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At the end of the fourth chapter of Acts we see 
this remarkable description of the early church: 
 
The whole congregation of  believers was united 
as one—one heart, one mind! 
They didn’t even claim ownership 
of their own possessions. No one 
said, “That’s mine; you can’t 
have it.” They shared everything. 
The apostles gave powerful  
witness to the resurrection of the 
Master Jesus, and grace was on 
all of them. And so it turned out 
that not a person among them 
was needy. Those who owned 
fields or houses sold them and 
brought the price of the sale to 
the apostles and made an offer-
ing of it. The apostles then dis-
tributed it according to each per-
son’s need. Joseph, called by the 
apostles Barnabas (which means 
Son of Encouragement), a Levite 
born in Cyprus, sold a field that 
he owned, brought the money, and made an  
offering of it to the apostles. (Acts 4:32-37.  
The Message) 
 
The early followers of Christ bonded together as 
a grace-filled community: they were united by 
the Holy Spirit, showing love both to one anoth-
er and to the people who were watching their 
every move; love and practicing an abundantly 
generous lifestyle like their Leader, Jesus. 

Barnabas is specifically brought forward to  
represent these godly characteristics, presented 
as an example of selfless generosity. He was a 
model to the early church of someone who 

placed his trust in God by giving 
freely to His people, and he is  
also a model for us today. He 
trusted the Lord by intentionally 
committing his finances to the 
church in order for the apostles to 
distribute those funds according 
to each person’s need. 
 
In our current season of teaching 
stewardship and giving, please 
consider the example of Barnabas 
by intentionally asking God to 
direct your heart as you pray and 
think about your gifts moving His 
Kingdom forward. Your financial 
dedication to the work our minis-
try is doing continues to change 
life after life. 
 

 
 

Stewardship Sunday:  
November 10  

Dedicate your pledge to God  
during worship  

Stewardship Season and The Early Church 
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The next Beacon  
newsletter will be  

published on Thursday,  
October 24, 2019. 

 
Deadline for all articles 

will be Friday, Oct. 18th. 
 

Thank you in advance for 
your help. 

The Session of Lighthouse Presbyterian Church calls for a 

Congregational Meeting on Sunday, October 13, 2019 at 

the close of the worship service for the purpose of:   

electing Elders and Deacons and electing 6 members from 

the congregation-at-large to serve on the 2020 Church 

Nominating Committee. 

Meredith Drummond, Clerk of Session 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PACA Food Bank is in 
need of the following 
items: 
 

 Pork & Beans 

 Instant Potatoes 

 Can Tuna 

 Can Fruit 

 Large cans of Soup 

Nursing Home Ministry 
 
Are you aware that Lighthouse Church partici-
pates in visits to our 4 nursing homes in Paola? 
 
Every Sunday all four homes in Paola are  
visited by a Paola church which is sponsored by 
PACA, the ministerial alliance in Paola. 
 
We thank our Deacons for leading this Ministry for Lighthouse Church.   
Deacons invite you to be blessed as well!  Please join us this Sunday, October 
13th by sharing with residents of: 
  North Point (908 N. Pearl) at 1:30pm 
  Medicalodge (501 Assembly Lane) at 2:15pm 

Living Nativity 
 

The Living Nativity will not take place this year, 2019.  

According to our fearless leader, Tricia Sinclair, we will 

plan to do the Nativity every other year going forward.   

 

We look forward to doing so in the year 2020.  If you would like to be part of 

the planning committee, please email Tricia at tricia@paolalighthouse.com.  At 

least one meeting will be held this year. 

PASTOR APPRECIATION 
 

Well it’s that time of the year –football games, fall 

leaves and October is Pastor Appreciation Month. 

Lighthouse Church has been blessed with wonderful 

pastors (Kirk Johnston, Brad Buescher, and our  

volunteer Pastor, TJ Rose) and although we hope they 

know they are appreciated every day, what a great  

opportunity to let them know how we feel. Please take some time this 

month to express your appreciation by sending a personal note, baking a 

treat (Brad does not eat gluten) or sending a gift card. These are just  

examples. Use your imagination and let them know how much you  

value them. 
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Highlights from Hog Roast 2019 

Brad’s favorite tradition! 

Yummy! 

Kids of all ages having fun! 
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Here is a Shoebox story about  
Dania and a Radio. 

 
I was born in the Middle East in a country where 97 
percent of the population—including my parents—
didn’t believe Jesus Christ is Savior and Lord. My 
parents moved our family to another country in the 
region to pursue a better future. There they met a  
pastor who shared with them the hope of the Gospel, 
and they gave their lives to Jesus. 
 
But instead of finding a better life, things were very 
difficult. The room we lived in was empty except for 
a few pieces of cloth we had to eat and sleep on. My 
dad worked two jobs, but it was still hard for him to 
provide for our family. Many nights I went to bed 
without food, or if there was some, it was raw onions 
and bread. 
 
My wish as a 5-year-old was to have something of 
my own that was not passed down to me from other 
people. I told my mom, “I just want something new 
to help me feel that I am valued.” Being a wise and 
Godly lady, she said to me, “Dania, I know it’s hard 
for you to understand. Your dad and I can’t give you 
new things, but I know Someone who can.” She 
taught me Psalm 23 and I prayed, “Lord, I want my 
own new things—things that will put a smile on my 
face that are not passed down to me from other  
people.” 
 
At that time, my family wanted to be able to keep up 
with the news from our home country, but we  
couldn’t afford a radio or a television. So, we prayed  
together and waited.  After a little while, we went to 
church and found out they were giving away shoe-
boxes. I didn’t know what that meant as I’d  
never received a gift of any kind before. When I 

eventually received my box, 
nothing mattered more to me. 
It put a joy in my heart that 
I’d never had before.   Before 
I could open it, I had to walk 
about an hour home because 
we couldn’t afford a taxi. 
 
When I finally opened my 
shoebox gift, I was speechless. Everything in there 
was brand new! I found pencils, an activity book, a 
calculator, a stuffed bear, and soap that smelled so 
good. It hit me that this was the answer to my prayer. 
These items were my own from people we didn’t 
even know.  Inside the shoebox was another sur-
prise—a tiny radio! Out of a million shoeboxes, this 
one came to my family the year we prayed for a  
radio. We all knew this could not happen apart from 
God. 
 
When I went to bed that night, I counted all the items 
in my shoebox and thought, God is good. 
 

 
 
 
If you would like to hear more about this shoebox 
recipient, she will be speaking at: 

 
Gardner First Presbyterian Church 

138 East Shawnee 
Gardner, KS  66030 

 
Thursday, October 24th at 6:15pm. 

 
Everyone is welcome! 

Operation Christmas Child 
Collection Week 

November 18-25, 2019 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Packing Party 
 

Saturday, November 9th 
10:00am 

Sanctuary of Lighthouse Church 
 

Come and help pack a shoebox for Operation Christmas Child.  We have enough 
items to fill at least 60 shoeboxes.  We will begin at 10:00am and go till the last box 
is completed.  If you have any questions, please call Tracey Hecker at 913.294.2400. 
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Sunday  Generous Church Devotional Group 
   8:45am 
    Led by Troy & Kim Bruza, Shelly Thomas and Maria Heid. 
    Six week group studying a devotional guide on generosity.   
    Book provided. 
 

Sunday  Family Life Group 
   4:00-5:30pm 
    Led by Brad & Michele Buescher and Jonathan & Heather  
    Sterk.  Small group for couples and singles in their 30’s &  
    40’s.  Book provided. 

 
 
 

Sunday  GAP Apologetics for Parents 
   9:00am  
    We will cover 40 of  the most important faith challenges  

    parents and kids need to understand today. 

 

Sunday  Pastor T. J.’s Adult Bible Study 
   9:00am  
    Currently studying the four gospels chronologically. 

 

Tuesday  Bible Study Fellowship for Men & Women 

   6:30-8:00pm 

    Our study this year is Acts and Letters of the Apostles.   
 

Wednesday Pastor Kirk’s Adult Bible Study 
   6:00-7:00pm  (Will not meet on  October 16th) 
   Kingdom Kids available for children 4 years through 5th grade.  
   Childcare provided for infant through 3 years. 
    Study will be on the Book of Acts. 

 
Wednesday GAP Apologetics for Parents 
   6:00-7:00pm  (Will not meet on October 16th) 
    See explanation above. 
 

Thursday  Patio Night 
   7:00-8:00pm 
   Held at Johnston’s Patio (23270 W. 289th St) 
   No childcare provided. 
    Small group for young adults, age 18-28, single or couples.  
 

All groups meet at Lighthouse Church except Patio Night. 

Two New Groups Now Forming 
Childcare is provided for all groups except Thursday Patio Night 

Current Studies 
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Lighthouse Youth 
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For the month of 

October 2019 
 
Miscellaneous Issues 
Sherry Ahlbrandt 
Patty Armstrong (Paula Armstrong) 
Virginia Ayers (Susan Hime) 
Henry Baldridge 
Merilee Baughman 
Rick Beamgard 
Ryan Beamgard 
Wayne Blumhorst 
Nancy Bogner (Marjorie Brink) 
Lynnly Brenneman (Tammy Dowd) 
Jackie Brewer 
Charlie Brink 
Martha Brunkhardt (Julie Zoller) 
Pam Bryant  
Wanda Chambers 
Myrtha Christenson (Ahlbrandts) 
Maggie Cole 
Evelyn Cowden 
Ken Cummings 
Rosemary Cummings 
Noel DeJesus (Susan Hime) 
Ben Erwin 
Jan Gillespie 
Joe Gillespie 
Dick Gilman (Rebecca Sutton) 
Willy Glover (Rebecca Sutton) 
Zoe Harrington (Cummings family) 
Cindy Hebberd 
Scott Hines 
Dawn Karns (Theresa Morrison) 
Megan Knoche 
Tim Knoche 
Judy Kurzweil (Debbie Murdock) 

Jay Mayer (Tammy Dowd) 
Ruby Mayer (Tammy Dowd) 
Suzie McIntire (Rebecca Sutton) 
Bob McQuay (Edith Johansen) 
Theresa Morrison 
Janet Offutt 
Gary Patillo (Margaret Quintero) 
Bailey Stephenson (Ahlbrandt’s) 
Ron Sutton 
Beth Taggart 
Dr Gail Walter 
Hazel Weidman 
 
Overseas Military 
Jake Gayley (Marine Boot Camp) 
Tony Newman (Bob Paulsen) 
Stephanie Ross (Marine Boot Camp) 
Nick Spencer (Alicia Spencer) 
 
Cancer 
Katie Achey (Amy Herron) 
Lon Boyd 
Jim Brisendine (Bob Dameron) 
Karen Bumgarner (Shonda Dyer) 
Amber Evans (Jill Holcomb) 
Jayme Foster (Linda Gibson) 
Justin Gartner (Bev Scott) 
Tyler Grieve (Linda Gibson) 
Bud Gulledge (Judy Kappler) 
Don Hadlock (Rebecca Sutton) 
Pam Hire (Rebecca Sutton) 
Jenni Hunt (Jenny Tennis) 
Betty Matney (Evelyn Cowder) 
Mike McGuire (Kristal Sparks) 
Don Meek (Marilyn Mueller) 
Laura Orozco (Allen Hecker) 
Laura Park (Rebecca Sutton) 
Connie Patillo (Margaret Quintero) 
Bob Paulsen 
Randy Penner (Pat & Leon Briley) 
Russ Porterfield 
Mark Prager  
 (Joe & Merilee Baughman) 
Jackie Barnard Price            
             (Mandy Wiseman) 

Mike Pursel (Mandy Wiseman) 
Jonnie Slatten (Rebecca Sutton) 
Chuck Smith (Shonda Dyer) 
Donna Whiteford (Edith Johansen) 
 
(Names in parentheses indicate the 
church family requesting prayer) 
 
(Names will run for four weeks, so 
please notify the office if you would 
like to have a name left on this  
prayer list.)   

Kirk Johnston, Senior Pastor:  godsquad@classicnet.net 
Brad Buescher, Executive Pastor: brad@paolalighthouse.com 
Eli Wedde, Youth Director:  eliasray31@gmail.com 
Josh Simons,     josh@paolalighthouse.com 
     Children’s Ministry Director:  
Rebecca Sutton, Member &   rebecca@paolalighthouse.com 
     Community Care:  
Tracey Hecker, Office Admin: tracey@paolalighthouse.com 
Erin Capettini, Office Admin:  erin@paolalighthouse.com 
Tricia Sinclair,    tricia@paolalighthouse.com 
     Director of Special Projects: 
Kristal Sparks, Nursery Director: kristal@paolalighthouse.com 

HOW TO CONTACT  US:         
 

Mailing address:            
1402 E 303rd St.            
P.O. Box 404              
Paola, KS  66071 
 

Office Phone: 
294-2400 
 

Website: 
www.paolalighthouse.com 
 
 

Social Media Links: 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Lighthouse-Church-Paola-219012411623610/ 

 

 

   

 
 

 

Our prayers and sympathies go out to 

the family and friends of: 

 Jack Knight (Russ & Susie   
Porterfield’s nephew) 

 Gary Queen (Jim Queen’s   
brother) 

 Judy Hyer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Spenser & 
Lindsay Boan on the birth of their 
son, Scott Robert, who was born 
on October 6, 2019.  Proud grand-
parents are Sam & Stacy Boan. 

mailto:eliasray31@gmail.com

