
 ance develops strength of character, and character strength-
 ens our confident hope of salvation.           Rom. 5:3-4 (NLT) 
 

     3 FACT: The alternative to PRESSURE is PRAYER 
 

 Pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank 
 Him for all He has done.            Phil. 4:6 (NLT) 
 

  KEY: GIVING THANKS reminds us of God’s     
 

         FAITHFULNESS  

 Be persistent in prayer...giving thanks to God. Col. 4:2 (TEV) 
 

5. Be GENEROUS WITH my resources 
 Share what you have with God’s people who are in need. Be 
 hospitable.      (v. 13, GWT) 
 

 As we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, espe-
 cially to those who belong to the family of believers. Gal. 6:10 
 

     3 FACT: Giving to others PLEASES GOD and makes me  
 

         MORE LIKE GOD 
 Do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with 
 such sacrifices God is pleased.    Heb. 13:16 
 

 Tell those who are rich...to use their money to do good. They 
 should be rich in good works and should give happily to those 
 in need, always being ready to share with others whatever 
 God has given them.     1 Tim. 6:17a, 18 (TLB) 
 

  POINT: Hold God’s gifts in AN OPEN HAND 
 

6. Be SYMPATHETIC of each other’s FEELINGS 
 When others are happy, be happy with them. If they are sad, 
 share their sorrow.           (v. 15, NLT) 
 

     3 FACT: Everyone needs UNDERSTANDING 
 

 Live in harmony with each other.   (v. 16a, NLT) 
 

 I have a serious concern to bring up with you...I’ll put it as ur-
 gently as I can: You must get along with each other. You must 
 learn to be considerate of one another...    1 Cor. 1:10 (Msg.) 

 Let those who love the Lord hate evil.   Psa. 97:10a  
 

       3 QUESTION: Why must LOVE HATE EVIL? 
 

  ANSWER: Evil HURTS PEOPLE (cf. Prov. 6:16-19) 
 

  KEY: Reject SIN without rejecting THE SINNER 
 

2. Be DEVOTED to one another LIKE FAMILY 
 Be devoted to each other like a loving family. Excel in show-
 ing respect for each other.    (v. 10, GWT) 
 

 Be patient with each other, making allowance for each oth-
 er’s faults because of your love.    Eph. 4:2 (NLT) 
 

 Be devoted to one another...Honor one another above your-
 selves.       (v. 10) 
 

     3 FACT: We honor people when we APPRECIATE them  

 ...in humility, value others above yourselves.  Phil. 2:3b 
 

  POINT: OUTDO each other in BUILDING UP 
          one another (cf. 1 Thess. 5:11) 
 

3. Be ON FIRE WITH the SPIRIT 
 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serv-
 ing the Lord.       (v. 11) 
 

 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as work-
 ing for the Lord, not for men.    Col. 3:23 
 

  POINT: Keep ON KEEPING ON 

 Let us not become weary in doing good… Gal. 6:9a 
 

4. Be POSITIVE, PATIENT, & PRAYERFUL 
 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. (v. 12) 
 

     (NEB: Let hope keep you joyful; in trouble stand firm; persist in prayer) 
 

  POINT: We are JOYFUL because our HOPE IS  

 

        SURE (cf. Rom. 8:1-2, 24, 26, 28, 31-32, 38-39) 

 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for 
 we know that they help us develop endurance. And endur-



  POINT: Live IN AGREEMENT with one another 
 None of you should think only of his own affairs, but learn to 
 see things from other people’s point of view. Phil. 2:4 (Ph.) 
 

7. Be HUMBLE at ALL TIMES 
 Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of 
 low position. Do not be conceited.  (v. 16b) 
 

     3 FACT: Pride is the #1 DESTROYER of church UNITY 

 Pride only leads to arguments.    Prov. 13:10 (NCV) 
 

 God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. Jam. 4:6 
 

     3 FACT: Humility starts by accepting that ALL YOU ARE 
 

     and all you have COME FROM GOD alone 
 What I am now I am by the grace of God...I have worked 
 harder than any of the others—and yet it was not I but this 
 same grace of God within me.  1 Cor. 15:10 (Ph.) 

 

     3 FACT: Humility is not thinking LESS OF YOURSELF 
 

          it is thinking OF YOURSELF LESS 
 Do nothing out of selfish ambition...but in humility think 
 more of others than you do of yourselves.  Phil. 2:3 (NIV/Ph.) 
 

  KEY: Strive to treat EVERYONE EQUALLY 
 As believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, never think some 
 people are more important than others.   James 2:1 (NCV)  
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ROMANS 12:9-13, 15-16 
 

   In Romans 12, Paul lays out God’s blueprint for a healthy church. In 
verses 1-2, he calls for each individual to make a commitment of to-
tal dedication to Christ. In verses 3-8, he calls for each one to find a 
place of service & use their spiritual gifts. And then he concludes 
the chapter by describing the relationships within a healthy, loving 
fellowship of believers. 

 

EIGHT ATTITUDES OF A LOVING CHURCH 
 

1. Be GENUINELY LOVING  
 Love must be sincere…    (v. 9a) 
 

 Let love be without hypocrisy...    (v. 9a, NASB) 
 

  “hypocrisy” = hypokritos = to WEAR A MASK 
 

 Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. (v. 9a, NLT) 
 

 Your love must be real.     (v. 91, NCV) 

 

     3 FACT: FAKED affection is NO AFFECTION at all 

 

 Now you can have sincere love for each other as brothers 
 and sisters because you were cleansed from your sins when 
 you accepted the truth of the Good News. So see to it that 
 you really do love each other intensely with all your hearts. 
            1 Pet. 1:22 (NLT) 
 
 

 Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. (v. 9b) 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Acts 3:19; Rom. 6:11-13, 23 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4; Rom. 3:33, 10:9, 5:8; Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 




