
HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

6. DO YOU BELIEVE Jesus?  (vv. 40-52, NLT, ESV) 
 When the crowds heard Him say this, some of them declared, 
 ‘Surely this man is the Prophet we’ve been expecting.’ Others 
 said, ‘He is the Messiah.’ Still others said, ‘But He can’t be! Will 
 the Messiah come from Galilee? For the Scriptures clearly state 
 that the Messiah will be born of the royal line of David, in Bethle-
 hem, the village where King David was born.’ So the crowd was 
 divided about Him. Some even wanted Him arrested, but no one 
 laid a hand on Him. When the Temple guards returned without 
 having arrested Jesus, the leading priests and Pharisees demand-
 ed, ‘Why didn’t you bring Him in?’ ‘We have never heard anyone 
 speak like this!’ the guards responded. ‘Have you been led astray, 
 too?’ the Pharisees mocked. ‘Is there a single one of us rulers or 
 Pharisees who believes in Him? This foolish crowd follows Him, but 
 they are ignorant of the law. God’s curse is on them!’...Nicodemus, 
 who had gone to Him before, and who was one of them, said to 
 them, ‘Does our law judge a man without first giving him a hear-
 ing and learning what he does?’ They replied, ‘Are you from Gali-
 lee too? Search and see that no prophet arises from Galilee.’ 
 

  FACT: If you’ve ALREADY DECIDED you don’t  
 

      WANT TO believe Jesus, then you’ll FIND AN  
 

      EXCUSE not to 
 

  ANSWER: If you give Jesus’ claims A FAIR HEARING, you 
 

      will discover abundant EVIDENCE TO TRUST Him 
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JOHN 7:1-52 
 

SIX PIVOTAL QUESTIONS ABOUT JESUS 
 

1. WHERE IS JESUS?  (vv. 1-8, 10-11 NLT/GWT) 
 After this, Jesus traveled around Galilee. He wanted to stay out 
 of Judea, where the Jewish leaders were plotting His death. But 
 soon it was time for the Jewish Festival of Shelters, and Jesus’ 
 brothers said to Him, ‘Leave here and go to Judea, where Your 
 followers can see Your miracles! You can’t become famous if You 
 hide like this! If You can do such wonderful things, show Yourself 
 to the world!” For even His brothers didn’t believe in Him. Jesus 
 replied, ‘Now is not the right time for Me to go, but you can go 
 anytime. The world can’t hate you, but it does hate Me because 
 I accuse it of doing evil. Go to the festival...I’m not going to this 
 festival right now. Now is not the right time for me to go.’ 
 

  POINT: It’s impossible to FORCE Jesus’ HAND 
 

  POINT: It’s impossible to treat Him with INDIFFERENCE 
 

 After His brothers left for the festival, Jesus also went, though 
 secretly, staying out of public view. The Jewish leaders tried to 
 find Him at the festival and kept asking if anyone had seen Him. 

 

  ANSWER: Jesus is ON GOD’S TIMETABLE 
 

2. How Does Jesus KNOW SO MUCH?  (vv. 14-18, NLT) 
 Then, midway through the festival, Jesus went up to the Temple 



 and began to teach. The people were surprised when they heard 
 Him. ‘How does He know so much when He hasn’t been trained?’ 
 they asked. So Jesus told them, ‘My message is not My own; it 
 comes from God who sent Me. Anyone who wants to do the will 
 of God will know whether my teaching is from God or is merely 
 My own. Those who speak for themselves want glory only for 
 themselves, but a person who seeks to honor the One who sent 
 Him speaks truth, not lies.     
 

  ANSWER: Jesus’ message COMES FROM GOD but 
 

      only those who SUBMIT TO Him can GRASP IT 
 

3. WHO WANTS TO KILL Jesus?  (vv. 19-24, NLT/Ph.) 

 ‘Moses gave you the law, but none of you obeys it! In fact, you are 
 trying to kill Me.’ The crowd replied, ‘You’re demon possessed! 
 Who’s trying to kill you?’ Jesus replied, ‘I did one miracle on the 
 Sabbath, and you were offended. But you work on the Sabbath, 
 too, when you obey Moses’ law of circumcision...So why should 

 you be angry with Me for healing a man on the Sabbath? ...You 
 must not judge by the appearance of things but by the reality!’ 
 

  ANSWER: The religious leaders want to kill Jesus because He 
 

      EXPOSED their SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS 
 

        3 3 Ways it warps us: 
 

 1) It deceives me about how GOOD I AM 
 

 2) It deceives me about how SELF-RIGHTEOUS I am 
 

 3) It squeezes out any room FOR GRACE in my life 
 

        3 2 Diagnostic questions: 
 

 How do you treat those who are DIFFERENT from you? 
 

 Do you EXCUSE in yourself what you ACCUSE in others? 
 

4. WHO IS JESUS?  (vv. 12-13; 25-31, NLT/Ph.)  
 There was a lot of discussion about Him among the crowds. Some 
 argued, ‘He’s a good man,’ but others said, ‘He’s nothing but a 

 fraud who deceives the people’...Nobody, however, spoke openly 
 about Him for fear of the Jews...Some of the people of Jerusalem, 
 hearing Him talk like this, were saying, ‘Isn't this the Man whom 
 they are trying to kill? It's amazing - He talks quite openly and 

 they haven't a word to say to Him. Surely our rulers haven't de-
 cided that this really is Christ! But then, we know this Man and 
 where He comes from - when Christ comes, no one will know 
 where He comes from.’ Then Jesus...called out in the Temple, ‘So 
 you know Me and know where I have come from? But I have not 
 come of My own accord; I am sent by One who is true and you 
 do not know Him! I do know Him, because I come from Him and 
 He has sent Me here.’ Then they attempted to arrest Him, but 
 actually no one laid a finger on Him because the right moment had 

 not yet come. Many of the crowd believed in Him and kept on 
 saying, ‘When Christ comes, is He going to show greater signs 
 than this Man?’ 
 

  FACT: Not everything you hear about JESUS IS TRUE 
 

  ANSWER: It doesn’t matter what others say about Jesus; it  

 

      matters WHAT HE SAYS about Himself 
 

5. WILL YOU COME TO Jesus? (vv. 32-39, NLT/NIV)  
 When the Pharisees heard that the crowds were whispering such 
 things, they and the leading priests sent Temple guards to arrest 
 Jesus. But Jesus told them, ‘I will be with you only a little longer. 
 Then I will return to the One who sent Me. You will search for Me 
 but not find Me. And you cannot go where I am going.’ The Jewish 
 leaders were puzzled by this statement. ‘Where is He planning to 
 go?’ they asked. ‘Is He thinking of leaving the country and going 
 to the Jews in other lands? Maybe He will even teach the Greeks!  
 What does He mean when He says, “You will search for Me but 
 not find Me,” and “You cannot go where I am going”?’...On the 
 last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus...said in a loud voice, 
 ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to Me and drink. Whoever be-
 lieves in Me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow 
 from within them.’ By this He meant the Spirit, Whom those who 
 believed in Him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit 
 had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 
 

  ANSWER: There is no ANSWER to our LONGING for  
 

      that which will GIVE LIFE MEANING expect JESUS 
 

  FACT: Not just water flowing in; RIVERS of LIFE-GIVING  
 

      water flowing OUT from those WHO BELIEVE 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=John%207:32-39

