
 

2 Illustrations 
 

1) The Jews who SINNED        2) PHARAOH 
 

  FACT: NOBODY DESERVES to be saved 

 Everything depends on what God decides to do, and He can 
 either have pity on people or make them stubborn. (v. 18, CEV)  
 

  POINT: Salvation is not a matter of MAN’S MERIT 
 

  but of GOD’S MERCY 
 It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but 
 on God’s mercy.     (v. 16)  
 

       3rd Question: Why does God STILL BLAME US? 
 Well then, you might say, “Why does God blame people for 
 not responding?     (v. 19, NLT) 
 

 3 Answer: REMEMBER your PLACE 
 

    1) WHO are you to CHALLENGE God’s WAYS?  
 Who do you think you are to talk back to God like that? Can 
 an object that was made say to its maker, ‘Why did you make 
 me like this?’ A potter has the right to do whatever he wants 
 with his clay.           (vv. 20-21, GWT) 
 

    2) God acts according to HIS OWN PURPOSES 
 If God wants to demonstrate His anger and reveal His pow-
 er, He can do it. But can’t He be extremely patient with peo-
 ple who are objects of His anger because they are headed for 
 destruction? Can’t God also reveal the riches of His glory to 
 people who are objects of His mercy and who He had already 
 prepared for glory? This is what God did for us whom  He 
 called—whether we are Jews or Gentiles.      (vv. 22-24, GWT) 
 

    3. Israel’s unbelief is consistent with God’s PROPHETIC 
 

 REVELATION (vv. 25-29) 

 As God says in Hosea: “Those who are not my people I 
 will call my people. Those who are not loved I will call my 
 loved ones.      (v. 25, GWT) 

       1st Question: Has God’s PROMISE FAILED?  
 Well then, has God failed to fulfill His promise to the Jews? 
       (v. 6a, NLT) 
 

 3 Answer: They MISUNDERSTOOD His promise 
 

2 Ways: They thought it was based... 
 

     1) On NATURAL DESCENT (vv. 6-10) 

 Not all who are born into the nation of Israel are truly mem-
 bers of God’s people.    (v. 6b, NLT) 

 

     2) On HUMAN MERIT (vv. 11-13) 

 But in order that the choice of one son might be completely 
 the result of God’s own purpose, God said to her, ‘The older 
 will serve the younger.’ He said this before they were born, 
 before they had done anything either good or bad; so God’s 
 choice was based on His call, and not on anything they had 
 done.       (vv. 11-12, TEV) 
 

  FACT: The Promise was CONDITIONED ON 
 

         FAITH 
 Consider Abraham: ‘He believed God, and it was credited to 
 him as righteousness.’ Understand, then, that those who be-
 lieve are children of Abraham.    Gal. 3:6-7  
 

  POINT: Salvation is not a matter of PRIVILEGE but  
 

  of GOD’S PROVIDENCE 
 

    2. Israel’s unbelief is consistent with God’s CHARACTER 
 (vv. 14-24) 
 

       2nd Question: Is God UNJUST? 
 Shall we say, then, that God is unjust? Not at all.  (v. 14, TEV) 
 

 3 Answer: A SOVEREIGN God cannot be UNJUST 
 

       in the GIVING OF GRACE 
 For He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whom I have 
 mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compass-
 sion.’        (v. 15, NLT) 



ROMANS 9:1-33 
 

  1. Sin (guilt)           1:18-3:20  

  2. Salvation (grace)          3:21-5:21 
  3. Sanctification (growth)         6:1-8:39 
  4. Sovereignty (God’s will)       9:1-11:36 
  5. Service           12:1-15:13 
 

 

      Paul has just finished arguing that the believer is totally secure 
in Christ and that nothing can thwart God’s election. Now, he takes 
up the apparent contradiction of Jewish unfaithfulness for two 
reasons, one personal (vv. 1-3), the other doctrinal (vv. 4-33). 
 

I. The Problem Presented: The UNBELIEF of ISRAEL 
 

 The PRIVILEGE & PARADOX of the Jews 
 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the 
 glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, 
 and the promises. To them belong the patriarchs, and from 
 their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God 
 over all.      (vv. 4-5, ESV) 
 

II. The Problem Expounded: (4 Reasons) 
 

    1. Israel’s unbelief is consistent with God’s PROMISES 
 (vv. 6-13) 
 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Acts 3:19; Rom. 6:11-13, 23 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4; Rom. 3:33, 10:9, 5:8; Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

  FACT: All this was PLANNED and PROMISED 
 Isaiah cries out about Israel: “The people of Israel are many,  

 like the grains of sand by the sea. But only a few of them 
 will be saved.     (v. 27, NCV) 
 

  POINT: Salvation is not a matter of RACE, but of  
 

  GOD’S GRACE 
 

    4. Israel’s unbelief is consistent with God’s PLAN of  
 

 SALVATION BY FAITH (vv. 30-33) 
 

        4th QUESTION: How can someone BE SAVED?  
 So what does all this mean?         (v. 30a, NCV) 
 

 3 Answer: Salvation is by FAITH IN CHRIST 
 

      ALONE 
 The people of Israel...didn’t rely on faith to gain God’s ap-
 proval, but they relied on their own efforts. They stumbled 
 over the rock that trips people.         (v. 32, GWT) 
 

  POINT: Salvation is not a matter of ACHIEVING, but  
 

  of BELIEVING 
 Their minds were fixed on what they achieved instead  of on 
 what they believed.           (v. 32, Ph.) 
 

(cf. Heb. 4:2; 1 Pet. 2:8) 
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