
       3 FACT: Right standing with God is ALWAYS a GIFT 
 

 3) The Experience OF DAVID 
 David spoke of this, describing the happiness of an unde-
 serving sinner who is declared “not guilty” by God...those 
 whose sins are forgiven and put out of sight...whose sins are 
 no longer counted against him by the Lord.’ (vv. 6-8, TLB) 
 

       3 FACT: Once we’re justified, our SINS are NEVER 
 

  HELD AGAINST us again (cf. Rom. 8:1) 
 

     2. It is not by RELIGIOUS RITUALS 
 We have been saying that Abraham's faith was credited to 
 him as righteousness...Was it after he was circumcised, or 
 before? It was...before!     (vv. 9-10) 
 

  A ritual’s purpose: as a SIGN of EXISTING faith,  
 

  not a PATH TO FAITH 
 Circumcision was a sign that Abraham already had faith and 
 that God had already accepted him and declared him to be 
 righteous—even before he was circumcised. And Abraham 
 is also the spiritual father of those who have been circum-
 cised but only if they have the same kind of faith Abraham 
 had before he was circumcised. (vv. 11-13, NLT) 
 

     3. It is not by KEEPING THE LAW 
 God's promise...to Abraham...was based not on obedience to 
 God's law, but on a right relationship with God that comes 
 by faith. If God’s promise is only for those who obey the law, 
 then... faith means nothing and the promise is worthless, 
 because the Law brings wrath...             (vv. 13-15a, NLT/NIV) 
 

  The Law's purpose: to show me I NEED SAVING 
 

(cf. Gal. 3:17-19) 
 

     4. Acceptance by God is only THROUGH FAITH 
 ...faith is the key! God's promise is given to us as a free gift. 
 And we are certain to receive it, whether or not we follow 
 Jewish customs, IF we have faith like Abraham's. (v. 16, NLT) 

III. HOW ABRAHAM EXEMPLIFIED REAL FAITH (vv. 17-22) 
 

     1. His faith was CONFIDENCE in a PERSON 
 ...Abraham believed in the God who brings the dead back to 
 life and creates new things out of nothing. (v. 17, NLT) 
 

       3 FACT: “Faith” is only TRUE BIBLICAL faith when it  

 

        has the TRUE GOD as its OBJECT 
 

     2. His faith was COGNIZANT of the PROBLEMS 
 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed [God]...Without 
 weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was 
 as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—
 and that Sarah’s womb was also dead.    (vv. 18a, 19) 
 

       3 FACT: Faith is never BLIND TO REALITY 

 

     3. His faith was CONSISTENT in its PROGRESS 
 Abraham never wavered in believing God's promise. In fact, 
 his faith grew stronger, and in this, he brought glory to God.
        (v. 20, NLT) 
 

       3 FACT: His faith got stronger because he MEDITATED 
        ON the God he TRUSTED IN 
 

     4. His faith was CONFIRMED by his OBEDIENCE 
 God said, ‘Take...your only son, Isaac...and go...[and] sacri-
 fice him...’ [So] Abraham built an altar and...he bound his 
 son Isaac and laid him on the altar...Then he reached out his 
 hand and took the knife to slay his son.         Gen. 22:2, 9-10 
  

       3 FACT: You only truly believe what you ACT ON; all  

 

        the rest is just RELIGIOUS TALK 
 

     5. His faith was CONVINCED of the PROMISES 
 ...He was absolutely convinced that God was able to do 
 anything He promised.    (v. 21, NLT) 
 

       3 FACT: A promise is only AS GOOD AS the one   
 

        who MAKES IT 
 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age...was ena-



ROMANS 4:1-25 
 

     In order to make clear that the Gospel is not something new, 
but is rooted in the Old Testament, Paul uses the example of 
Abraham to show the nature of genuine saving faith and that 
right standing with God is not by works, but by faith alone. 
 

I. TWO IMPORTANT WORDS 
 

        "JUSTIFIED" = to be FULLY ACCEPTED by God 
 

        "CREDITED" = to put DOWN TO one’s ACCOUNT 
 

II. HOW CAN I BE ACCEPTED BY GOD? (vv. 1-16) 
 

     1. It is not by DOING GOOD WORKS (3 indications) 
 

 1) The Problem of BOASTING 
 Was it because of his good deeds that God accepted him? If 
 so, he would have had something to boast about. But from 
 God's point of view Abraham had no basis at all for pride. 
             (vv. 2-3, NLT) 
 

       3 FACT: My good works DON’T IMPRESS God 

 

 2) The Difference between WAGES & GIFTS 
 When people work, their wages are not a gift. Workers earn 
 what they receive. But people are declared righteous because 
 of their faith, not because of their work...      (vv. 4-5, NLT) 

 bled to become a father because he considered Him faithful 
 who had made the promise.                Heb. 11:11 
 

IV. WHY DOES GOD ACCEPT US ONLY ON THE BASIS OF FAITH? 
 

  To exhibit HIS GRACE and GLORIFY Himself 
 ...in this, he brought glory to God.           (v. 20b, NLT) 
 

 He freely chose to do this so that the grace He had given us 
 ...would be praised and given glory.         Eph. 1:5b-6 (GWT)  
 

     3 When I believe God, I honor Him and exalt His... 
 

  FAITHFULNESS by taking Him at His WORD 
 

  OMNIPOTENCE by relying on His POWER 
 

  BENEVOLENCE by obeying His WILL 

 

V. HOW DO I PROVE MY FAITH IN GOD 
 The words “it was credited to him” were written not for 
 him alone,  but also for us...      (v. 23) 
 

     1. Believe that Jesus DIED FOR MY SINS 
 He was handed over to die because of our sins, and He was 
 raised from the dead to make us right with God. (v. 25, NLT) 
 

     2. Believe that God brought Him BACK TO LIFE 
 God will also count us as righteous if we believe in Him, the 
 One who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.  (v. 24, NLT) 
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HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Acts 3:19; Rom. 6:11-13, 23 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4; Rom. 3:33, 10:9, 5:8; Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 




