
Psalm 19:1-2 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands. Day after day 
they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.” The Lord made these verses come alive for me 
this past week in Alaska.  

On April 7, Alaskan websites predicted a marginal opportunity for Northern Light chasers (also known as Aurora Borealis hunters) to see 
this phenomenal activity in the late-night skies in Alaska and Canada.  The official definition of “Northern Lights” goes something like this: 
“The Northern Lights are the result of collisions between gaseous particles in the Earth's atmosphere with charged particles released from 
the sun's atmosphere. The lights are seen above the magnetic poles of the northern and southern hemispheres.”  

So, about midnight or so, we trekked out of Wasilla to a road less traveled and away from city lights.  Initially, there was not much to see, 
and after waiting in the bitter cold for 30-45 minutes, we were about to give up.  Then something amazing began to happen.  A glowing 
arc, kinda like a clear, colorless, rainbow appeared across the sky.  Then, to our amazement, vertical shafts of eerie green light streaks 
appeared above us.  Finally, huge streaks of green waves began to swirl and roll along with red outlines below them.  

It was at this moment I remembered that the heavens will indeed declare God’s glory and the skies proclaim the work of His hands.  I saw 
the very hand of God paint the sky in a way that only He can.  Some may say it is just a scientific phenomenon, but I say our intelligent 
creation has an intelligent Creator who loves to astound us!  God showed up and showed off for about 45 minutes.  Although my daughter 
captured some great photos, there is really no way to capture what happened that night.  

Now, if that weren’t enough, on our flight home last night (April 15), we watched God do it again!  This time from 35,000 feet aboard a 
United 737 passenger jet!  God was pouring forth speech in magnificent colors, swirls and light intensity.  Night after night, He displays 
knowledge.  

I guess all this reminds me to be thankful for the wonders of creation and the amazing things that happen in our night skies.  God is at work 
– lovingly creating and sustaining us.  Reminds me of the song “So Will I.”  Here is a line from this amazing song of creation and 
redemption: “And as You speak, a hundred billion galaxies are born. In the vapor of Your breath the planets form. If the stars were made to 
worship, so will I!”  

Our God is amazing!  

I love you all,  

Pastor Mike 
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I n  p e r s o n  a n d  F a c e b o o k  L i v e  C h u r c h  S e r v i c e   

S m a l l  G r o u p s  
 

Sunday April 18, 2021  

9:30 AM Small Groups — 10:30 Church Service 

From Pastor Mike… 



LADIES STUDY 

A 30 Day Walk With God Through The Psalms  
by Nancy Leigh DeMoss 

There are two group times, Tuesdays or Thursdays at 

6:30 pm on zoom, which ever works best for you.  

SERVICES LIVE ON FACEBOOK 

Every Sunday morning at 11am 

ONLINE LIVE PRAYER MEETINGS  

Every Friday, Saturday and Sunday evening at 7pm 

WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICE 

Every Wednesday evening at 6:30 pm 

SUNDAY SCHOOL GROUPS  

Every Sunday morning at 9:30 am 

Get updated prayer requests and 

announcements.   

To sign up, text your name to 479.422.1079 

SMALL GROUPS 

The Sent Church (Acts; Epistles) 

Sunday’s lesson: “The Church Is Sent 

to the World” 

Classes are currently meeting in person at 9:25 am. If 

you would like to join online using Zoom, check with 

your Sunday School teacher as most classes also have 

zoom availability. 

GOSPEL PROJECT  



Friendship Birthdays 

April 18 – Tina Blythe 

April 20 – Alice McFerron 

April 22 – Becky Crosier 

April 23 – Linda Penny 

April 24 – Angela Gray 

Tithes & Offering 
Sunday, Apr. 11—$3,348.75 

Online giving is easier 

than ever! 

CLICK HERE to try out our 

new online giving service. 

Friendship Attendance, Apr 11 

Small group Bible study - 42 

Celebration worship - 75 

There’s a HUGE difference between being still and being stagnant!  Things 
that are stagnant become foul smelling and stale due to inactivity.  Ponds 
grow algae, the Dead Sea is…well…dead!  Rivers and lakes must have a 
healthy flow to sustain wildlife.  Spending time with the Lord is never dull or 
wasted. 

Being in his presence allows us to know our future is in his care and it’s a 
place of peace. 

Our lives should be full of ministry and extending his grace to others.  Take 
those quiet moments to reflect and to seek Him today. 

Abiding….is thriving! 

-Diane Moss 

“Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him.”   
Psalms 37:7 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

 

Join us at 6:30 at the church as we study God’s 

https://give.idonate.com/friendshipbaptist/give


Friendship K.I.D.s Korner News 

Dirty Hands Lead to Clean Hearts 

Two of my grandchildren, Emerson and Ellie, love to put on their boots and head outside to play.  What child does not love to 

sing, dance, run, laugh, and play outside? This spring we have spent time outside planting and watering flowers, discovering 

new blooms on the plants and trees, stomping in mud puddles, digging in the dirt, watching the birds, feeding the rabbits, 

picking and blowing dandelions. 

These activities are wonderful opportunities to teach God’s truth. Here are some ways you can 

turn these fun springtime activities into meaningful hands on lessons.                 

Get your gardening gear out and allow your child to partner in planting new life.  Show them 

how to prepare the soil, where to plant the seeds, and how to nurture and protect the plant 

daily. In addition to planting actual seeds with you, use the opportunity in sowing spiritual 

seeds. 

Compare sin to the mud or dirt that covers you.  Say, “Dirt is 

like anger, it is like lying, it is like jealousy.  This dirt makes us 

unclean on the outside.  Sin makes us unclean on the 

inside.  It separates us from a holy God.  The blood of Jesus is 

like water, washing our sin away.”  Talk about how God 

desires for us to be cleansed of our sin, just like the water 

cleanses us from the dirt.  We are meant to live holy lives, 

clean and spotless before God.  Only Jesus can wash that sin 

away. Talk about the importance of keeping a clean heart 

before God. Discuss Psalm 51:2 which says, “Wash away all 

my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.”  Also, Psalm 51:10 

says, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 

steadfast spirit within me.”  



Friendship K.I.D.s Korner News 

Whatever you do, talk about God’s wisdom, beauty, and imagination as you plant together or observe things He 

created.  Read Psalm 148, which talks about creation praising the Lord.  Invite everyone to share their favorite part of 

creation (birds, the flowers, butterflies, or even the dirt!).  Remind your children that they are God’s signature 

creation.  Read Psalm 139:13-14.  Take turns praising God for each other specifically, modeling it first. 

Go on a New Life Treasure Hunt of your own, looking for new growth in nature. Then Discuss 2 Corinthians 5:17-18, 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!”  Unpack what our hearts 

and lives look like without Christ – dead and without hope in the world.  Talk about how Christ died so that we might 

live.  When we invite Him to be a part of our lives, He gives us new life in Him.  Tell your story of redemption to your 

children.  Discuss how Christ made your life new.  Challenge yourself and them to live as new creations, living for God and 

others.  Explain the characteristics of a new life in Christ.  For example, “We will use our words to encourage.  We will help 

one another.  We will forgive, as Jesus forgave.”  As a family, choose one characteristic a week and work towards 

demonstrating that goal and finding it in others.  

As you celebrate the treasures you observe in nature, celebrate each treasure that you find in one another!               



Friendship K.I.D.s Korner News 

Gospel Project for Kids Weekly Update 

What kids will be learning about this week: 

Paul’s First Journey 

Many people rejected the good news about Jesus, but God had a plan for Paul to share the 
gospel with Gentiles, no matter what troubles Paul faced. Many believed in Jesus. The church 
grew and the gospel spread so that people all over the world could be saved from their sin by 
trusting in Jesus. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

BIBLE STORY SUMMARY:  

• The Holy Spirit chose Paul and Barnabas to spread the gospel. 

• Paul and Barnabas traveled to many places, sharing the gospel everywhere they went. 

• Paul and Barnabas told Jews and Gentiles about Jesus. 

• Many people believed, and the church grew. 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 

• What is our mission as Christians? 

Our mission is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS: 

• Why is it important to share the gospel with everyone? 

• How should we respond when people reject Jesus? 

• What kinds of difficulties might we face for sharing the gospel? 

FAMILY ACTIVITY: 

• Gather lots of coins. Work with your kids to sort the coins by different qualities, such as color, size, or value. Discuss God’s love for all 

people despite differences 

Blessings, Mary Ann 


