
 ter of the law, but in the new way of living in the Spirit. (NLT) 
 

       3 Why we’re saved: To BEAR FRUIT & SERVE God 
 
 

III. THE VALUE OF THE LAW (5 Things) 
 

     1. It DEFINES SIN  
 In fact, it was the law that showed me my sin. I would never 
 have known that coveting is wrong if the law had not said, 
 “You must not covet.”    (v. 7, NLT) 
 

       3 FACT: MORAL ABSOLUTES are essential for  

 

      CONVICTION OF sin 

 

     2. It STIMULATES SIN  
 But sin used this command to arouse all kinds of covetous 
 desires within me! If there were no law, sin would not have 
 that power.       (v. 8, NLT) 
 

       3 FACT: PROHIBITION increases DESIRE 
 

     3. It show us our NEED FOR A SAVIOR   
 ...the law’s commands, which were supposed to bring life, 
 brought spiritual death instead. Sin took advantage of 
 those commands and deceived me; it used the commands 
 to kill me.          (vv. 10-11, NLT) 
 

     4. It reflects the CHARACTER AND WILL of God 

 But still, the law itself is holy, and its commands are holy 
 and right and good.     (v. 12, NLT) 
 

       3 FACT: The law tells us what God IS LIKE & what God LIKES 
 

     5. It exposes how BAD SIN REALLY IS  
 So we can see how terrible sin really is. It uses God’s good 
 commands for its own evil purposes.               (v. 13, NLT) 
 
 

IV. WHY THE LAW CAN’T SANCTIFY US 
 

     1. It was designed to CONVICT us, not to CHANGE us 

      3 An Illustration: The MARRIAGE LAW 
 For example, by law a married woman is bound to her hus-
 band as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is 
 released from the law of marriage.  (v. 2) 
 

      3 LESSON:  A Christian is not BOUND TO THE LAW  
 

  but TO CHRIST 
 So...you also died to the law through the body of Christ, 
 that you might belong to another, to Him who was raised 
 from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God. For 
 when we were controlled by the sinful nature, the sinful 
 passions aroused by the law were at work in our bodies, so 
 that we bore fruit for death. But now, by dying to what 
 once bound us, we have been released from the law so that 
 we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old 
 way of the written code.       (vv. 4-6) 
 

II. WHAT BEING JOINED TO JESUS MEANS: 
 

     1. We have a NEW FREEDOM    (v. 3) 

 ...if her husband dies, she is free from that law...  
 

     2. We have a NEW RELATIONSHIP   (v. 4a) 
 You have died to the law through...Christ, so that you may 
 belong to another, to Him who was raised from the dead... 
 

     3. We have a NEW PURPOSE   (v. 4b) 
 ...In order that we might bear fruit to God. 

 

(cf. Gal. 5:22-23; Eph. 2:10; Gal. 5:19-21) 
 

     4. We have a NEW MOTIVATION to serve   (v. 6) 
 Now we can serve God, not in the old way of obeying the let- 

OLD LIFE NEW LIFE 

bound to THE LAW bound to CHRIST 

“in the FLESH” “in the SPIRIT” 

“AROUSED by the law” “RELEASED from the law” 

“we bore fruit for DEATH” “now bear fruit for GOD” 



      2. It’s ability to bring life was NULLIFIED by our 
 

  SINFUL NATURE 
 

      3. It is MISUSED by our sinful nature to AROUSE 
 

  us to MORE SIN 
 

V. HOW DOES A CHRISTIAN RELATE TO THE LAW? 
 Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, 
 locked up until faith should be revealed. So the law was put 
 in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by 
 faith. Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the 
 supervision of the law.           Gal. 3:2-25 
 

      3 Question: Are we still EXPECTED to OBEY God’s commands?  
 

  Answer: YES AND NO 
 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us 
 what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our 
 lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do 
 what is right.     2 Tim. 3:16 (NLT) 
 

     3 FACT: Obedience doesn’t produce SALVATION; but 
 

     SALVATION does produce OBEDIENCE 
 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces 
 good deeds, it is dead and useless.  James 2:17 (NLT) 
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ROMANS 7:1-13 
 

     Having rejected the Law as the way of salvation, Paul now ex-
plains its significance in the life of the believer. To do this, he 
picks up the idea of our freedom from the law (6:14) & shows 
what this release means and how it operates in our lives. 
 

 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not  
 under law but under grace.  Rom. 6:14 (ESV) 
 

        3 KEY: To understand that GRACE means more than 
 

    FORGIVENESS and that THE LAW means 
 

    more than CONDEMNATION 
 

I. TWO IMPORTANT TRUTHS ABOUT THE LAW 
 

      1. The Law CANNOT SAVE YOU 
 No one can be made right with God by following the law… 
 We are made right with God through faith and not by obey-
 ing the law.      Rom. 3:20, 28 (NCV/NLT) 
 

      2. The Law CANNOT SANCTIFY YOU (Chap. 7) 
 

     3 Universal Principle: The law has NO POWER OVER 
 

     A DEAD person. 
 Do you not know...that the law has authority over a man 
 only as long as he lives?    (v. 1) 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Acts 3:19; Rom. 6:11-13, 23 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4; Rom. 3:33, 10:9, 5:8; Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 




