
 Don’t speak evil against each other,... If you criticize and 
 judge each other, then you are criticizing and judging God’s 
 law. But your job is to obey the law, not to judge whether it 
 applies to you. God alone, who gave the law, is the Judge. 
 He alone has the power to save or to destroy. So what right 
 do you have to judge your neighbor?  James 4:11-12 (NLT) 
 

     3 FACT: When I judge others, I’m PLAYING GOD 
 

(cf. Gal. 6:1-2a)  
 

   3. Because I don’t KNOW THEIR MOTIVES 
 One man considers one day more sacred than another; 
 another man considers every day alike. Each one should be 
 fully convinced in his own mind. He who regards one day as 
 special, does so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the 
 Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does 
 so to the Lord and gives thanks to God.  (vv. 5-6) 
 

     3 FACT: Only GOD KNOWS WHY they do what they do 
  

 As for me, it matters very little how I might be evaluated by 
 you or by any human authority. I don’t even trust my own 
 judgment...My conscience is clear, but that doesn’t prove I’m 
 right. It is the Lord himself who will examine me and decide. 
 So don’t make judgments about anyone ahead of time—
 before the Lord returns. For He will bring our darkest secrets 
 to light and will reveal our private motives. Then God will 
 give to each one whatever praise is due.       1 Cor. 4:3-5 (NLT) 
 

   4. Because we’re RELATED to ONE ANOTHER 
 For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to 
 himself alone.     (v. 7) 
 

 In Christ we who are many form one body, and each member 
 belongs to all the others.     Rom. 12:5 
 

    POINT: RELATIONSHIPS between Christians are  
 

         more important than MAN-MADE RULES 
 

   5. Because only God has the AUTHORITY TO JUDGE 

  POINT: ACCEPTANCE is more important than  
 

         AGREEMENT 
 

   2. By NOT JUDGING them 
 The man who eats everything must not look down on him 
 who does not, and the man who does not eat everything 
 must not condemn the man who does…  (v. 3) 
 

      3 FACT: I judge others out of a desire to feel SUPERIOR 
 

 Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s 
 eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye...You 
 hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and 
 then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 
 brother’s eye’             Matt. 7:3, 5 
 

  POINT: Judging others BLINDS ME to my OWN 
 

        FAULTS 
 

   3. By NOT TRYING TO CHANGE them 
 They are God’s servants, not yours. They are responsible to 
 Him, not to you. Let Him tell them whether they are right or 
 wrong. And God is able to make them do as they should.  
        (v. 4, TLB) 
 

      3 FACT: Only God can REALLY CHANGE them 
 

IV.  Why I Should Accept Those Who Disagree with Me: 
 

   1. Because God HAS ACCEPTED THEM 
 The one who eats is not to regard with contempt the one who 
 does not eat, and the one who does not eat is not to judge 
 the one who eats, for God has accepted him.    (v. 3, NASB) 
 

     3 FACT: If God accepts them, I have NO RIGHT NOT to 

 

   2. Because it’s not MY PLACE TO JUDGE 
 Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his  own 
 master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is 
 able to make him stand.    (v. 4) 
 



 If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the 
 Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. For 
 this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he 
 might be the Lord of both the dead and the living. (vv. 8-9) 
 

   6. Because I’m only ACCOUNTABLE FOR myself 
 You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look 
 down on your brother? For we will all stand before God's judg-
 ment seat...So then, each of us will give an account of himself 
 to God.       (vv. 10, 12) 
 

      3 FACT: I’m accountable TO others, but NOT FOR others 
 

   7. Because I don’t want to be A STUMBLING BLOCK 
 Therefore, let us stop passing judgment on one another. In-
 stead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or 
 obstacle in your brother’s way.   (v. 13) 
 

  Definition: an attitude toward other believers that is either 

 

       JUDGMENTAL or INSENSITIVE to them 
 
 

* CONCLUSION:  
 

  In essential matters, we NEED UNITY 
 

  In non-essential matters, we HAVE LIBERTY 
 

  In all matters, we SHOW CHARITY 
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ROMANS 14:1-13 
 

    Since the church at Rome was made up of believers from many 
different religious, cultural, and racial backgrounds, there were 
widely varying opinions regarding certain issues that weren't clearly 
defined in Scripture.  In this passage, Paul shows how to maintain 
unity in the church by accepting each other in love and learning to 
“agree to disagree agreeably.” 
 

I. The Problem: "DISPUTABLE MATTERS" 
 

      Definition: an issue where the BIBLE IS SILENT or  
 

  does not give a CLEAR PRINCIPLE 
 

      Then: DIET, DAYS and DRINK 
 

      Now: MAN-MADE RULES of any kind 
 

II. The Solution: ACCEPT EACH OTHER 
 Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment 
 on disputable matters.     (v. 1) 
 

III. 3 Ways to Accept People who Disagree with You 
 

   1. By NOT ARGUING WITH them 
 Welcome people who are weak in faith, but don’t get into an 
 argument over differences of opinion. Some people believe 
 that they can eat all kinds of food. Other people with weak 
 faith believe that they can eat only vegetables. (vv. 1-2, GWT) 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Acts 3:19; Rom. 6:11-13, 23 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4; Rom. 3:33, 10:9, 5:8; Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 




