
HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

      3 FACT: Wrong motivation always RESULTS IN WRONG  

 

      actions 
 

3 Things to Remember about Motives 
 

 1. Don’t TRY TO JUDGE another’s motives 
 No one can really know what anyone else is thinking or what 
 he is really like except that person himself. 1 Cor. 2:11 (LB) 
 

 I, the LORD, search all hearts and examine secret motives. I 
 give all people their due rewards, according to what their 
 actions deserve.      Jer. 17:10 (NLT) 
 

 2. DON’T PRESUME to know your own motives  
 You may think that everything you do is right, but remem-
 ber that the Lord judges your motives. Prov. 21:2 (TEV) 
 

 3. Ask God to TEST YOUR MOTIVES 
 Cross-examine me, O Lord, and see that this is so; test my 
 motives and affections too.    Psa. 26:2 (LB) 
 

 The day will surely come when at God’s command Jesus 
 Christ will judge the secret lives of everyone, their inmost 
 thoughts and motives...    Rom 2:16 (LB) 
 

* QUESTION: What MOTIVATES YOU? 
 

(Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by  
International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All Rights Reserved.) 

 

(Authors of source material for Today’s Message: William Barclay, James Boice, D. A. Carson, Matt. Carter, Roger Fredrikson, Tom Holladay, C. S. Lewis,  
John MacArthur, Bruce Milne, Leon Morris, Charles Swindoll, Warren Wiersbe) 

JOHN 12:1-11 (cf. Matt. 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9) 
 

I. The spiritual motivation of Mary, Martha & Lazarus: 

 

 WORSHIP 
 Six days before the Passover...Jesus arrived in Bethany, the 
 home of Lazarus—the man He had raised from the dead. A 
 dinner was prepared in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, and 
 Lazarus was among those who ate with Him. Then Mary 
 took a twelve-ounce jar of expensive perfume made from 
 essence of nard, and she anointed Jesus’ feet with it, wip-
 ing His feet with her hair. The house was filled with the 
 fragrance.     (vv. 1-3, NLT) 
 

  Martha: SERVING the person of Jesus (cf. Luke 10:38-42) 

 

  Lazarus: ENJOYING the person of Jesus 

 

  Mary: ADORING the person of Jesus  
 I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached 
 throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, 
 in memory of her.      Matt. 26:13 
 

      3 FACT: True worship INVOLVES ALL THREE 
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3 Keys to Mary’s worship 

 

      1. ANTICIPATION 
 

  She had to SAVE the PERFUME 
 

  She had to BRING IT TO the table 
 

      2. ACTION 
 

  She BROKE THE VIAL  
 

  She POURED OUT IT on Him  
 

      3. ATTITUDE 
 

  She held NOTHING BACK  
 

  What she poured on Him CAME BACK ON HER 
 

      3 FACT: Extravagant devotion to Christ is EASILY  
 

      MISUNDERSTOOD 

 
II. The spiritual motivation of Judas: SELFISHNESS 
 But Judas Iscariot, the disciple who would soon betray Him, 
 said, ‘That perfume was worth a year’s wages. It should 
 have been sold and the money given to the poor.’ Not that 
 he cared for the poor—he was a thief, and since he was in 
 charge of the disciples’ money, he often stole some for him-
 self.       (vv. 4-6, NLT) 
 

      3 FACT: People often LIE ABOUT their true motivation 
 

 When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. ‘Why this 
 waste?’ they asked.     Matt. 26:8 
 

      3 FACT: Judas is an example of those who WORK FOR  

 

      God WITHOUT WORSHIPING God 
 

      3 FACT:  A SELFISHLY MOTIVATED believer  
 

      will always end up BETRAYING THE LORD 

 Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—
 went to the chief priests and asked, ‘What are you willing 
 to give me if I hand Him over to you?’ So they counted out 
 for him thirty silver coins.    Matt. 26:14-15 

 
 Jesus replied, ‘Leave her alone. She did this in preparation 
 for My burial. You will always have the poor among you, but 
 you will not always have Me.’   (vv. 7-8, NLT) 
 

  POINT: Don’t miss the “ONE-TIME” opportunities  
      in life! 
 

 You will always have the poor among you... 

 

      3  FACT: There’s always a GOOD REASON to not  
 

      show a GREAT LOVE 

 
III. The spiritual motivation of the crowd: CURIOSITY 
 When all the people heard of Jesus’ arrival, they flocked to 
 see Him and also to see Lazarus, the man Jesus had raised 
 from the dead.     (v. 9, NLT) 
 

      3 The problem with curiosity: 
 

 1) It’s SHORT-TERM 
 

 2) It’s controlled by “THE CROWD” 
 

 3) It’s a purely EXTERNAL motivation  
 

 4) It’s centered on EMOTIONS and experiences  
 

      rather than actions and COMMITMENT 

 
IV. The spiritual motivation of the priests: FEAR 
 Then the leading priests decided to kill Lazarus, too, for it 
 was because of him that many of the people had deserted 
 them and believed in Jesus.   (vv. 10-11, NLT) 
 


