
      1) PROTECT and PRESERVE God’s word 
 

      2) PRACTICE and PROCLAIM God’s word 
 

      3 FACT: God’s covenant does NOT EXEMPT anyone  

 

    from JUDGMENT for SIN 
 Out of all the families on earth, I picked you. Therefore, be-
 cause of your special calling, I'm holding you responsible 
 for all your sins.      Amos 3:2 (Msg.) 
 

    2. His message NEGATES God’s FAITHFULNESS 
 What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not 
 nullify the faithfulness of God, will it?...Not at all! Let God 
 be true, and every man a liar. As it is written: ‘So that You 
 may be proved right when You...judge.’  (vv. 3-4, NASB/NIV) 
 

2 Kinds of Promises 
 

   1) CONDITIONAL promises 
  (Examples: Deut. 11:22f, 28:1-2; 2 Chron. 7:14; Rom. 10:13) 
 

   2) UNCONDITIONAL promises  
  (Examples: Gen. 12:3; Zech. 12:10; Acts 1:11; 17:31) 
 

      3 FACT: No matter how men respond to His PROMISES,  
 

    God is utterly FAITHFUL to KEEP His WORD 
 

    3. His message MALIGNS God’s JUSTICE  
 ‘But,’ some might say, ‘our sinfulness serves a good purpose, 
 for it helps people see how righteous God is. Isn’t it unfair, 
 then, for Him to punish us?’ (This is merely a human point of 
 view.) Of course not! If God were not entirely fair, how 
 would He be qualified to judge the world?         (vv. 5-6, NLT) 
 

      3 FACT: God doesn’t need OUR SINNING to   
 

    DISPLAY His righteousness 
 

    4. His message WRONGLY promotes God’s GLORY 
 Someone might argue, ‘If my falsehood enhances God's 
 truthfulness and so increases His glory, why am I still 
 condemned as a sinner?’...If you follow that kind of thinking, 

 ...you might as well say that the more we sin the better it is! 
 Those who say such things deserve to be condemned.  
       (vv. 7-8, NIV/NLT) 
 

  POINT: Don’t PRESUME UPON the GRACE of God 
 
 

II.  Paul Submits Proof of Universal Sin (vv. 9-18) 
 ...We have already charged that all...are under sin. (v. 9b, ESV) 

 

     1. Reckless and WILLFUL REBELLION against God 

 There is no one righteous...there is no one who understands,  
 no one who seeks God.  All have turned away...there is no 
 one who does good, not even one.   (vv. 10-12) 
 

     2. WICKED and vile SPEECH 
 Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit. 
 The poison of vipers is on their lips. Their mouths are full of 
 cursing and bitterness.     (vv. 13-14)  
 

 [Jesus:] How could evil men like you speak what is good and 
 right? For whatever is in your heart determines what you say. 
 I tell you this, you must give an account on judgment day for 
 every idle word you speak.         Matt. 12:34, 36 (NLT) 
 

     3. Callous and CONTEMPTIBLE CONDUCT 

 Their feet are swift to shed blood; ruin and misery mark their 
 ways, and the way of peace they do not know. (vv. 15-17)  
 

     4. Deliberate and FLAGRANT DISHONOR to God 
 There is no fear of God before their eyes.        (v. 18) 
 

III. Paul Summarizes God’s Case Against Humanity (vv. 19-20) 
 

      1. ALL have SINNED against WHATEVER   

      LAW they had 
 

(cf. Rom. 1:19-25; 2:1-3, 12-16, 20-24; 3:10-18) 
 

      2. Since all have sinned, ALL are GUILTY BEFORE  
 

      God and stand CONDEMNED 



ROMANS 3:1-20 
 

I. OVERVIEW 
 

  Sin (Guilt)     1:18-3:20  
  Salvation   3:21-5:21 
  Sanctification  6:1-8:39 
  Sovereignty   9:1-11:36 
  Service   12:1-15:13 
 
         As we look into this last section of the first major division of 
Romans, “prosecutor” Paul makes his “closing arguments” in 
God's “case” against humanity. First, he deals with four possible 
objections that the Jews might have to his teaching and then he 
marshals the evidence against the Jews (and the rest of us) by 
using several Old Testament scriptures. Finally, he sums up God’s 
final verdict against all mankind. 
 

I. Paul Answers Four Objections to his Message (vv. 1-8) 
 

    1. His message UNDERMINES God’s COVENANT 
 What advantage, then, is there in being a Jew, or what value 
 is there in circumcision? Much in every way! First of all, they 
 have been entrusted with the very words of God. (vv. 1-2) 

 

2 Obligations of this privilege: 

 ...for its [the Law’s] purpose is to keep people from having 
 excuses, and to show that the entire world is guilty before 
 God.       (v. 19b, NLT) 
 

 This is why people are condemned: The light came into the 
 world. Yet, people loved the dark rather than the light be-
 cause their actions were evil.    John 3:19 (GWT) 
 

      3. NO ONE can escape God’s judgment BY DOING 
 

      GOOD WORKS 
 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in His sight by 
 observing the law....    (v. 20a) 
 

  WHY? The law cannot JUSTIFY US; it can only  
 

  CONVICT US 
 All the Law does is point out our sin.   (v. 20b, TEV) 
 

* GOD’S VERDICT: ETERNAL DEATH for all APART from 
 

       CHRIST 
 The wages of sin is death...Whoever believes in Him is not 
 condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 
 already...    Rom. 6:23a & John 3:18a (ESV) 
 

      3 FACT: SIN’S PENALTY must be BORNE by the  

 

      sinner UNLESS it is placed on THE SAVIOR 
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HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 




