
HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

         1st Response: ABDICATION— DEAL WITH HIM yourselves  
 

 Pilate then...summoned Jesus and asked Him, ‘Are you the king of the 
 Jews?’ ‘Is that your own idea,’ Jesus asked, ‘or did others talk to you 
 about Me?’ ‘Am I a Jew?’ Pilate replied. ‘Your own people and chief 
 priests handed You over to me. What is it You have done?’ Jesus said, 
 ‘My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, My servants would fight to 

 prevent My arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now My kingdom is from 
 another place.’ ‘You are a king, then!’ said Pilate. Jesus answered, ‘You 
 say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the 
 world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens 
 to Me.’ ‘What is truth?’ retorted Pilate.   (vv. 33-38a) 
 

         2nd Response: INTERROGATION —What KIND OF KING are You, 
  Jesus? 
 

 1) A King whose kingdom is NOT OF THIS WORLD 
 

 2) A King who came to TELL THE TRUTH 
 

 3) A King REJECTED BY His own people 
 

 With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there  and said, ‘I 
 find no basis for a charge against Him. But it is your custom for me to 
 release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want 
 me to release “the king of the Jews”?’ They shouted back, ‘No, not 
 Him! Give us Barabbas!’...   (vv. 38b-40a) 
 

         3rd Response: ADJUDICATION—He’s NOT GUILTY  
 

     3 VERDICT: Jesus is THE KING OF KINGS 
 
 

(Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by  
International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All Rights Reserved.) 

 

(Source material for Today’s Message: William Barclay, Tom Holladay, John MacArthur, Charles Swindoll, Warren Wiersbe) 
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Part     : The People vs. Chr ist33


JOHN 18:1-40 
 

I. Jesus ARRESTED IN the GARDEN 
 After saying these things, Jesus crossed the Kidron Valley with His disci-
 ples and entered a grove of olive trees. Judas, the betrayer, knew this 
 place, because Jesus had often gone there with His disciples. The lead-
 ing priests and Pharisees had given Judas a contingent of Roman sol-
 diers and Temple guards to accompany him. Now with blazing torch-
 es, lanterns, and weapons, they arrived at the olive grove. Jesus fully 
 realized all that was going to happen to Him, so He stepped forward to 
 meet them. ‘Who are you looking for?’ He asked. ‘Jesus the Nazarene,’ 
 they replied. ‘I AM He,’ Jesus said. (Judas...was standing with them.) As 
 Jesus said ‘I AM He,’ they all drew back and fell to the ground! Once 
 more He asked them, ‘Who are you looking for?’ And again they re-
 plied, ‘Jesus the Nazarene.’ ‘I told you that I AM He,’ Jesus said. ‘And 
 since I am the One you want, let these others go.’ He did this to fulfill 
 His own statement: ‘I did not lose a single one of those You have given 
 Me.’ Then Simon Peter drew a sword and slashed off the right ear of 
 Malchus, the high priest’s slave. But Jesus said to Peter, ‘Put your 
 sword back into its sheath. Shall I not drink from the cup of suffering 
 the Father has given Me?’   (vv. 1-11, NLT) 
 

     ‰ Jesus’ reaction to His arrest demonstrates… 
 

 1) His COURAGE 
 

 2) His AUTHORITY 
 

     FACT: They can only do what He ALLOWS THEM to 



 3) His MISSION  
 

       FACT: Jesus CHOSE THE CROSS 
 

 4) His PROTECTIVE LOVE 
 

 5) His UTTER OBEDIENCE 
 

     3 VERDICT: Jesus IS LORD 
 

II. Jesus JUDGED by ANNAS 
 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish 
 officials arrested Jesus. They bound Him and brought Him first to An-
 nas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 
 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish leaders that it 
 would be good if one man died for the people. ...Meanwhile, the high 
 priest questioned Jesus about His disciples and His teaching. ‘I have 
 spoken openly to the world,’ Jesus replied. ‘I always taught in syna-
 gogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said 
 nothing in secret. Why question Me? Ask those who heard Me. Surely 
 they know what I said.’ When Jesus said this, one of the officials near-
 by slapped Him in the face. ‘Is this the way you answer the high priest?’ 
 he demanded. ‘If I said something wrong,’ Jesus replied, ‘testify as to 
 what is wrong. But if I spoke the truth, why did you strike me?’ Then 
 Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. (vv. 12-14, 19-24) 

 

(cf. Matt. 26:57-68; Mark 14:53-65; Luke 22:54, 63-65) 
 

     ‰ Who is Annas? The “GODFATHER” of Jerusalem 
 

A Summary of Illegality in Jesus’ Trial 
 

        1. No trials were to occur AT NIGHT, on the eve of the Sabbath 
 or during festivals 
 

        2. All trials were to be held IN PUBLIC, in the Hall of Judgment 
 

        3. Someone was required to speak ON BEHALF of the accused 
 

        4. The accused could not be asked INCRIMINATING questions 
 

        5. Witnesses had to be called BEFORE a prisoner could be  
 questioned. 

 

        6. The HIGH PRIEST was not to participate in the questioning 
 

        7. Each witness was to be QUESTIONED individually, not in the  
 

 PRESENCE of other witnesses. If witness testimony was not 
 

 in perfect alignment, both were rendered INVALID 

        8. Verdicts in capital cases may only be handed down in DAYLIGHT 
 

 hours & only after at least a FULL NIGHT’S deliberation 
 

        9. Voting for conviction in capital cases was to be conducted   

 

 INDIVIDUALLY, beginning with the YOUNGEST members 
 

     3 VERDICT: Jesus IS INNOCENT 

 

III. Jesus DISAVOWED by PETER 
 Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this 
 disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high 
 priest’s courtyard, but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other 
 disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the 
 servant girl on duty there and brought Peter in. ‘You aren’t one of this 
 man’s disciples too, are you?’ she asked Peter. He replied, ‘I am not.’ It 
 was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had 
 made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming him-
 self...Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. 
 So they asked him, ‘You aren’t one of His disciples too, are you?’ He 
 denied it, saying, ‘I am not.’  One of the high priest’s servants, a rela-
 tive of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, ‘Didn’t I 
 see you with Him in the garden?’ Again Peter denied it, and at that  
 moment a rooster began to crow.   (vv. 15-18, 25-27) 
 

     ‰ Peter’s failure was caused by 3 things: 
 

 1) DOUBT (Does Jesus know what He’s doing?) 
 

 2) FEAR (What’s going to happen now?) 
 

 3) PRIDE (I can handle this!)  (cf. 1 Cor. 10:12) 
 

     3 VERDICT: Jesus is not SURPRISED by OUR FAILURE 
 

IV. Jesus TRIED BEFORE PILATE 
 The Jewish leaders took Jesus...to the palace of the Roman governor. 
 By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they 
 did not enter the palace, because they wanted to be able to eat the 
 Passover. So Pilate came out to them and asked, ‘What charges are you 
 bringing against this man?’ ‘If He were not a criminal,’ they replied, ‘we 
 would not have handed Him over to you.’ Pilate said, ‘Take Him your-
 selves and judge Him by your own law.’ ‘But we have no right to exe-
 cute anyone,’ they objected. This took place to fulfill what Jesus had 
 said about the kind of death He was going to die.      (vv. 28-32) 


