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Two New Zoom Groups Now Forming 
 
Meeting virtually is not optimal, but it is far superior to not meeting at all. Pastor Brad is starting two new 
groups that will meet on Zoom: A Family Group every other Tuesday evening, and a Book Club once a month 
on Wednesday evenings. 

Family Group  
Every other Tuesday evenings 

(beginning Jan. 26th) 
8:00-9:00pm 

 
This group will be geared toward couples in the 
formative stages of life together – either in their mar-
riage or raising young children. Our initial topic will 
be marriage: We will consider and discuss how to 
make sure that your marriage is honoring God. 
 
This group will meet every other Tuesday evening, 
8:00-9:00pm (after you put your kids to bed). Our 
first meeting will take place on Tuesday, January 
26th. 

 
No materials are neces-
sary to join this group; 
we will watch some short 
videos together and then 
talk about how they 
might encourage a 
healthy marriage. Sign 
up instructions are be-
low. Childcare is not 
available (haha). 
 

 
 
 

Book Club 
Wednesday evenings (once per month) 

(begins Jan. 27th) 
7:00-8:00pm 

 
This group is open to all who are interested in read-
ing and discussing various books, some fiction, some 
non-fiction. As with most groups at Lighthouse, our 
purpose will be to grow in our relationship to God, 
and to get to know and care for 
one another. 
 
This group will meet once a 
month on Wednesday evenings, 
7:00-8:00pm (before you put 
yourself to bed). Our first meet-
ing will take place on Wednes-
day, January 27th. 
 
Our first book for discussion: 
Ruthless Trust: The Ragamuffin’s 
Path to God, by Brennan Man-
ning. Less than 200 pages. Avail-
able through Amazon, Chris-
tianBook, and other distributors. 
Price range: $8-15. It is a fairly 
easy read, yet quite provocative 
and encouraging. And our next 
book  - for February  - is called  
7 Men and 7 Women by Eric  
Metaxes.  Price $5.99 through 
christianbook.com. 

How to Sign Up: Email Pastor Brad Buescher: brad@paolalighthouse.com. Let him know which group you 
would like to join, and Pastor Brad will send you the link for that group. All you will need to do is click on the 
link at the start of the group; you do not need to load any separate program. 

mailto:brad@paolalighthouse.com
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The next Beacon  
newsletter will be  

published on Thursday,  
 January 28, 2021. 

 
Deadline for all articles 

will be Friday, Jan. 22nd. 
 

Thank you in advance for 
your help. 

 

 

   

 
 

Our prayers and sympathies 

go out to the family and 

friends of: 

 Darcy Johnston (Kirk 
Johnston’s sister-in-law) 

Elders:    Deacons: 
Jim Adams    Darla Jenkins 
Kim Bruza    Christine Thomas-Hursey 
Maria Heid 
Jared Sinclair 
Elizabeth Sweeney-Reeder 

Say “Hello” to Our New Church Officers  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Say “Thank You” to our Retiring Church Officers 
 Elders:    Deacons: 

Marsha Adams   Debbie Ebeling 
Dave Dietrich    Cindy Reese 
Jimmy Hay   
Marilyn Mueller 
Robert Zoller 

DISCOVER LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH 
Sunday, January 17th  

11:30am 
(Child care provided) 

 

Whether you are a recent guest at Lighthouse Church or have been attending                

for some time, we invite you to discover more about our ministry.  Child care 
will be provided. 
 
This class provides you: 
 the opportunity to meet the pastors and other staff members               
 hear more about our church’s ministries and direction                                            
 a time to ask any questions about Lighthouse Church 
 
 Please RSVP that you will be attending: 
 EMAIL: erin@paolalighthouse.com  
 CALL: Church Office 913.294.2400  
 ONLINE: Register at paolalighthouse.com/discover_lighthouse  

 
 

Thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart for all the 
acts of kindnesses sent my 
way during the past couple 
of months.  My cancer sur-
gery was successful on 
Jan. 4th with no need for 
any additional surgery.  In 
a couple of weeks I will 
have 3 weeks of radiation.  
Praising God for His Pres-
ence and for all your pray-
ers and caring. 

Rebecca Sutton 

https://www.paolalighthouse.com/discover_lighthouse
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COVID-19 
 

With the increased number of cases of 
COVID-19, we want to remind everyone 
to be safe and protect others around you 
as well as yourself. 
 
 Following the City ordinance, we     

ask that you wear a mask when       
entering the building and when    
moving about the sanctuary. 

 
 You may take your mask off when 

seated if you maintain 6 feet apart. 
(All rows are spaced 6 feet apart.) 

 
 Please leave 3 empty chairs between 

families who do not reside together. 

Go to our website for up to date information:   
www.paolalighthouse.com 
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
Sunday, January 31st 

11:30am 

(following worship) 

 

The Congregation of the Lighthouse Presbyterian Church is 

called for its Annual Meeting following worship on Sunday, 

January 31, 2021.  We will review our year together in 2020 

and look forward to 2021. 

       

                  Allen Baldridge, Clerk of Session 

Inclement Weather 

With winter weather upon us, we would like you to be aware of the following: 
  
You may call the church office (294-2400) during 
business hours 8:30-4:00 if you have a weather  
question or a particular need. 
  
If we need to cancel worship or church activities 
then go to: 

 www.paolalighthouse.com 
 Facebook—Lighthouse Church Paola 
 www.kctv5.com 
 Channel 5 KCTV News 

  

Thursday, February 4th 
11:30am-Noon 

 
 

The First Thursday Team is excited to share that we will have a February First 
Thursdays Drive-thru on Thursday, Feb. 4th from 11:30am-Noon. 
 
Deliveries will also be made. 
 
We have so missed being connected the last couple of months and sharing a 
warm meal with you. 
 
Of course, February can be a brutal winter month, so we are hopeful for a sun-
ny, warmer than normal day on Feb. 4th. 

Rock of Ages 
 
On walks, I enjoy search-
ing for heart-shaped rocks. 
One day in 2020, I spotted 
a broken heart, which 
seemed fitting as illness, 
racism and suffering domi-
nated the headlines. I 
thought of Psalm 34:18, 
NIV: “The Lord is close to 
the brokenhearted and 
saves those who are 
crushed in spirit.” 
 
Humans can be hard-
hearted — pointing fingers, 
assuming the worst and 
failing to extend compas-
sion. We often reject peo-
ple who look, think or act 
differently from us. All 
these things break hearts, 
including God’s. Only with 
his help can we rise above 
hatred, learn to listen more 
than we speak, and express 
kindness, empathy and a 
willingness to learn. 
 
Jesus, be our rock as we 
face life’s brokenness. Stay 
near and start the healing. 
Amen. 

-Julie Lee 
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First Quarantians 

I (Pastor Brad) have been posting some devotions, scriptures and thoughts on our Lighthouse Facebook Page 
since the pandemic began in March. You can find them here. Or, beginning with this current issue, you can 
read some of them on this page of the Beacon. Hope God blesses you through them. 

My favorite movie of all time is It’s a Wonderful Life. 
Watch it every Christmas season. This is the first year I 
watched it in color. Didn’t think I would like it near as 
much as in black and white. But the color-enhancement 
actually enhanced the experience. Huh. Who knew? 
 
One of the reasons I love this film is because of Jimmy 
Stewart, who plays the main character, George Bailey. 
As a top-tier actor, Jimmy starred in dozens of movies 
and won more hearts than just mine with his quirky, 
home-spun style and unusual manner of speaking. 
 
When Michele and I moved to Pasade-
na, California at the end of 1988 so that 
I could attend Fuller Seminary, I had 
no idea what living in Los Angeles 
would be like. For instance, we were 
now a minority in downtown Pasadena, 
which was an eye-opener to a couple of 
Kansans. We encountered homeless 
people on a daily basis. And yet, LA 
was also full of wealth, mansions and 
celebrities associated with the Holly-
wood culture. 
 
One of my friends from Fuller ap-
peared on a game show (I think it was 
either Concentration or Tic-Tac-
Dough) and won a trip to Aruba for 
him and his wife. And another friend 
of mine, Rob, worked as a youth direc-
tor at Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church. Rob was get-
ting ready to graduate and asked me if I would like to 
work there part-time upon his recommendation. 
 
I had to consider several pluses and minuses about this 
position, but the most enticing part? Jimmy Stewart 
was there every Sunday. Rob got to talk with him a lot. 
What a perk! Getting to meet my favorite actor from 
my favorite movie! 
 
Couldn’t do it, though, for multiple reasons. And am 
eternally grateful that I didn’t; that God led me to work 
as a youth director at a different church. 
 
Christ Community Church was not filled with movie 

stars, at least that I knew of. Instead, it was filled with 
spiritual warriors called missionaries. One of the cou-
ples we knew sought to go to Albania, which, at that 
time, was the only declared atheist state in the world, 
and was virtually impossible to penetrate, especially as 
a missionary. But with God’s help, they did it. 
But the most lasting impact was a friendship that 
Michele and I built with Greg and Sally Livingstone. 
We joined a small group they were leading and my 
world was turned upside down. 
 

Greg was, and still is, on the front lines 
of missions. His heart beats for those 
currently outside the reach of Jesus, 
and especially for Muslims to know 
Christ. Greg has challenged me (and 
many, many others) to pray for, love, 
and reach out to Muslims in any and 
every way that we can. My life is vast-
ly different because of my friendship 
with Greg Livingstone. 
 
I was so close to at least meeting, but 
maybe even befriending Jimmy Stew-
art. But the Lord directed me away 
from Beverly Hills / Hollywood and 
toward a small church just to the east 
on the 210 freeway. And I’m so glad 
he did. 
 
Trust me, I would have thoroughly 

loved to meet Jimmy Stewart – what a great name to 
drop in certain crowds at certain times. But without 
knowing Greg Livingstone, not only would I have 
much less of an interest in missions, but, most likely, 
many of the people I have led throughout my years of 
ministry would also have missed these life-changing 
opportunities. 
 
As Clarence the angel says in It’s a Wonderful Life: 
Strange, isn’t it? Each man’s life touches so many oth-
ers. 
 
I am eternally grateful that the Lord led me to Greg 
Livingstone so that his life would touch mine and have 
that ripple effect for the Kingdom of God. 

A Fateful Choice:  Jimmy or Greg? 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/Lighthouse-Church-Paola-219012411623610/posts/?ref=page_internalC:/Users/Tracey/Documents/Advertisement
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Our Vision 
To grow in Christ and become like Him. We 
seek to teach and demonstrate the gospel 
each time we gather with children. We 
pray they may be light in their world and 
that their light may grow brighter each day 
with the help of the Holy Spirit. We also 
dedicate ourselves to supporting the fami-
ly unit as primary teachers of the faith and 
the conduit through which God shows His 
love and reveals His character. 
 
 
What We Offer 
Nursery (0-3) – Nursery is available dur-
ing worship each Sunday morning and for 
some special events (dates and additional 
information will be provided as needed). 
Our focus is to provide loving care for our 
youngest children and age appropriate ac-
tivities introducing them to the God who 
loves them.  
 
 
Children’s Church (Preschool-5th grade) – 
Children’s Church is offered during wor-
ship each Sunday. At a designated time 
during the service (usually following a 
children’s message), children are dis-
missed to the back of the sanctuary to 
meet their adult leaders. Children may be 
picked up in the children’s educational 
wing following the close of worship. Each 
week children learn about the Big Bible 
Story through creative storytelling and ex-
tension activities. On months with a 5th 
Sunday, children remain in worship. 
 
 
Family Night & Kingdom Kids (all ages) – 
Two times a year, fall and spring, a mid-
week program is offered on Wednesday 
evenings that includes a meal, worship, 
and Bible-based activities for all ages. 
Dates, times, and other necessary infor-
mation will be provided in the weeks prior 
to each session. 
 
 
Vacation Bible School (Preschool – 5th 
grade) – Each summer a Vacation Bible 
School program is offered. Dates and oth-
er information regarding VBS will be pro-
vided in the Spring. 
 

Join the Team! 
The lifeblood of Lighthouse Children’s Min-
istry are the many adult and youth volun-
teers dedicated to teaching children about 
the love of God shown through Christ Je-
sus and then demonstrating that love as 
they serve.  
 
Opportunities to serve include … 

 Nursery volunteer or employment 

 Leading or helping with Bible story 
large groups in Children’s Church 

 Leading or helping with small groups 
in Children’s Church 

 Coordinating or Assisting at special 
events (Family Night, VBS, etc.) 

 Gathering supplies and/or preparing 
materials.  

 
If you would like to join our amazing team, 
contact Josh Simons, Director of  
Children’s Ministry at 913.406.6137 or email 
him at josh@paolalighthouse.com. 

Thank you Lighthouse families for your 
participation in Dough Holy Night and the 
collection for My Father’s House.  The 
event was a success!  Families enjoyed 
their intergenerational fun and fellowship 
as they “ate cookies and praised Jesus” to-
gether! Your added generosity helped us 
provide Christmas gifts for two families at 
My Father’s House and also presented a 
generous cash donation!  All together we 
raised $1771.00 for this occasion. 
 
 



THE  LIGHTHOUSE  BEACON Page 7 

Lighthouse Youth 
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For the month of 

January 2021 
 

Miscellaneous Issues 
Greta Achey 
Joel Ahlbrandt 
Sherry Ahlbrandt 
Virginia Ayers (Susan Hime) 
Linda Blain (Susan Blain) 
Wayne Blumhorst (Rick Blumhorst) 
Charlie Brink 
Dixie Brummel (Roberta Briley) 
Martha Brunkhardt (Julie Zoller) 
Pam Bryant  
Joe Burke (Terry Robinson) 
Sheila Cleveland  
 (Bill/Lucille Ufford) 
Kristen Cummings 
Rosemary Cummings 
Jack Daley 
Leta England (Mike England) 
Ben Erwin 
Michael Finley (Stephanie Sparks) 
Billy Fretz 
Tommy Gillen (Terry Gillen) 
Jan Gillespie 
Jim Gillespie (Joe/Jan Gillespie) 
Joe Gillespie 
Deacon Guilbeau (Denise Reynolds) 
Zoe Harrington (Cumming’s family) 
Kinda Harshman  
 (Sherry Ahlbrandt) 
Harry Hellyer 
Lue Ann Hellyer 
Pat Hewitt 
Cindy Hines (Scott Hines) 
Scott Hines 

Edith Johansen 
Tim Knoche (Rebecca Sutton) 
Rene Korsten (Janet Offutt) 
Robin Lutz (Roberta Briley) 
 
Ashleigh MacGillivray & Family 
 (Kirk Johnston) 
Cory & Kimey Miller & Family 
 (Bob Paulsen) 
Nancy Moore (Joel Ahlbrandt) 
Janet Offutt 
Gary Patillo (Margaret Quintero) 
Chad Querry (Haley McDougal) 
Darci Robinson (Terry Robinson) 
Shirley Schachle (Rebecca Sutton) 
Lela Sharp (Bruce Jenkins) 
Jim Sparks (Oliver, Benjamin & 
 Katie Sparks) 
Fred Thomas 
Ruth Trout (Cindy Reese) 
Hazel Wood 
 
Military 
Joshua Ales (Theresa Morrison) 
Christina Behnke 
Tony Newman (Bob Paulsen) 
Nick Spencer (Alicia Spencer) 
 
Cancer 
Lon Boyd 
Vicki Campbell (Tammy Dowd) 
Johnny Dark (Bob Paulsen) 
Jim Galemore (Cindy Walters) 
Verna Garrett  
 (Mary Ann Thornton) 
Darlene Harper (Rebecca Sutton) 
Jim Johnson (Tracey Hecker) 
Megan Knoche (Rebecca Sutton) 
Joan McComb  
 (Christine Thomas-Hursey) 
Mike McGuire (Kristal Sparks) 
Janice McWilliams  
 (Shauneen Wolf) 
Jana Morris (Rebecca Sutton) 

Judy Mullenix (Kay Ufford) 
Connie Patillo (Margaret Quintero) 
Russ & Susie Porterfield 
Janet Rhea 
Jonica Sauce (Sheila Majors) 
Marcia Scott 
Chuck Smith (Shonda Dyer) 
Rebecca Sutton 
Rosemary Wolf (Linda Gibson) 
Strong Wright (Bruce Jenkins) 
 

(Names in parentheses indicate the 
church family requesting prayer) 
 
(Names will run for four weeks, so 
please notify the office if you would 
like to have a name left on this  
prayer list.)   

Kirk Johnston, Senior Pastor:  lighthousekirk@gmail.com 
Brad Buescher, Executive Pastor: brad@paolalighthouse.com 
Eli Wedde, Youth Director:  eliasray31@gmail.com 
Josh Simons,     josh@paolalighthouse.com 
     Children’s Ministry Director:  
Rebecca Sutton, Member &   rebecca@paolalighthouse.com 
     Community Care:  
Tracey Hecker, Office Admin: tracey@paolalighthouse.com 
Erin Capettini, PT Office Admin: erin@paolalighthouse.com 
Tricia Sinclair,    tricia@paolalighthouse.com 
     Director of Special Projects: 
Kristal Sparks, Nursery Director: kristal@paolalighthouse.com 

HOW TO CONTACT  US:         
 

 
Mailing address:            
1402 E 303rd St.            
P.O. Box 404              
Paola, KS  66071 
 

Office Phone: 
294-2400 
 

Website: 
www.paolalighthouse.com 
 
 

Social Media Links: 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Lighthouse-Church-Paola-219012411623610/ 

mailto:eliasray31@gmail.com

