
    From Pastor Mike… 

 

As we walk together through the Book of Acts on Sunday mornings, I have been looking for the key behaviors and 
faith of the early church.  I am amazed at the joy, power and strength these early believers in Jesus had – certainly, 
“the joy of the Lord was their strength.”  They were quite familiar with persecution – in fact, the considered it an honor to suffer for the sake of 
the Lord and Savior.  

How could they do such a thing?  How could they be glad and at peace even though threats were looming and fellow believers were suffering?  I 
think I found the key when Paul wrote in Romans 12:12: “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”  These three key attributes of 
God’s grace kept them going.  

First, they were joyful in hope. Human beings can live for forty days without food, four days without water, and four minutes without air. But we 
cannot live for four seconds without hope.  The early church had hope in the future resurrection.  Several had seen Jesus personally and had 
heard Him speak and had seen His many miracles.  The early church longed for their heavenly home and the day when their faith would become 
sight.  

Second, they were patient in affliction.  They echoed the words of Paul from Romans 8:18, “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”  Being patient in affliction meant they knew “this too shall pass.”  Troubles don’t come to 
stay – they come to pass.  What awaits the child of God is beyond our imagination!  

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, they were faithful in prayer.  Not just individual prayer, but they prayed together.  Not just occasionally 
prayer, but prayer without ceasing.  They knew that prayer could do what God could do.  They knew that prayer would guard their hearts and 
minds, come what may.  They knew that, through prayer, when the storms of this life would come, they would have a sure foundation.  

Joyful in hope, patient in affliction and faithful in prayer.  Beloved, let’s return to the basics of the early church and see what God will do.  The 
BEST is yet to come!  

I love you all,  

Pastor Mike 
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What is the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering? 
The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® is an annual offering collected by 
believers around the world to support international missions. The offer-
ing was officially named in 1918 by Woman’s Missionary Union in honor 
of the missionary to China who urged churches to start it and give sacri-
ficially. 

This offering is unique from other mission offerings in that 100% of gifts 
provide for missionaries all over the world. It is a valuable part of South-
ern Baptists' 175-year history of reaching the nations with the gospel 
and vital to reaching the vision of a multitude from every language, peo-
ple, tribe and nation knowing and worshiping our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Revelation 7:9). 

The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® is a registered trademark of Wom-
an’s Missionary Union. 

 

Hundreds of thousands of boys sleep on the streets in Kenya. These 
children are marginalized, beaten, sexually abused and arrested. 
Many Kenyans regard these children as worthless and not to be 
trusted. Kenyans call these boys “trash eaters.” 

International Mission Board missionary Kristen Lowry and the staff 
at the Naivasha Children’s Shelter in Naivasha, Kenya, see the value 
and worth in the life of each boy. They seek out these boys and 
bring restoration to families and rehabilitation to broken lives. 

Kristen’s first interactions with the street boys of Kenya took place 

in 2009 while she was on a photo assignment with IMB. Throughout 

the assignment she followed Eunice Murage, a Kenyan woman, as 

Eunice worked in the streets with the boys. As Kristen witnessed the 

boys’ living conditions and the way they were treated, she prayed 

for God to send someone to help them. Six months later, God called 

Kristen to work with the boys in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Week of Prayer  

Sunday, November 29  

MISSIONS ON AND OFF THE STREET 

Naivasha Children’s Shelter, Kenya  

$3,500 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%207.9


SERVICES LIVE 

ON FACEBOOK 

Every Sunday morning at 11am 

ONLINE LIVE PRAYER MEETINGS  

Every Friday, Saturday and Sunday evening at 7pm 

SUNDAY SCHOOL GROUPS  

Check with your Sunday School teachers for times 

Get updated prayer requests and announcements.   

To sign up, text your name to 479.422.1079 

This Sunday’s Gospel Project Lesson (small groups)  

“Jesus the Savior (Gospels) 

Sunday’s lesson “Jesus Encounters Prepares His Disciples” - CLICK 

HERE to download your Sunday School lesson! 

In the beginning, the all-powerful, personal God created the universe. This God 

created human beings in His image to live joyfully in His presence, in humble 

submission to His gracious authority. But all of us have rebelled against God and, in 

consequence, must suffer the punishment of our rebellion: physical death and the 

wrath of God. 

Thankfully, God initiated a rescue plan, which began with His choosing the nation of 

Israel to display His glory in a fallen world. The Bible describes how God acted 

mightily on Israel’s behalf, rescuing His people from slavery and then giving them 

His holy law. But God’s people—like all of us—failed to rightly reflect the glory of 

God. 

Then, in the fullness of time, in the person of Jesus Christ, God Himself came to 

renew the world and to restore His people. Jesus perfectly obeyed the law given to 

Israel. Though innocent, He suffered the consequences of human rebellion by His 

death on a cross. But three days later, God raised Him from the dead.  

Now the church of Jesus Christ has been commissioned by God to take the news of 

Christ’s work to the world. Empowered by God’s Spirit, the church calls all people 

everywhere to repent of sin and to trust in Christ alone for our forgiveness. By God’s 

grace in Christ, repentance and faith restores our relationship with God and results 

in a life of ongoing transformation. 

The Bible promises that Jesus Christ will return to this earth as the conquering King. 

Only those who live in repentant faith in Christ will escape God’s judgment and live 

joyfully in God’s presence for all eternity. God’s message is the same to all of us: 

repent and believe, before it is too late. Confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 

and believe with your heart that God raised Him from the dead, and you will be 

saved. 

Most classes meeting online using Zoom. Check with your Sunday 

School teacher for dates and times. 

https://curriculum.lifeway.com/#/easy-link/QTPB/3920bfab-a789-45fe-c3cb-21d1e5c055ec
https://curriculum.lifeway.com/#/easy-link/QTPB/3920bfab-a789-45fe-c3cb-21d1e5c055ec


Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart 

to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver. 

2 Corinthians 9:7 

Friendship Birthdays 

December 2 – Tara Hooper 

December 3 – Angie Strattard 

December 5 – Kira Hibbs 

Tithes & Offering 
Sunday, Nov. 22—$8,961.48 

Friendship Attendance, Nov 22 

Small group Bible study - 40 

Celebration worship - 71 

Online giving is easier than 

ever! 

CLICK HERE to try out our new online giving 

service. 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Spaghetti noodles 

• Peanut butter 

• Jelly 

• Soap 

• Toothpaste 

• Dish soap 

• Single serving: 

• Cereal 

• Apple Sauce 

• Fruit cups 

• Juice boxes 

• Fruit snacks 

The Friendship Food Pantry needs: 

God is unchanging in His love. He loves you. He has a 

plan for your life. Don't let the newspaper headlines 

frighten you. God is still sovereign; He's still on the 

throne. –Billy Graham 

 

If Christianity is valid, why is there so much evil in the 

world?" To this the famous preacher replied, "With so 

much soap, why are there so many dirty people in the 

world? Christianity, like soap, must be personally applied 

if it is to make a difference in our lives. –Billy Graham 

https://give.idonate.com/friendshipbaptist/give


Become Equipped to Withstand 

the Enemy 

In Your Ultimate Victory Dr. Neil 

Anderson shows you how to win the battle for your mind and 

stand strong in the faith. 

 "For our struggle is not against flesh and blood" (Ephesians 

6:12)--rather, it is against things unseen, things often kept 

secret out of fear and shame. 

In Your Ultimate Victory, Dr. Neil Anderson shows you how to 

win the battle for your mind and stand strong in the faith. In 

this last of eight Victory Series studies, you will learn how Satan 

attempts to influence your mind and how he tries to lure 

people with false knowledge and power. You will explore the 

tactics he has used from the beginning and how you can 

overcome his temptations, accusations, and deceptions. You 

will discover how to identify false teachers and false prophets 

and how to resist demonic influence, possession, bondage, and 

control. 

WOMEN’S STUDY  
Victory Series Study 8—“Your 
Ultimate Victory”  
Session Four: Overcoming 

Accusation 

Location: Zoom 
Date: Thursday, Dec 10, 2020 
Time: 6:30 PM 

MEN’S STUDY  
 
It’s not too late to join in with 
us!  
Wednesday’s at 6pm 
  
“Freedom In Christ: A 10-Week 
Life-Changing Discipleship 
Course” 
  
Some of the areas we will cover 
in the course include: 
·         how we became brand-new 
people from the inside out when 

we became Christians 
·         why we can go boldly into God's presence any time we 
like without fear 
·         how nothing we do can make God love us any more or 
any less 
·         how to resolve the effects of even the deepest issues 
from the past 
·         how to deal with repeating patterns of sin 
·         understanding what God's purpose for your life is (it 
may not be what you think!) 

 
We meet at the church on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-
8:00pm.  Study guide is $6.00 for the 10 week discipleship 
course.  Everyone is welcome! 
  
John 8:32 “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 



 

Friendship K.I.D.s Korner News 

The teenage girls that meet for Bible Study on Wednesday nights have been learning how to 
guard our minds, let go of strongholds, and be truly free in Christ. We are learning that it is a 
choice what we let in our minds, and what we do with what goes in them. The battle begins 
before it enters our mind.  Here is part of an article, written by Kelly Balarie, that can give us all 
practical ways to guard our hearts and minds.  

3 WAYS TO GUARD YOUR HEART: 

1. Guard it from a distracted mind.  

When we immerse ourselves in a screen, we miss the in between.  

 How can we be focused on what he wants when we are focused on what we want? We can’t. 
We miss out on him.  

 

Instead, let’s be attracted to our King, instead of distracted with a screen. 

2. Guard it from seeking excessive amusement.  

 He wants us to fill our emptiness with him. Amusement comes and amusement goes, but God’s love remains forever. 

When we are constantly filling our mind with “noise”, we miss what God wants to say in the “silence”. 

 “I will not set before my eyes anything that is worthless. I hate the work of those who fall away; it shall not cling to me.” (Psalm 101:3) 

3. Guard it from seeking FAME over his name. 

 Read my posts. Like me. Favorite me. Retweet me. See me. Accept me. Do you notice the theme? It is all about me. 

 When the focus is on self, we often put God on a shelf. 

“LORD, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, O LORD. Renew them in our day, in our time make them known; in wrath 
remember mercy” (Habakkuk 3:2). 

It is all about God’s fame. May we proclaim this fame. God’s – the glory, for his story—not ours. 

Are you looking online to fill the desires of your heart? God has created you so that you need to rely only on him to fill 
your every need. 

“For he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things” (Psalm 107:9 NLT). 

Do you believe this? If so, turn to him. Talk to him. Rely on him. Take joy in him. Distract yourself with him. Amuse 
yourself in him. Seek his fame.  

When we are looking for his glory, he presents a beautiful story.  Hold his hand and take a moment – free of 
distractions – to look in his eyes; his beauty will astound you. 
 Blessings, Mary Ann 


