
Colossians 2:15 says, “Jesus took our sins away, nailing them to the cross. And having disarmed the 
powers and authorities, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” I 
love the Gospel Coalition’s definition of forgiveness: “The Christian doctrine of forgiveness is that God has lifted the 
sentence of condemnation upon Christians for their sins through the death of Christ on their behalf and no longer counts 
them as guilty.” Amazing love…amazing grace…amazing mercy.  Only One could wipe out our sins. Only One could disarm 
the powers and authorities.  He is the triumphant King of all kings! 

Ephesians 1:7 says, “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of 
God's grace.” Everyone needs forgiveness. We all carry wounds and scars.  We all have hurt people and have been hurt by 
people. He redeems us. The word “redeem” means “to buy out.” This term was used specifically to refer to the purchase of 
a slave’s freedom.  Before Christ redeemed us, we were slaves to the bondage of sin.  There was no help, no hope and no 
life before Christ bought us out of the slave market of sin. Romans 6:17-18 says, “But thanks be to God that, though you 
used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. You have been set 
free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.” 

Now, because of the cross and the empty tomb, we have a new life, a new purpose, and a new Master. Imagine one day in 
glory, where the streets of gold will be filled with former captives who now find themselves forgiven, redeemed and free! 
Imagine the new song we will sing – a song of victory, a song of redemption, a song of triumph, a song of freedom! 

Happy Resurrection Sunday!  I look forward to celebrating the Risen Savior with you this Sunday! 

I love you all,  

Pastor Mike 
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S m a l l  G r o u p s  
 

Sunday April 4, 2021  

9:30 AM Small Groups — 10:30 Church Service 

From Pastor Mike… 



SERVICES LIVE 

ON FACEBOOK 

Every Sunday morning at 11am 

ONLINE LIVE PRAYER MEETINGS  

Every Friday, Saturday and Sunday evening at 7pm 

SUNDAY SCHOOL GROUPS  

Check with your Sunday School teachers for times 

Get updated prayer requests and announcements.   

To sign up, text your name to 479.422.1079 

This Sunday’s Gospel Project Lesson (small groups)  

The Church United 

Sunday’s lesson “The Church Is Sent to Encourage New Believers” 

(Acts 11) 

In the beginning, the all-powerful, personal God created the universe. This God 

created human beings in His image to live joyfully in His presence, in humble 

submission to His gracious authority. But all of us have rebelled against God and, in 

consequence, must suffer the punishment of our rebellion: physical death and the 

wrath of God. 

Thankfully, God initiated a rescue plan, which began with His choosing the nation of 

Israel to display His glory in a fallen world. The Bible describes how God acted 

mightily on Israel’s behalf, rescuing His people from slavery and then giving them 

His holy law. But God’s people—like all of us—failed to rightly reflect the glory of 

God. 

Then, in the fullness of time, in the person of Jesus Christ, God Himself came to 

renew the world and to restore His people. Jesus perfectly obeyed the law given to 

Israel. Though innocent, He suffered the consequences of human rebellion by His 

death on a cross. But three days later, God raised Him from the dead.  

Now the church of Jesus Christ has been commissioned by God to take the news of 

Christ’s work to the world. Empowered by God’s Spirit, the church calls all people 

everywhere to repent of sin and to trust in Christ alone for our forgiveness. By God’s 

grace in Christ, repentance and faith restores our relationship with God and results 

in a life of ongoing transformation. 

The Bible promises that Jesus Christ will return to this earth as the conquering King. 

Only those who live in repentant faith in Christ will escape God’s judgment and live 

joyfully in God’s presence for all eternity. God’s message is the same to all of us: 

repent and believe, before it is too late. Confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 

and believe with your heart that God raised Him from the dead, and you will be 

saved. 

Classes are currently meeting in person at 9:25 am. If you would like 

to join online using Zoom, check with your Sunday School teacher as 

most classes also have zoom availability. 



Friendship Birthdays 

April 8 – Judy Sypult 

April 8 – Haley McCain 

April 10 – Jonathan Guenther 

Tithes & Offering 
Sunday, Mar. 28—$6,861.68 

Online giving is easier 

than ever! 

CLICK HERE to try out our 

new online giving service. 

Friendship Attendance, Mar 28 

Small group Bible study - 50 

Celebration worship - 88 
Join us Friday, Saturday,  

and Sunday evenings  

at 7 PM on Zoom 

“So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also 

pray with my understanding; I will sing with my spirit, but I 

will also sing with my understanding. ” 

1 Corinthians 14:15 

Need encouragement and strength? 

Join us for Wednesday 

Night  Study 

6:30 at the Church 

LADIES STUDY 

A 30 Day Walk With God Through The Psalms  
by Nancy Leigh DeMoss 

There are two group times, Tuesdays or Thursdays at 6:30 

pm on zoom, which ever works best for you.  

https://give.idonate.com/friendshipbaptist/give


Friendship K.I.D.s Korner News 

What a real Easter Bunny? 
If you have walked through store aisles lately, you’ve seen many reminders that Easter 
is coming. What isn’t so obvious is that, for Christians, Easter is truly the most significant 
day of the year. 

At the store we find: 

• baskets and eggs as the symbols of Easter, instead of a cross and an empty tomb 

a bunny that brings candy instead of a Savior who brings life 

Is it any wonder that our children are more excited about the coming of the Easter 
Bunny than about the coming of God’s kingdom? We spend many days on egg-coloring 
and baskets but focus on Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection for only one hour on 
Sunday morning. 

Many parents, however, are looking for ways to make the true significance of Easter a 
reality to their children. Well, here’s the good news! 

Bunnies, eggs, baskets and more can become tools that parents use to bring a greater 
understanding of the message of Easter. With just a little creativity, all these symbols 
that often replace the real significance of Easter can be the very things that make the 
holiday full and rich with spiritual meaning. 

Teach them about Jesus by talking about what 
a real Easter Bunny is 

Use a rabbit picture, a stuffed bunny or even a real one (if you are adventurous) to 
teach some of the characteristics of Jesus that we should all try to have. By adding a 
Bible verse to each quality, you will create a true Easter Bunny. 

Real Easter bunnies: 

• are white as snow because Jesus takes all sin away (Isaiah 1:18b). 

• are gentle, kind-hearted and forgiving (Ephesians 4:32). 

• have big ears that are quick to listen (James 1:19). 

• have big eyes to look carefully and choose what is good (1 Thessalonians 5:21). 

• have no voice for complaining or arguing (Philippians 2:13). 

• are quiet in prayer, but hop with thanksgiving and rejoicing (1 Thessalonians 5:16-
18). 

• have big feet to go tell others about Jesus so they can be like Easter bunnies, too 
(Matthew 28: 19-20). 

eat what is healthy by filling up on God’s word every day (Psalm 119:11). 



Friendship K.I.D.s Korner News 

The Church is all Christians everywhere, who 
gather together in their communities to worship 
and serve God. Pray for us as we explore ways to 
help kids learn how they can love, obey, serve, 
and encourage those in their community.  

GOSPEL PROJECT FOR KIDS  

 
Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection are essential to the Christian faith. If we teach 

Jesus as a respected teacher and miracle-worker who claimed to be the Messiah and 

who was crucified on the cross—but who was not resurrected—then we are teaching 

the Jesus of Judaism. If we teach Jesus as a wise teacher and prophet who 

ascended into heaven—but who was not crucified—then we are teaching the Jesus 

of Islam. 

 

Jesus came to earth to save us from our sins. (Matt. 1:21) He died to show God’s 

love to us (Rom. 5:7-8) so that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have 

eternal life. (John 3:16) Jesus died so that we would be forgiven. (Eph. 1:7) Jesus 

died to bring us to God. (1 Pet. 3:18) 

Jesus’ death and resurrection is the center of the gospel. Jesus died to pay for 
our sins. Jesus is alive! God gives hope and true joy to everyone who trusts in 
Jesus. 

Blessings, Mary Ann 


