
     3 This command reveals 2 traps that can turn us from  
 followers into failures 
 

 1. The WHY ME? question 
 

 My dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful test you 
 are suffering, as though something unusual were happen-
 ing to you. Rather be glad that you are sharing Christ’s 
 sufferings, so that you may be full of joy when His glory is 
 revealed.      1 Peter 4:12 (TEV) 
 

 2. The WHAT ABOUT HIM? question 
 

     3 FACT: Like Peter, we face problems when we STOP  
 

 FOCUSING ON Christ. 
 

  POINT: REFUSE to let your FOCUS DRIFT from  
 

      Christ to ANOTHER BELIEVER 
 

* The Bottom Line: Our purpose is REENERGIZED 

 

 when we remember THE TRUTH about our  
 

 AMAZING Jesus 
 This is the disciple who testifies to these things... We know 
 that his testimony is true. Jesus did many other things as 
 well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose 
 that even the whole world would not have room for the 
 books that would be written.    (vv. 24-25) 
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JOHN 21:1-25 
 

3 Commands that Resurrected the Disciples’ Purpose 
 

I. Throw your net on the OTHER SIDE 
 Later, Jesus appeared again to the disciples beside the Sea 
 of Galilee. This is how it happened. Several of the disciples 
 were there—Simon Peter, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), 
 Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and 
 two other disciples. Simon Peter said, ‘I’m going fishing.’ 
 ‘We’ll come, too,’ they all said. So they went out in the boat, 
 but they caught nothing all night. At dawn Jesus was stand
 ing on the beach, but the disciples couldn’t see who He was.  
 He called out, ‘Fellows, have you caught any fish?’ ‘No,’ they 
 replied. Then he said, ‘Throw out your net on the right-hand 
 side of the boat, and you’ll get some!’ So they did, and they 
 couldn’t haul in the net because there were so many fish in 
 it. Then the disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It’s the Lord!’ 
 When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his 
 tunic (for he had stripped for work), jumped into the water, 
 and headed to shore. The others stayed with the boat and 
 pulled the loaded net to the shore, for they were only about 
 a hundred yards from shore.   (vv. 1-8, NLT) 

Par t    : Resurrected Purpose
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HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 



     3 FACT: The disciples went from an EROSION of purpose ... 
 “They caught nothing all night...” 
 

      To AN EXPLOSION of purpose 
  “It is the Lord...” 
 

     3 FACT: This command teaches us 4 lessons about purpose & 
 godly success: 
 

 1) Failure and discouragement don’t mean you’ve LOST  

 

      YOUR PURPOSE. 
 

 2) Just TRYING HARDER is not the key to spiritual  
      success 
 

 3) The problem is not WHERE you are, but WHO you’re  

 

      LISTENING to. 

 

 4) Success is assured when you let Jesus GIVE THE  
 

      ORDERS 
 

 When they got there, they found breakfast waiting for 
 them—fish cooking over a charcoal fire, and some bread.  
 ‘Bring some of the fish you’ve just caught,’ Jesus said. So 
 Simon Peter went aboard and dragged the net to the shore. 
 There were 153 large fish, and yet the net hadn’t torn. ‘Now 
 come and have some breakfast!’ Jesus said. None of the dis-
 ciples dared to ask Him, ‘Who are you?’ They knew it was 
 the Lord. Then Jesus served them the bread and the fish.  
 This was the third time Jesus had appeared to His disciples 
 since He had been raised from the dead.       (vv. 9-14, NLT) 
 

     3 How to relate to the resurrected Lord in a R.E.A.L. way 
 

 RECOGNIZE His PRESENCE everywhere 
 

 ENJOY His company  
 

 ACCEPT His invitations 
 

 LOOK TO His leadership  
 

II. FEED MY SHEEP 

 After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of 
 John, do you love Me more than these?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ Peter 
 replied, ‘You know I love You.’ ‘Then feed My lambs,’ Jesus 
 told him. Jesus repeated the question: “Simon son of John, 
 do you love Me?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ Peter said, ‘You know I love 
 You.’ ‘Then take care of My sheep,’ Jesus said. A third time 
 He asked him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love Me?’ Peter 
 was hurt that Jesus asked the question a third time. He said, 
 ‘Lord, You know everything. You know that I love You.’ Je-
 sus said, ‘Then feed My sheep.    (vv. 15-17, NLT) 
 

  POINT: Peter’s 3 AFFIRMATIONS correspond  
 

      to his 3 DENIALS 
 

     3 As a believer, you fulfill this command when you seek to  

 

 BLESS OTHERS’ lives. (3 Ways to be a real blessing) 
 

  MAKE LOVING Jesus your #1 priority 
 

  TAKE TO HEART Christ’s forgiveness for your sins 
 

  BELIEVE that God wants to use you in a GREAT  
      way 
 

III. FOLLOW ME!   
 I tell you the truth, when you were young, you were able to 
 do as you liked; you dressed yourself and went wherever 
 you wanted to go. But when you are old, you will stretch 
 out your hands, and others will dress you and take you 
 where you don’t want to go.’ Jesus said this to let him know 
 by what kind of death he would glorify God. Then Jesus told 
 him, ‘Follow Me.’ Peter turned around and saw behind 
 them the disciple Jesus loved...Peter asked Jesus, ‘What 
 about him, Lord?’ Jesus replied, “If I want him to remain 
 alive until I return, what is that to you? As for you, follow 
 Me.’ So the rumor spread among the...believers that this 
 disciple wouldn’t die. But that isn’t what Jesus said at all. He 
 only said, ‘If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is 
 that to you?’       (vv. 18-23, NLT) 


