
 If you bear the name "Jew,"...        (v. 17a, NASB) 
 

     2. They FOCUS on KEEPING the RULES 
  ...and rely upon the Law....        (v. 17b, NASB) 
 

       3 FACT: The “Law” never SAVED ANYBODY 
 

 [Jesus:] You diligently study the Scriptures because you 
 think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the 
 Scriptures that testify about Me, yet you refuse to come to 
 Me to have life.            John 5:39-40 
 

     3. They BOAST of a special STATUS with GOD 
 ...and boast of your relation to God....        (v. 17c, NRSV) 
 

     4. They CLAIM to KNOW what God WANTS 
 ...you know what God wants you to do...        (v. 18a, TEV) 
 

     5. They ESPOUSE a high MORAL STANDARD 
 ...you know what is right because you have been taught 
 His law...               (v. 18b, NLT) 
 

     6. They ENJOY a CONDESCENDING attitude toward others  
 ...you are convinced that you are a guide for the blind, a 
 light for those who are in the dark, an instructor of the 
 foolish, a teacher of infants, because you have in the  law 
 the embodiment of knowledge and truth... (vv. 19-20) 
 

     7. They FAIL to PRACTICE what they PREACH 
 If you teach others, why don’t you teach yourself? You 
 tell others not to steal, but do you steal? You say it is 
 wrong to commit adultery, but do you commit adultery? 
 You condemn idolatry, but do you use items stolen from 
 pagan temples? You brag about knowing the law, but you 
 dishonor God by breaking it.      (vv. 21-23, NLT) 

 

(cf. Micah 3:11) 
 
 

 The Lord says: These people come near to Me with their 
 mouth and honor Me with their lips, but their hearts are far 
 from Me.          Isa. 29:13a 

       3 FACT: You only truly believe what you ACT ON; all the  

 

      rest is just RELIGIOUS TALK 
 

 [God:] So My people come pretending to be sincere and sit 
 before you. They listen to your words, but they have no in-
 tention of doing what you say...You are very entertaining 
 to them, like someone who sings...with a beautiful voice or 
 plays fine music...they hear your words but do not put them 
 into practice.    Ezek. 33:31a-32 (NLT/NIV) 
 

  The Negative Impact of “Religion”: Unbelievers are 
 

         TURNED OFF to GOD 
 God's name is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of 
 you.       (v. 24) 

 

2 Mistakes to Avoid 
 

   1) Don’t try to get someone to ACT RELIGIOUS 
 

   2) Don’t expect someone to LIVE like a BELIEVER 
 

  UNTIL he is ONE (cf. Phil. 2:13) 
 

     8. They put their TRUST IN RITUALS  
 IF you obey the Law, your circumcision is of value; but if you 
 disobey the Law, you might as well never have been circum-
 cised.  If the Gentile, who is not circumcised, obeys the com-
 mands of the Law, will not God regard him as though he were 
 circumcised? ...Then those who are physically uncircumcised 
 but keep the law will condemn you that have the written 
 code and circumcision but break the law. For a person is not 
 a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is true circumcision some-
 thing external and physical. Rather, a person is a Jew who is 
 one inwardly, and real circumcision is a matter of the 
 heart—it is spiritual and not literal. (vv. 25-29a, TEV/NRSV) 

 

       3 FACT: Ritual without REALITY is WORTHLESS 
 

  Question: Who is a “true” Jew? Whoever TRUSTS 
         in JESUS CHRIST 
 If you belong to Christ, you are Abraham's seed... Gal. 3:29a 



ROMANS 2:17-29 
 

I. OVERVIEW 
 

  Sin (Guilt)     1:18-3:20  
  Salvation   3:21-5:21 
  Sanctification  6:1-8:39 
  Sovereignty   9:1-11:36 
  Service   12:1-15:13 
 

     In the first major section of Romans, Paul makes a convincing 
case that every person is guilty before God and faces the wrath 
of His coming judgment. Paul identifies 3 categories of people 
who have sinned and need salvation: 
 

  The "REBELLIOUS"   (1:18-32) 
 

  The "RESPECTABLE"   (2:1-16) 
 

  The "RELIGIOUS"  (2:17-29)  
 

     3 Definition of Religion: Man’s ATTEMPT to REACH 
 

   God & earn His FAVOR by their OWN EFFORTS 
 

II. 8 CHARACTERISTICS OF A “RELIGIOUS” PERSON  
 

     1. They DEPEND on A LABEL 

III.  APPLICATION FOR MY LIFE TODAY 
 

5 Questions Every Christian Must Answer Honestly: 
 

    1) When I don the title “Christian,” who RECEIVES the  

 

 GLORY: God OR SELF? 
 

    2) Do I act as though God’s truth doesn’t APPLY TO ME 

 

 or that I’ve somehow risen above my need for GRACE? 
 

    3) In what do I boast — that is, “ASSIGN CREDIT” — 

 

           the GRACE OF GOD or my OWN MERIT? 
 

    4) Am I actively involved in God’s plan to REACH THE 

 

 WORLD with the Gospel or am I just KEEPING 
 

 IT to MYSELF? 
 

    5) Do I PRACTICE the TRUTH I say I believe in such               
 

 a way as to HELP others COME TO Christ? 
 

* Bottom Line: Don’t TRUST in religion; trust ONLY 

 

      IN JESUS 
 

  How? Invite Him to TAKE CONTROL of your life 
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HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 




