
     3 FACT: When Jesus reveals Himself, Mary has 2 realizations:  
 

 1) “I KNOW YOU, Lord”   
 

 2) “You KNOW ME, Lord”  
 

     3 QUESTION: What will YOUR RESPONSE BE to His  
 

 revelation of Himself TO YOU? 
 

     3 FACT: The resurrection becomes a personal event when you  

 

 HEAR Jesus SPEAK YOUR NAME! 
 

II. Mary’s Story Ends: She TESTIFIES ABOUT her  
 

 ENCOUNTER with Jesus 
 Jesus said to her, ‘Stop clinging to Me…for I haven’t yet 
 ascended to the Father. But go find My brothers and tell 
 them that I am ascending to My Father and your Father, to 
 My God and your God.’ Mary Magdalene found the disciples 
 and told them, ‘I have seen the Lord!’ Then she gave them 
 His message.     (vv. 17-18, NASB/NLT) 
 

     3 FACT: The FIRST WITNESSES of the resurrection were  
  WOMEN 

 

 “Stop clinging...” = I will NEVER LEAVE you (cf. Jn. 14:18) 
 

 “Go find…” = You have A WITNESS to bear 
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JOHN 20:1-18 
 

I. Mary’s Story Begins: She discovers the EMPTY TOMB 
 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, 
 Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone 
 had been removed from the entrance. So she came running 
 to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, 
 and said, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 
 we don’t know where they have put Him!’ (vv. 1-2) 
 

     3 FACT: Our first reaction to the resurrection is usually NOT  

 

 HOPE; more often it’s CONFUSION & DOUBT 
 

3 Important Details: 
 

 1) Early: between 3AM – 6AM 
 

 2) On the 1st day of the week: SUNDAY the Lord’s Day,  

 

      not Sabbath = SEVENTH 
 

 3) The stone was removed not so JESUS COULD  
 

      GET OUT, but so the disciples COULD LOOK IN 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 
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HOW TO MAKE THE RESURRECTION MORE THAN  
AN EASTER THING 

 

1. To “experience” the resurrection in your everyday life, 
 

 you need EVIDENCE for your MIND 
 Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb. They 
 were both running, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
 reached the tomb first. He stooped and looked in and saw 
 the linen wrappings lying there, but he didn’t go in. Then 
 Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also noticed the lin-
 en wrappings lying there, while the cloth that had covered 
 Jesus’ head was folded up and lying apart from the other 
 wrappings. Then the disciple who had reached the tomb 
 first also went in, and he saw and believed—for until then 
 they still hadn’t understood the Scriptures that said Jesus 
 must rise from the dead. Then they went home.  
       (vv. 3-9, NLT) 
 

 3 different words are used for “seeing” in this passage:   
 

     V. 5 = to GLACE AT, to observe w/o understanding 
 

     V. 6 = to view ATTENTIVELY, to examine with  
  an eye to investigation 
 

     V. 8 = to perceive with COMPREHENSION 
 

     3 FACT: The Resurrection of Jesus is based on several strong 
 pieces of evidence: 
 

       The HISTORICAL record 
 

       The CHANGE in the DISCIPLES 
 

       The SILENCE of Jesus’ ENEMIES 
 

       The fact of CHANGED LIVES today 
 

2. To “experience” the resurrection in your everyday life,  

 

 you need ANSWERS for your HEART 

 Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she 
 wept, she stooped and looked in. She saw two white-robed 
 angels, one sitting at the head and the other at the foot of 
 the place where the body of Jesus had been lying. ‘Dear 
 woman, why are you crying?’ the angels asked her. ‘Because 
 they have taken away my Lord,’ she replied, ‘and I don’t 
 know where they have put Him.’ She turned to leave and 
 saw someone standing there. It was Jesus, but she didn’t 
 recognize Him...Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you cry-
 ing? Whom are you seeking?’  (vv. 11-15a, NLT/ESV) 
 

     3 FACT: There’s 2 reasons why Mary didn’t recognize Jesus: 
 

 1) Her TEARS—Her emotions were clouding her mind 
 

 2) Her FOCUS—She wasn’t LOOKING FOR Jesus 
 

     3 FACT: Jesus asked 2 questions to help her find the answers 
 her heart needed 
 

 1) Mary’s Question: Why are you CRYING?  
 

      His question to you: WHAT HURT is keeping you  
   from seeing Jesus’ presence in your daily life? 
 

 2) Mary’s Question: Whom are you SEEKING?  
 

      His question to you: WHY are YOU HERE? 
 

3. To “experience” the resurrection in your everyday life,  

 

 you need RELATIONSHIP for your SOUL 
 Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said to Him, ‘Sir, if 
 you have carried Him away, tell me where you have laid 
 Him, and I will take Him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ 
 She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which 
 means, Teacher).     (vv. 15b-16, NASB) 
 

     3 FACT: Mary MISTOOK Him for the GARDENER.   
 

  Question: Who are you MISTAKING HIM FOR? 


