Church-Paola-219012411623610/posts/?ref=page_internalC:/Users/Tracey/Documents/Advertisement
https://kredx.com/blog/the-man-who-nearly-buried-his-bentley-for-the-most-amazing-reason/
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Our Vision 
To grow in Christ and become like Him. We 
seek to teach and demonstrate the gospel 
each time we gather with children. We 
pray they may be light in their world and 
that their light may grow brighter each day 
with the help of the Holy Spirit. We also 
dedicate ourselves to supporting the fami-
ly unit as primary teachers of the faith and 
the conduit through which God shows His 
love and reveals His character. 
 
 
What We Offer 
Nursery (0-3) – Nursery is available dur-
ing worship each Sunday morning and for 
some special events (dates and additional 
information will be provided as needed). 
Our focus is to provide loving care for our 
youngest children and age appropriate ac-
tivities introducing them to the God who 
loves them.  
 
 
Children’s Church (Preschool-5th grade) – 
Children’s Church is offered during wor-
ship each Sunday. At a designated time 
during the service (usually following a 
children’s message), children are dis-
missed to the back of the sanctuary to 
meet their adult leaders. Children may be 
picked up in the children’s educational 
wing following the close of worship. Each 
week children learn about the Big Bible 
Story through creative storytelling and ex-
tension activities. On months with a 5th 
Sunday, children remain in worship. 
 
 
Family Night & Kingdom Kids (all ages) – 
Two times a year, fall and spring, a mid-
week program is offered on Wednesday 
evenings that includes a meal, worship, 
and Bible-based activities for all ages. 
Dates, times, and other necessary infor-
mation will be provided in the weeks prior 
to each session. 
 
 
Vacation Bible School (Preschool – 5th 
grade) – Each summer a Vacation Bible 
School program is offered. Dates and oth-
er information regarding VBS will be pro-
vided in the Spring. 
 

Join the Team! 
The lifeblood of Lighthouse Children’s Min-
istry are the many adult and youth volun-
teers dedicated to teaching children about 
the love of God shown through Christ Je-
sus and then demonstrating that love as 
they serve.  
 
Opportunities to serve include … 

 Nursery volunteer or employment 

 Leading or helping with Bible story 
large groups in Children’s Church 

 Leading or helping with small groups 
in Children’s Church 

 Coordinating or Assisting at special 
events (Family Night, VBS, etc.) 

 Gathering supplies and/or preparing 
materials.  

 
If you would like to join our amazing team, 
contact Josh Simons, Director of  
Children’s Ministry at 913.406.6137 or email 
him at josh@paolalighthouse.com. 
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Lighthouse Youth 
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For the month of 

October 2020 
 

Miscellaneous Issues 
Joel Ahlbrandt 
Sherry Ahlbrandt 
Lea Anderson (Janell Bouse) 
Virginia Ayers (Susan Hime) 
Tom Balch (Bob Dameron) 
Anna Beyer (Larry & Joslin Beyer) 
Kirk Blain (Susan Blain) 
Jackie Brewer 
Barbara Brown (Rebecca Sutton) 
Pam Bryant  
Joe Burke (Terry Robinson) 
Kristen Cummings 
Rosemary Cummings 
Jack & Barb Daley 
Terry Dubois (Joel Ahlbrandt) 
Lester & Leta England  
 (Mike England) 
Billie Fretz 
Tommy Gillen (Terry Gillen) 
Jan Gillespie 
Joe Gillespie 
Sandy Gillespie 
Eric Haas (Rick Bishop) 
Lillian Hardwick  
 (Margaret Quintero) 
Zoe Harrington (Cumming’s family) 
Leslie Harvell (Rebecca Sutton) 
Lue Ann Hellyer 
Lesa Higginbotham (Jenny Paulsen) 
John Huff (Lyle & Marcia Scott) 
Edith Johansen 
Tim Knoche (Rebecca Sutton) 
Rene Korsten (Janet Offutt) 

Betty Matney (Evelyn Cowden) 
Russ Mayer (Tammy Dowd) 
Janet Offutt 
Bettie Ore (Carol Knoche) 
Gary Patillo (Margaret Quintero) 
Don Probe (Susan Blain) 
Margaret Quintero 
Shirley Schachle (Rebecca Sutton) 
Iris Simons 
Jim  & Marcia Sparks (Oliver,  
 Benjamin & Katie Sparks) 
Bill Ufford, Jr  
 (Bill & Lucille Ufford) 
Dr. Gail Walter 
Karl Wesemann (Karen Dietrich) 
Peggy Willows 
Paula Wilson 
Leonard Windler  
 (Lyle & Marcia Scott) 
 
Military 
Joshua Ales (Theresa Morrison) 
Christina Behnke 
Tony Newman (Bob Paulsen) 
Nick Spencer (Alicia Spencer) 
 
Cancer 
Lon Boyd 
Cole Broockerd (Kirk Johnston) 
Vicki Campbell (Tammy Dowd) 
Ray Chapman (Lyle & Bert Briley) 
Ken Dietrich (Dave Dietrich) 
Jim Donner (Charlie Brink) 
Joshua Edmonds (John Rhea) 
Amber Evans (Jill Holcomb) 
Jim Galemore (Cindy Walters) 
Julie Gentry (Amy Herron) 
Megan Knoche (Rebecca Sutton) 
Mike McGuire (Kristal Sparks) 
Megan McKellips  
 (Mandy Wiseman) 
Frank Mueller (Jason Mueller) 
Judy Mullenix (Kay Ufford) 
Connie Patillo (Margaret Quintero) 

Russ & Susie Porterfield 
Nancy Robb (Mandy Wiseman) 
Jonica Sauce (Sheila Majors) 
Marcia Scott 
Jim VonGremp (Leon Briley) 
Ursula VonRydingsvard  
 (Terry Robinson) 
Strong Wright (Bruce Jenkins) 
 

(Names in parentheses indicate the 
church family requesting prayer) 
 
(Names will run for four weeks, so 
please notify the office if you would 
like to have a name left on this  
prayer list.)   

Kirk Johnston, Senior Pastor:  lighthousekirk@gmail.com 
Brad Buescher, Executive Pastor: brad@paolalighthouse.com 
Eli Wedde, Youth Director:  eliasray31@gmail.com 
Josh Simons,     josh@paolalighthouse.com 
     Children’s Ministry Director:  
Rebecca Sutton, Member &   rebecca@paolalighthouse.com 
     Community Care:  
Tracey Hecker, Office Admin: tracey@paolalighthouse.com 
Erin Capettini, PT Office Admin: erin@paolalighthouse.com 
Tricia Sinclair,    tricia@paolalighthouse.com 
     Director of Special Projects: 
Kristal Sparks, Nursery Director: kristal@paolalighthouse.com 

HOW TO CONTACT  US:         
 

 
Mailing address:            
1402 E 303rd St.            
P.O. Box 404              
Paola, KS  66071 
 

Office Phone: 
294-2400 
 

Website: 
www.paolalighthouse.com 
 
 

Social Media Links: 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Lighthouse-Church-Paola-219012411623610/ 

mailto:eliasray31@gmail.com

