
 I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you will 
 bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. Phil. 1:6 (ESV) 
 

   3. EFFECTUAL Calling: God’s activity of DRAWING US 
 

      to CHRIST 

 We ought always to thank God for you, brothers...because 
 from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the 
 sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.  
 He called you to this through our gospel that you might 
 share in the glory of our Lord.   2 Thess. 2:13-14 
 

   4. Justification: God’s declaring us RIGHT WITH Himself 
 God...declares that we are righteous...[He] sent Christ Jesus 
 to take the punishment for our sins...He used Christ’s blood 
 and our faith as the means of saving us from His wrath.  
       (vv. 24-25, NIV/NLT) 
 

   5. Glorification: God’s work of BRINGING US HOME 

 Jesus Christ has power over everything...He will make these 
 poor bodies of ours like His own glorious body. Phil. 3:21 (CEV) 
 

IV. Our Response: RESOLUTE CONFIDENCE 
 What, then, shall we say in response to this?  (v. 31a) 
 

   1. Fully TRUST IN GOD 
 Commit everything you do to the LORD. Trust Him, and He 
 will help you.     Psa. 37:5 (NLT) 
 

 You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in You, all whose 
 thoughts are fixed on You! Trust in the LORD always, for the 
 LORD GOD is the eternal Rock.   Isa. 26:3-4 (NLT) 
 

        3 FACT: God alone has the POWER to both BRING me  

 

  THROUGH my trials & bring GOOD FROM them 
 [God:] When you go through deep waters, I will be with you. 
 When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. 
 When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not 
 be burned up...For I am the Lord, your God... Isa. 43:2-3a (NLT) 

 

   2. Be SUBMISSIVE TO God’s WILL 

 We are not meant to remain as children...but we are meant  
 ...to grow up in every way into Christ.     Eph. 4:14-15 (Ph.) 

 

     3 There are TWO TOOLS the Holy Spirit uses to do this: 
 

 1) He uses HIS WORD   (cf. John 17:17) 
 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, re-
 buking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the 
 man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
 work.            2 Tim. 3:16-17 
 

 Now I commit you to God and to the word of His grace, 
 which can build you up...         Acts 20:32 
 

   (Msg.: God whose gracious Word can make you into what He wants you to be)  
 

 2) He uses CIRCUMSTANCES 
 Consider it pure joy...whenever you face trials of many kinds, 
 because you know that the testing of your faith develops 
 perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you 
 may be mature and complete, lacking in nothing. Jam. 1:2-4 
 

 The purpose of these troubles is to test your faith as fire 
 tests how genuine gold is.          1 Pet. 1:7 (GWT) 
 

III. God’s Process: to REALIZE our REDEMPTION 
 Those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed... 
 And those He predestined, He also called; those He called, He 
 also justified; those He justified, He also glorified. (vv. 29-30) 
 

   1. Foreknowledge: God’s ETERNAL CHOICE to set 
 

      HIS LOVE  upon us 

 In Christ we were chosen to be God’s people, because from 
 the very beginning God had decided this in keeping with His 
 plan. And He is the One who makes everything agree with 
 what He decides.                  Eph. 1:11 (NCV) 
 

   2. Predestination: God’s DETERMINING our  
 

      specific DESTINY BEFOREHAND 

 Because of His love, God had already decided to make us His 
 own children through Jesus Christ.        Eph. 1:5 (NCV) 



 You are my God. Show me what You want me to do, and let 
 Your gentle Spirit lead me in the right path. Psa. 143:10 (CEV)  
 

        l Warning: A DEFIANT heart will RESENT the trial  
 

   3. Express my sincere GRATITUDE and PRAISE 
 Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you 
 in Christ Jesus.            1 Thess. 5:18 
 

 Rejoice in the Lord always. I  will say it again: Rejoice! Phil. 4:4  
 

       3 FACT: God is WORTHY of my WORSHIP even when  

 

      I’M SUFFERING (cf. Job 1:21) 
 

   4. Strive to have a CONTENTED HEART 
 I know what it is to be in need, and...to have plenty. I have 
 learned to be content whatever the circumstances may be. 
         Phil. 4:12 (NIV/Ph.) 
 

       3 FACT: PEACE of MIND is proof of a strong FAITH 
 

(Example: Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego — Daniel 3:16-18) 
 

   6. Seek GODLY WISDOM  
 And if, in the process, any of you does not know how to meet 
 any particular problem he has only to ask God...and...the 
 necessary wisdom will be given him.          Jam. 1:5 (Ph.) 
 

       3 FACT: Let the SPIRIT GUIDE you IN the TRIAL 
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ROMANS 8:28-31a 
 

      Having set our suffering in its proper perspective in the previous 
passage, Paul now further assures us that however hard and difficult 
our trials, God promises that He will be actively at work in whatever 
we go through to accomplish His purpose in us and bring us to glory. 
 

I. God’s Promise: to WORK ALL things TOGETHER 

 

      FOR GOOD 
 And we know that God causes all things to work together 
 for good to those who love God, to those who are called ac-
 cording to His purpose.   (v. 28, NASB) 
 

     3 What it DOESN’T say: 
 

  All things ARE GOOD 
 

  We won’t EXPERIENCE HARMFUL things 
 

  Things always works out the WAY I WANT 
 

  Things will WORK THEMSELVES out 
 

  God works it all for good FOR EVERYONE 
 

     (NIV: We know that in all things God works for the good of those...) 
 

II. God’s Purpose: to MAKE ME LIKE JESUS 
 For those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed 
 to the likeness of His Son...   (vs. 29a) 
 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Acts 3:19; Rom. 6:11-13, 23 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4; Rom. 3:33, 10:9, 5:8; Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 




