
JOHN 5:16-47 
 

 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, 
 the Jewish leaders began to persecute Him.  (v. 16) 
 

I. In His defense, Jesus answered with 6 specific claims: 
 

      1. He is EQUAL WITH the Father  
 In His defense Jesus said to them, ‘My Father is always at His 
 work to this very day, and I too am working.’ For this reason 
 they tried all the more to kill Him; not only was He breaking 
 the Sabbath, but He was even calling God His own Father, 
 making Himself equal with God. Jesus gave them this an-
 swer: ‘Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by Him-
 self; He can do only what He sees His Father doing, because 
 whatever the Father does the Son also does. For the Father 
 loves the Son and shows Him all He does. Yes, and He will 
 show Him even greater works than these...’  (vv. 17-20a) 
 

  FACT: Jesus made Himself equal with God BECAUSE 
 

         HE IS GOD 
 

      2. He is THE GIVER OF LIFE   
 ‘Just as the Father gives life to those He raises from the 

       3 Warning: The Bible CANNOT give ETERNAL LIFE! 
 

  POINT: If reading the Bible doesn’t lead you to faith in  

 

         Jesus, you’ve MISSED THE POINT 
 

 5. MOSES 
 ‘But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your 
 accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. If you be-
 lieved Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about 
 Me. But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are 
 you going to believe what I say?’  (vv. 45-47) 
 

       3 How Moses points to Jesus: 
 

      1) HISTORY 2) TYPOLOGY 3) PROPHECY 
 

  FACT: REJECTING Biblical truth at any point becomes  
 

       A BARRIER in COMING TO Christ 
 

III. CONCLUSION:  Jesus’ declaration to be equal with God  
 

 demands a PERSONAL RESPONSE 
 

       1) I can call Him A LIAR 
 

       2) I can call Him A LUNATIC 
 

       3) I can call Him LORD AND GOD 
 

(Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by  
International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All Rights Reserved.) 
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HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 
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 dead, so the Son gives life to anyone He wants.’ (v. 21, NLT) 
 

      3. He is the FINAL JUDGE over all humanity 
 ‘The Father doesn’t judge anyone. He has entrusted judg-
 ment entirely to the Son so that everyone will honor the 
 Son as they honor the Father. Whoever doesn’t honor the 
 Son doesn’t honor the Father who sent Him.’ (vv. 22-23, GWT) 
 

      4. He will determine the ETERNAL DESTINY  
         of every person  
 ‘Very truly I tell you, whoever hears My word and believes 
 Him who sent Me has eternal life and will not be judged 
 but has crossed over from death to life.’  (v. 24) 
 

      5. He has AUTHORITY to RAISE the dead 
 

  Spiritually DEAD SINNERS to eternal life 
 ‘Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come 
 when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and 
 those who hear will live.’     (v. 25) 
 

  His OWN RESURRECTION  (cf. John 10:17-18) 
 ‘For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the 
 Son also to have life in Himself.’    (v. 26) 
 

  When BELIEVERS ARE RAISED from the dead 
 ‘Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who 
 are in their graves will hear His voice and come out—those 
 who have done what is good will rise to live…’ (vv. 28-29a) 
 

  The resurrection OF CONDEMNATION 
 ‘But those who have done evil will come back to life and will 
 be judged.’             (v. 29b, GWT) 
 

      6. He is always doing THE WILL OF GOD 
 ‘I can’t do anything on My own. As I listen to the Father, I 
 make My judgments. My judgments are right because I 
 don’t try to do what I want but what the One who sent Me 
 wants.’      (v. 30, GWT) 

 

II. Jesus presents 5 witnesses to validate His claims 
 ‘If I testify on My own behalf, what I say is not to be accept-
 ed as real proof. But there is someone else who testifies on 
 My behalf, and I know that what he says about Me is true.’
       (vv. 31-32, TEV) 
 

 1. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 ‘In fact, you sent investigators to listen to John the Baptist, 
 and his testimony about Me was true. Of course, I have no 
 need of human witnesses, but I say these things so you might 
 be saved. John was like a burning and shining lamp, and you 
 were excited for a while about his message.’ (vv. 33-35, NLT) 
 

 2. JESUS’ SIGNS 
 ‘I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works 
 that the Father has given Me to finish—the very works that 
 I am doing—testify that the Father has sent Me.’  (v. 36) 
 

 3. GOD THE FATHER 
 ‘The Father who sent Me has Himself testified concerning 
 Me. You have never heard His voice nor seen His form, nor 
 does His word dwell in you, for you do not believe the One 
 He sent.’       (vv. 37-38) 
 

 4. The SCRIPTURES  
 ‘You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in 
 them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures 
 that testify about Me, yet you refuse to come to Me to 
 have life...Your approval means nothing to Me, because I 
 know you don’t have God’s love within you. For I have come 
 to you in my Father’s name, and you have rejected Me. Yet 
 if others come in their own name, you gladly welcome them.  
 No wonder you can’t believe! For you gladly honor each 
 other, but you don’t care about the honor that comes from 
 the one who alone is God.      (vv. 39-44, NIV/NLT) 
 

  FACT: Knowing the word of God is not the same as        

 

         knowing the GOD OF THE WORD 


