
 suffering produces perseverance;  perseverance, character; 
 and character, hope.    (vv. 3-4) 
 

     3 God’s purpose: to make me MORE LIKE JESUS 
 We are not meant to remain as children...But we are meant
 ...to grow up in every way into Christ.       Eph. 4:14-16a (Ph.) 
 

GOD'S MATURING PROCESS: 
 We know...suffering creates endurance, endurance creates 
 character, and character creates confidence. (vv. 3-4, GWT) 
 

     Step #1. TRIALS 
 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials 
 of many kinds,..     James 1:2a 

 

     3 FACT: Problems are...  
 

        1) INEVITABLE        2) UNPREDICTABLE 
 

        3) UNPLEASANT 4) VARIABLE 

 

     Step #2: ENDURANCE 
 ...suffering creates endurance... 
 

 Let us run with endurance the race...set before us. Heb. 12:1c 
 

  POINT: Problems FORTIFY my PERSEVERANCE 
 

     Step #3: PROVEN CHARACTER 
 ...endurance creates character... 
 

 Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be ma-
 ture and complete, not lacking anything.  Jam.1:4 
 

  POINT: Problems DEVELOP my CHARACTER 
 

     Step #4: CONFIDENCE IN God 
 ...and character creates confidence. 
 

  POINT: Problems PURIFY my FAITH 
 The purpose of these troubles is to test your faith as fire tests 
 how genuine gold is.    1 Pet. 1:7 (GWT) 
 

        3 KEY: We must RESPOND TO trials with the  
 

  RIGHT ATTITUDE 

  POINT: God isn’t MAD AT ME anymore  
(cf. Rom. 8:1) 

 

2. We have ACCESS TO GOD and His GRACE 
 Through whom we have gained access by faith into this 
 grace in which we now stand.    (v. 2a) 
 

   (NEB: “through whom we have been allowed to enter the sphere of...grace”) 
 

     3 FACT: Our access to God is DIRECT & EFFECTIVE 
 We have, then, my friends, complete freedom to go into the 
 Most Holy Place by means of the death of Jesus. He opened 
 for us a new way, a living way, through the curtain—that 
 is, through His own body.    Heb. 10:19-20 (TEV) 
 

     3 KEY: My CONFIDENCE BEFORE God is not  

 

      based on my BEING PERFECT 
 Let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so 
 that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 
 need.       Heb. 4:16 (NLT) 
 

  POINT: I am always WELCOME in God’s presence 
 Now we can come fearlessly right into God’s presence, as-
 sured of His glad welcome when we come with Christ and 
 trust in Him.      Eph. 3:12 (LB) 
 

3. We have ASSURANCE of a great FUTURE  
 We boast of the hope...of sharing God’s glory. (v. 2b, TEV) 
 

     3 FACT: We have hope because we ALREADY KNOW 
 

        the FINAL OUTCOME  (cf. 1 Cor. 2:9; 1 John 3:1-2) 
 

 And the mystery is that Christ lives in you, and He is your 
 hope of sharing in God's glory.   Col. 2:27b (CEV) 
 

     3 "God’s glory" = BEING all God INTENDS for us to be 
 

 When Christ, who is your real life, is revealed to the whole 
 world, you will share in all His glory.      Col. 3:4 (NLT) 
 

4. We have a PURPOSE for our PROBLEMS 
 ...We also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that 



ROMANS 5:1-5 
 

   With the crisis of God’s wrath resolved by the death & resurrec-
tion of Jesus and the God-kind of righteousness received by faith, 
Paul now focuses on the benefits of being made right with God. 
 

THE RESULTS OF JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH 
 

1. We have PEACE WITH GOD 
 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace 
 with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.            (v. 1, NASB) 

 

 He [God] did this by making peace through Christ’s blood 
 sacrificed on the cross.     Col. 1:20b (GWT) 
 

     3 FACT: This peace COMES ONLY through CHRIST 
 

When I have peace with God it means that... 
 

     1) I lose my FEAR OF GOD 
 God’s Spirit doesn’t make us slaves who are afraid of Him. 
 Instead, we become His children...      Rom. 8:15 (CEV) 
 

     2) I lose my FEAR OF DEATH 
 But He also died to rescue all of us who live each day in fear 
 of dying.       Heb. 2:15 (CEV) 
 

     3) I don’t PANIC when Satan tries to get me to DOUBT 
(cf. Rev. 12:10) 

6 Self-Defeating Responses 
 

     1) REBELLION  2) RESIGNATION 
 

     3) MURMURING  4) WORRY 
 

     5) FEAR   6) SELF-PITY 
 

3 Right Responses 
 

 1) TRUST the sovereignty & GOODNESS of God 
 [God:] ‘I will guide you along the best pathway for your 
 life. I will advise you and watch over you.’ Psa. 32:8 (NLT) 
 

 2) ACCEPT the trial as HIS WILL for my life 
 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should 
 commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue 
 to do good.      1 Pet. 4:19 
 

 3) COOPERATE fully with HIS SPIRIT 
 Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s 
 leading in every part of our lives.   Gal. 5:25 (NLT) 
 

5. We have RECEIVED God’s LOVE into our hearts 
 This hope does not disappoint us, for God has poured out His 
 love into our hearts by means of the Holy Spirit... (v. 5, TEV) 
 

     3 FACT: Our hope is as SURE as God’s LOVE FOR  us 
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HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Acts 3:19; Rom. 6:11-13, 23 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4; Rom. 3:33, 10:9, 5:8; Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 




