
HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

 Then Jesus cried out, ‘Whoever believes in Me does not believe in Me  
 only, but in the One who sent Me. The one who looks at Me is seeing  
 the One who sent Me.’     (vv. 44-45) 
 

  POINT #2: To believe divine truth is not to accept a certain SET  

 

      of FACTS; but to believe in the PERSON OF JESUS  
 ‘I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in Me 
 should stay in darkness.’     (v. 46) 
 

  POINT #3: Jesus didn’t come to condemn anyone, but to present 

 

      Himself AS TRUTH to be BELIEVED; those who refuse to 
 

      believe in Him CONDEMN THEMSELVES 
 ‘If anyone hears My words but does not keep them, I do not judge that 
 person. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world. 
 There is a judge for the one who rejects Me and does not accept My 
 words; the very words I have spoken will condemn them at the last 
 day.’        (vv. 47-48) 
 

  POINT #4: Everything JESUS DOES is necessarily the will  
 

      of the Father because they are of the SAME ESSENCE  
 ‘For I did not speak on My own, but the Father who sent Me command-
 ed Me to say all that I have spoken. ‘   (v. 49) 
 

  POINT #5: To receive the Word of God is TO GAIN eternal life   

 

      by GRACE ALONE, through FAITH ALONE. 
 ‘I know that His command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just 
 what the Father has told Me to say.’    (v. 50) 
 

* The Bottom Line: It comes down to a CHOICE between  

 

      SALVATION and JUDGMENT 
 

(Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by  
International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All Rights Reserved.) 

 

(Source material for Today’s Message: D. A. Carson, Matt. Carter, Tom Holladay, John MacArthur, Leon Morris, Charles Swindoll, Warren Wiersbe) 
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Par t     : Seeing Into the Hear t of Jesus23


JOHN 12:12-50 
 

 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that 
 Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went... 
 to meet Him, shouting, ‘Hosanna!’ ‘Blessed is He who comes in the 
 name of the Lord!’ ‘Blessed is the king of Israel!’  (vv. 12-13) 
 

1. Jesus had a BROKEN heart 
 When He came close to the city and viewed it, He wept over it and... 
 said, ‘How I wish today that you of all people would understand the 
 way to peace. But now it is too late… Luke 19:41-42 (Berk./NLT) 
 
 

     3 FACT: Their PRAISE could not ECLIPSE their FAILURE 
      to trust Him 
 

2. Jesus had a HUMBLE and OBEDIENT heart 
 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: ‘Do not be 
 afraid, Daughter of Zion; see, your King is coming, seated on a don-
 key’s colt.’ At first His disciples did not understand all this. Only after 
 Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written 
 about Him and that these things had been done to Him. Now the 
 crowd that was with Him when He called Lazarus from the tomb and 
 raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. Many people, 
 because they had heard that He had performed this sign, went out to 
 meet Him. So the Pharisees said to one another, ‘See, this is getting us 
 nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after Him!’ (vv. 14-19) 
 

     3 QUESTION: What gets your attention...  
 

 the SHOUT of the CROWD or the VOICE of GOD? 



     3 QUESTION: In our greatest triumphs, will our actions say 

 

      LOOK AT ME or LOOK AT GOD?  
 

 Some Greeks were among those who came to worship...They went to 
 Philip and told him, ‘Sir, we would like to meet Jesus.’ (vv. 20-21, NCV) 
 

3. Jesus had a SACRIFICING heart 
 Jesus replied, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
 Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and 
 dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many 
 seeds. Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates 
 their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves Me 
 must follow Me; and where I am, My servant also will be. My Father 
 will honor the one who serves Me.’    (vv. 23-26)  

 

     3 FACT: SACRIFICE must come first! 
 

  DEATH comes before LIFE 
 

  LOSING YOUR LIFE comes before FINDING it 
 

  SERVICE comes before HONOR 
 

     3 QUESTION: What do you need to LET GO OF? 

 

4. Jesus had a TROUBLED heart 
 ‘Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? “Father, save Me from 
 this hour”?  No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, 
 glorify Your name!’     (vv. 27-28) 
 

     3 QUESTION: When your time of trouble comes, WHICH PRAYER 
 

 will you PRAY? 
 

5. Jesus had a SETTLED heart 
 Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and will glorify it 
 again.’ The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; 
 others said an angel had spoken to Him. Jesus said, ‘This voice was for 
 your benefit, not Mine. Now is the time for judgment on this world; 
 now the prince of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lift-
 ed up from the earth, will draw all people to Myself.’  (vv. 29-32) 
 

     3 It’s time to get RIGHT WITH GOD: the world will be judged 
 

     3 It’s time to CHANGE SIDES: the devil will be driven out 
 

     3 It’s time to BE SAVED: Jesus will be lifted up and draw all men  
      to Himself 

6. Jesus had a PLEADING heart 
 The crowd spoke up, ‘We have heard from the Law that the Messiah 
 will remain forever, so how can You say, “The Son of Man must be lift-
 ed up”? Who is this “Son of Man”?’ Then Jesus told them, ‘You are go-
 ing to have the Light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the 
 Light, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark 
 does not know where they are going. Believe in the Light while you 
 have the Light, so that you may become children of Light.’ When He 
 had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid Himself from them. (vv. 34-36) 
 

     3 Jesus’ challenge: WALK IN the Light and put your TRUST IN  

 

 the Light so that you may BECOME SONS OF the Light 
 

* John’s PS: Jewish unbelief FULFILLS PROPHECY and 
 

  PAVES THE WAY for the Gentiles’ salvation 
 Even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence, they 
 still would not believe in Him. This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the 
 prophet: ‘Lord, who has believed our message and to whom has the 
 arm of the Lord been revealed?’ For this reason they could not believe, 
 because, as Isaiah says elsewhere: ‘He has blinded their eyes and hard-
 ened their hearts, so they can neither see with their eyes, nor under-
 stand with their hearts, nor turn—and I would heal them.’ Isaiah said 
 this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about Him. (vv. 37-41) 

 

     3 The 2 step process of “hardening”: 
 

 1. When Jesus came, the Jews rejected Him and REFUSED to  
 

      accept His CALL TO BELIEVE in Him. (cf. Isa. 55:6) 
 

 2. God hardened them so that those who were UNWILLING to  
 

      believe became UNABLE TO believe. 
 He [God] has mercy on whomever He wills, and He hardens whomever 
 He wills.                Rom. 9:18 (ESV) 
 

 Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in Him. 
 But because of the Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge 
 their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; for they 
 loved human praise more than praise from God.   (vv. 42-43) 
 

     3 FACT: A FEARFUL FAITH is a sign of a WEAK faith 

 

* John’s PPS: A five-point summary of Jesus’ teaching: 
 

  POINT #1: Because Jesus is one with the Father, to BELIEVE IN  
 

      ONE is to believe IN THE OTHER 


