
HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

 2) We must recognize that, as sheep, we are PRONE 
 

      TO WANDER 
 

     3 “lay down My life...take it up again” = shows His POWER 
 

     and NATURE as God’s SON 
 

     3 “as the Father knows Me and I know [Him]” = shows the  

 

 kind of RELATIONSHIP He wants you to HAVE 
 

 WITH HIM 
 

III. Jesus’ metaphor CAUSES DIVISION 
 The Jews who heard these words were again divided. Many 
 of them said, ‘He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why 
 listen to him?’ But others said, ‘These are not the sayings of 
 a man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes 
 of the blind?’     (vv. 19-21) 
 

  FACT: These people were RIGHT; Jesus is either A  
 

      MADMAN or THE GOD-MAN 
 

IV. Conclusion: What will I DO WITH the Shepherd? 
 

 1) LISTEN TO the Shepherd 
 

 2) FOLLOW the Shepherd 
 

 3) TRUST the Shepherd 

 

(Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by  
International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All Rights Reserved.) 

 

(Authors of source material for Today’s Message: William Barclay, Roger Fredrikson, Tom Holladay,  
John MacArthur, Bruce Milne, Leon Morris, Charles Swindoll, Warren Wiersbe) 

JOHN 10:1-21 
 

I. Jesus gives a FAMILIAR ILLUSTRATION  
(cf. Ezek. 34 and Jer. 23:1-4) 

 

 ‘I tell you the truth, anyone who does not enter the sheep 
 pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief 
 and a robber. The one who enters by the gate is the shep-
 herd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, 
 and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by 
 name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his 
 own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him 
 because they know his voice. But they will never follow a 
 stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because 
 they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.’ Jesus used this 
 figure of speech, but they did not understand what He was 
 telling them.       (vv. 1-6) 
 

7 Facts about Sheep Herding 
 

 1. The thief/robber does not enter the sheep pen by THE  
 

  GATE 
 

 2. ONLY THE shepherd is allowed ENTRANCE  
   through the gate 
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 3. The shepherd’s VOICE___ is KNOWN____ to the sheep 
 

 4. The shepherd knows his own sheep & CALLS them   

 

  BY NAME 
 

 5. ONLY the shepherd can LEAD THEM OUT S. leads them out 

 

 6. The shepherd WALKS AHEAD of the sheep 
 

 7. The sheep will follow the shepherd’s voice but WILL  

 

  RUN FROM a stranger’s voice 
 

II. Jesus APPLIES THE illustration TO HIMSELF 
 

     Part One: He is the ONE WAY of entrance into salvation 
 Therefore Jesus said again, ‘I tell you the truth, I am the 
 gate for the sheep. All who have come before Me are 
 thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to 
 them. I am the gate; whoever enters through Me will be 
 saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. The 
 thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 
 that they may have life, and have it to the full.’  (vv. 7-10) 
 

  Jesus is the WAY OUT and the WAY IN 
 Jesus said, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 
 can come to the Father except through Me.’ John 14:6 (NLT) 
 

     3 3 Things happen when you enter in through Jesus: 
 

         1. You are SAVED  will be safe and sound (Ph.) 
 

         2. You are SECURE  come in and go out 
 

         3. You are SATISFIED  find food (GWT) 
 

  The thieves/robbers are THE PHARISEES 
 

  The sheep are [JEWISH] BELIEVERS 
 

  FACT: Jesus doesn’t promise us a TROUBLE-FREE  
 

   life, but He does promise us JOY that is BIGGER   
 

   & LASTS LONGER than all our troubles. 

     Part Two: He is the One who GIVES HIS LIFE FOR  
 the sheep 

 ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down His 
 life for the sheep. The hired hand is not the shepherd and 
 does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, 
 he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf at-
 tacks the flock and scatters it. The man runs away because 
 he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the 
 good shepherd; I know My sheep and My sheep know Me— 
 just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father—and I 
 lay down My life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are 
 not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will 
 listen to My voice, and there shall be one flock and one 
 shepherd. The reason my Father loves Me is that I lay down 
 My life—only to take it up again. No one takes it from Me, 
 but I lay it down of My own accord. I have authority to lay it 
 down and authority to take it up again. This command I re-
 ceived from My Father.’    (vv. 11-18) 
 

  Jesus is the GOOD SHEPHERD 

 

    As the good Shepherd… 
 

        1) He CALLS US       2) He LEADS US 
 

        3) He OWNS US           4) He SAVES US 
 

        5) He KNOWS US           6) He LOVES US 
 

        7) He PROTECTS US      8) He UNIFIES US 
 

9) He PROVIDES FOR US 
 

  The hired hand represents the those who HAVE  

 

      NOTHING INVESTED in the sheep 
 

  The other sheep are GENTILE BELIEVERS 
 

     3 2 Facts: 

 1) We must recognize that, as sheep, we are  
 

  VULNERABLE 


