
III. How Can I Know I’m Really a Child of God? (vv. 11-17) 
 

     1. I have a NEW POWER IN MY LIFE 
 Once the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead lives 
 within you He will, by that same Spirit, bring to your whole 
 being new strength and vitality.   (v. 11, Ph.) 
 

 Now glory be to God! By His mighty power at work within 
 us, He is able to accomplish infinitely more than we would 
 ever dare to ask or hope.                   Eph. 3:20 (NLT) 
 

     3 FACT: RIGHT NOW, I have ALL THE POWER  that I will ever 
      need 
 

     2. I have a NEW OBLIGATION TO DO what’s right  
 Brothers, we have an obligation--but it is not to the sinful 
 nature, to live according to it. For if you live according to 
 the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
 death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. (vv. 12-13) 
 

 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly 
 nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and 
 greed, which is idolatry...you must rid yourselves of all such 
 things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy lan-
 guage from your lips.      Col. 3:5, 8 
 

  POINT: Holy living is EXPECTED of every believer 
 Jesus was nailed to the cross, so that we would stop sinning 
 and start living right.    1 Peter 2:24 (CEV) 
 

     3. I am being DIRECTED BY THE SPIRIT________________ 

 All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. (v. 14) 

 

   KEY: I must LISTEN and SUBMIT TO the   

 

        GUIDANCE the Spirit gives 

 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 
         Gal 5:25 
 

 The Holy Spirit...will teach you all things and will remind 
 you of everything I have said to you.   John 14:26 

II. The Essential Characteristic of a True Christian (vv.9-10) 

 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by 
 the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does 
 not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.  

 But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet 
 your spirit is alive because of righteousness.  (vv. 9-10) 
 

    3 He has the HOLY SPIRIT LIVING INSIDE him 
 Because you have become His children, God has sent the 
 Spirit of His Son into your hearts, and now you can call 
 God your dear Father.   Gal. 4:6 (NLT) 
 

    3 Who is He?  GOD HIMSELF; the Spirit of CHRIST 
 [Jesus:] I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 
 Counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. The 
 world cannot accept Him...it neither sees...nor knows Him. But 
 you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you. I will 
 not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.    John 14:16-18 
 

    3 What does He do? EVERYTHING I NEED to live  
  the Christian life  
 By His divine power, God has given us everything we need 
 for living a godly life. We have received all of this by com-
 ing to know Him...    2 Pet. 1:3a (NLT) 
 

 It is God who works in you both to will and to act according 
 to His good purpose.    Phil. 2:13 

    3 When does He come in? The MOMENT I TRUST Christ 

 He "INDWELLS" me FOREVER (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19) 

 He "BAPTIZES" me at CONVERSION 
 By one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. Whether 
 we are Jewish or Greek, slave or free, God gave all of us one 
 Spirit to drink.     1 Cor. 12:13 (GWT) 

 He "FILLS" me as OFTEN as I ALLOW Him to  
 Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. 
 Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit.             Eph. 5:18 (NLT) 



    4. I have a FEARLESS INTIMACY with God 
 You should not be like cowering, fearful slaves. You should 
 behave instead like God's very own children, adopted into 
 His family-- calling Him "Father...”    (v. 15, NLT) 
 

      3 FACT: My heavenly Father is A PERFECT FATHER 
 

    5. I have an INNER ASSURANCE that I’m God’s child 
 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
 children of God.     (v. 16) 
 

(cf. 1 John 5:11-13) 
 

      3 FACT: When the Spirit CONFIRMS His witness by the  
 

    WORD, I can confidently handle EVERY DOUBT 
 

    and every TRIAL that I face 

 

    6. I have a GUARANTEED INHERITANCE in Christ 
 If we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-
 heirs with Christ…      (v. 17a) 

 

      3 FACT: What I inherit is nothing less than the PRESENCE 
 

      of GOD HIMSELF for ALL ETERNITY 
 We have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept 
 in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of 
 change and decay.            1 Pet. 1:4 (NLT) 
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ROMANS 8:5-17 
 

      One of the most overused and misunderstood words is the 
term "Christian.”  Many people consider themselves Christians 
without being able to correctly define it.  In this passage, Paul 
explains exactly what it means to be a Christian. 
 

I. The Differences Between Believers and Unbelievers (vv. 5-8) 
 5Those who live according to the sinful nature have their 
 minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in 
 accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the 
 Spirit desires. 6The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind 
 controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 7the sinful mind is 
 hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do 
 so. 8Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Acts 3:19; Rom. 6:11-13, 23 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4; Rom. 3:33, 10:9, 5:8; Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

V. DIFFERENCE UNBELIEVER BELIEVER 

5 Their MINDSET     
(Gal. 5:19-23) 

On what the sinful 
nature wants 

On what THE  

SPIRIT wants 

6 The RESULT of their 
mind set 

Death and separation 
from God 

Real life from God and 
SOUL PEACE 

7 Their ATTITUDE 

toward God 

Hostile and              
REBELLIOUS 

SUBMISSIVE to & at 
peace with God 

8 How GOD VIEWS 
them 

Is not PLEASING TO 
God 

ACCEPTED by God be-
cause of Jesus 




