
    P  2. My primary OBEDIENCE IS TO GOD 

 Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before 
 the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. ‘We gave 
 you strict orders not to teach in this name,’ he said. ‘Yet you 
 have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined 
 to make us guilty of this man’s blood.’  Peter and the other 
 apostles replied: ‘We must obey God rather than men!’ 
        Acts 5:27-29 

(cf. Daniel 3:13-18; 6:1:13; Acts 4:13-20) 
 

IV. My Responsibility as a Christian to the government 
 

      1. To OBEY THE LAW whenever I can   
 Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to 

 be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good.  Titus 3:1 
 

4 Reasons 
 

  God has established AUTHORITY  (cf. Rom. 13:1) 
 

  I’m to obey the law for MY OWN GOOD 

 Rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for  those 
 who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one 
 in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend 
 you.         Rom. 13:3 
 

  To maintain a CLEAR CONSCIENCE 

 Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s 
 wrath but also for the sake of conscience.  Rom. 13:5 
 

  To back-up my CHRISTIAN WITNESS 
 It is God’s will that by doing good, you might cure the igno-
 rance of the fools who think you’re a danger to society.  
       1 Pet. 3:15 (Msg.) 
 

 We try to live in such a way that no one will be hindered 
 from finding the Lord by the way we act…  2 Cor. 6:3a (NLT1) 
 

      2. To PRAY FOR public officials 
 Pray for rulers and for all who have authority so that  we can 

      2. To secure PERSONAL & PROPERTY rights 
 You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall 
 not give false testimony against your neighbor. You shall 
 not covet...      Exodus 20:14-17a 
 

      3. To SETTLE DISPUTES between people 
 But how can I bear your problems and your burdens and your 
 disputes all by myself? Choose some wise, understanding 
 and respected men from each of your tribes and I'll set them 
 over you [as judges].          Deut. 1:12-13 
 

      4. To punish LAWBREAKERS 
 The authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good. But if 
 you are doing wrong, of course you should be afraid, for they 
 have the power to punish you. They are God’s servants, sent 
 for the very purpose of punishing those who do what is 
 wrong.      Rom. 13:4 (NLT) 
 

 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority in-
 stituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme 
 authority, or to governors, who are sent by Him to punish 
 those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 
       1 Peter 2:13-14 
 

III. My Relationship as a Christian to the government 
 

2 Realities 
 

      1. I am a citizen OF TWO WORLDS 
 Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior 
 from there, the Lord Jesus Christ…  Phil. 3:20 
 

 They came to Jesus and said, `Is it right for us to pay taxes to 
 Caesar or not?' He saw through their duplicity and said to 
 them, `Show me a denarius.  Whose portrait and inscription 
 are on it?' `Caesar's' they replied.  He said to them, `Then give 
 to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and give to God what 
 belongs to God.’        Luke 20:22-25 

 



 have quiet and peaceful lives full of worship and respect for 
 God. This is good and it pleases God our Savior. 1 Tim. 2:2-3 (NCV) 
 

      3. To PAY TAXES required by the government 
 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s 
 servants, who give their full time to governing. Give every
 one what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if reve-
 nue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then 
 honor. Let no debt remain outstanding...         Rom. 13:6-8a 
 

  POINT: Somebody’s got to FOOT THE BILL 
 

      4. To be a POSITIVE INFLUENCE on society 
 [Jesus] ‘You are the salt of the earth...You are the light of 
 the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden....let your light 
 shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and 
 praise your Father in heaven.     Matt. 5:13a, 14, 16 

 

3 Ways 
 

  Elect representatives who reflect GODLY VALUES 
 

  Take a STAND AGAINST WRONG privately 
  and publicly 
 

  Work for INDIVIDUAL CHANGE in those you  know 
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ROMANS 13:1-8a 
 

    There is no single passage that presents all the Bible says about 
our relationship to the government. So today we’ll look at a num-
ber of verses that give additional insight into the truths Paul set 
forth in this passage. 
 

I. The Nature of Civil Government 
 

      1. It is part of GOD’S PURPOSE for the world 
 Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all au-
 thority comes from God, and those in positions of authority 
 have been placed there by God. So anyone who rebels 
 against authority is rebelling against what God has institute-
 ed...       (vv. 1-2, NLT) 

 

      2. Its leaders are GOD’S SERVANTS 
 The one in authority is God’s servant, for your good. (v. 4a) 
 

      3. Civil government is ONLY TEMPORARY 
(cf. 1 Cor. 15:24) 

 

II. The Purposes of Civil Government  
 

      1. To protect HUMAN LIFE 
 Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood 
 be shed; for God made man in His own image. Gen. 9:6 (ESV) 
 

 You shall not murder.             Exodus 20:13                         

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Acts 3:19; Rom. 6:11-13, 23 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4; Rom. 3:33, 10:9, 5:8; Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 




