
4 Evidences that you’ve truly forgiven: You don’t... 
 

 1) BROOD ON the incident 
 

 2) BRING IT UP to hurt them 
 

 3) GOSSIP ABOUT it 
 

 4) Let it DICTATE your FUTURE relationship 
 

    POINT: Reconciliation is a PROCESS that BEGINS  

 

         with MY DECISION to FORGIVE 
 

  3) Respond by DOING GOOD 
 Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody... 
 Don't let evil get the best of you, but conquer evil by doing 
 good.      (v. 17b, NIV & v. 21, NLT) 
 

 [Jesus:] I tell you: Love your enemies, do good to those who 
 hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mis
 treat you.             Luke 6:27-28 
 

  Love = choose to OVERLOOK their FAULTS 

 Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s 
 faults because of your love.    Eph. 4:2 
 

  Do good = look for WAYS TO MEET their  
 

         NEEDS 
 Feed your enemy if he is hungry. If he is thirsty give him 
 something to drink and you will be ‘heaping coals of fire on 
 his head.’ In other words, he will feel ashamed of himself for 
 what he has done to you.     (v. 20, TLB) 
 

  Bless = Say only GOOD THINGS TO and  
 

         ABOUT them 
 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, 
 but only what is helpful for building others up... Eph. 4:29a 

 

  Pray for = ask God TO BLESS THEM  

 Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that 
 God will bless them.     (v. 14, NLT) 

     3 FACT: Revenge doesn’t HEAL YOUR HURT 
 Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your 
 people, but love your neighbor as yourself.   Lev. 19:18 (ESV) 
 

  2) Always SEEK RECONCILIATION 

 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
 everyone.      (v. 18) 

 

  Forgiveness = Giving UP MY RIGHT to hurt you  
 

      for hurting me & CANCELING your DEBT to me 
 ...Forgive each other just as God forgave you in Christ. 
               Eph. 4:32 (NCV) 

 

A 2-STAGE PROCESS: 
 

     3 Stage 1: Always retain a FORGIVING MINDSET 

 Be most patient and tolerant with one another, always ready 
 to forgive if you have a difference with anyone. Col. 3:13 (Ph.) 
 

  HOW? REFLECT deeply on how GOD HAS 
 

         FORGIVEN me (cf. Matt. 18:21-35) 

 Be careful that none of you fails to respond to the grace of 
 God, for if he does there can spring up in him a bitter spirit 
 which can poison the lives of many...             Heb. 12:15 (Ph.) 
 

       KEY: Bring my hurts TO THE CROSS daily 
 On the cross Christ did away with our hatred for each other. 
           Eph. 2:16a (CEV) 
 

        3 2 FACTS: 
      #1: Forgiven people must be FORGIVING 

 The Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 
              Col. 3:13 (ESV) 
 

      #2: Only the “forgiving” will BE FORGIVEN 
 [Jesus:] Forgive and you will be forgiven. Luke 6:37c 
 

     3 Stage 2: GRANT forgiveness to the REPENTANT 
         offender 

 [Jesus:] If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents,   
 forgive him.      Luke 17:3 



  KEY: Follow JESUS’ EXAMPLE 
 Christ suffered for you. He is your example...you must follow 
 in His steps. He did not retaliate when He was insulted, nor 
 threaten revenge when He suffered.        1 Pet. 2:21, 23 (NLT) 
 

   4) Trust that God will SETTLE THE SCORE 

 ...Never avenge yourselves. Leave that to God...‘I will take 
 vengeance; I will repay those who deserve it,’ says the Lord.  
        (v. 19, TLB) 

5 Reasons: 
 

     Resentment DOESN’T WORK 
 

     Resentment will DESTROY ME 
 

     Revenge DISPLACES God’s JUDGMENT 
 

     Revenge is not CHRIST-LIKE (cf. 1 Pet. 2:23) 

 

     Revenge assumes A RIGHT I don’t have  
 Don’t take it on yourself to repay a wrong. Trust the Lord 
 and He will make it right.   Prov. 20:22 (TEV) 
 

* BOTTOM LINE: I MUST DO ALL I CAN to  
         make this a loving church 
 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through 
 the bond of peace.      Eph. 4:3 
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ROMANS 12:17-21 
 

   In Romans 12, Paul lays out God’s blueprint for a healthy church. In 
verses 1-2, he calls for each one to make a commitment of total dedica-
tion to Christ. In verses 3-8, he directs each one to find a place of ser-
vice & use their spiritual gifts. He concludes the chapter by describing 
the relationships within a healthy, loving fellowship of believers, with a 
final focus on what to do when others do us wrong. 
 

EIGHT ATTITUDES OF A LOVING CHURCH 
 

1. Be genuinely loving 
 

2. Be devoted to one another like family 
 

3. Be on fire with the Spirit 
 

4. Be positive, patient and prayerful 
 

5. Be generous with my resources 
 

6. Be sympathetic to each other’s feelings 
 

7. Be humble at all times  

 

8. Be a PROACTIVE PEACEMAKER 
 

What to do when others do you wrong: 
 

   1) Override your NATURAL IMPULSE 

 Do not repay anyone evil for evil.   (v. 17a) 
 

 [Jesus:] You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye, 
 and a tooth for a tooth.” But now I tell you: do not take re-
 venge on someone who wrongs you.    Matt. 5:38-39 (TEV) 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Acts 3:19; Rom. 6:11-13, 23 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4; Rom. 3:33, 10:9, 5:8; Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 




