
JOHN 3:1-15 
 

The Gospel of John is…     
 

         A Spirit-guided REVELATION written by a HUMAN  
 

 AUTHOR 
 

         A TRUTHFUL, historical document, but not ALL    

 INCLUSIVE (cf. John 21:25) 
 

1. Jesus gets a visit from a RELIGIOUS RULER 
 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 
 ruler of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by night... 
       (v. 1-2a, ESV) 
 

       Who was Nicodemus? 
 

 1) “a man of the Pharisees” = DEVOTED to keeping  
 

      ALL of the LAW 
 

 2) “a ruler of the Jews” = member of the SANHEDRIN, 
      who ran the religious affairs of Israel 
 

 3) “the teacher of Israel” (v. 10a) = the FOREMOST  
 

      SCHOLAR of his day 

 how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? No 
 one has ever gone into heaven except the One who came 
 from heaven—the Son of Man.         (v. 10-13, ESV, NIV ‘84) 
 

  FACT: ONLY JESUS CAN speak authoritatively  
 

         about God’s SALVATION PROCESS 
 

8. Jesus prescribes a REVOLUTIONARY REMEDY 
 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son 
 of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in 
 Him may have eternal life.   (v. 14-15, NIV ‘84) 

 

(cf. Num. 21:4-9) 
 

  POINT: Believing in Jesus’ death on the cross for my sins  

 

      is the ONLY WAY TO POSSESS eternal life 
 

 

(Authors of source material for Today’s Message: William Barclay, James Boice, F. F. Bruce, Matt Carter, Roger Fredrikson, Tom Holladay,  
John MacArthur, J. Vernon McGee, Leon Morris, Arthur Pink, Charles Swindoll, W. E. Vine, Warren Wiersbe) 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

RELIGION REGENERATION 

I can EARN God’s favor God’s love is an undeserved GIFT 

Turning over a NEW LEAF Receiving NEW LIFE from God 

The good I do outweighs my SIN Jesus’ death PAYS FOR my sin 

Is the product of RULE keeping Is the product of BELIEF 

Work to “REVIVE” myself God makes me ALIVE “in Christ” 

Rely on will power to CHANGE The Spirit ENABLES real change 

Try hard to be RIGHTEOUS Trust in His RIGHTEOUSNESS 
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  In light of what Jesus is about to say, we learn 3 things: 
 

      1) RELIGION doesn’t SAVE 
 

      2) STATUS doesn’t SAVE 
 

      3) KNOWLEDGE doesn’t SAVE 
 

  He came at night to AVOID being SEEN and/or to 
 

      have a long, PRIVATE TALK with Jesus 
 

2. Nicodemus makes a RESPECTFUL remark 
 He came...and said, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
 come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous 
 signs you are doing if God were not with him.’   (v. 2, NIV) 
 

  His remark shows that he didn’t UNDERSTAND 
 

      the true nature of WHO JESUS WAS or what He  
 

      CAME TO DO 

 

3. Jesus issues a RADICAL REQUIREMENT     
 In reply Jesus declared, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can see 
 the kingdom of God unless he is born again.’  (v. 3, NIV) 
 

  “no one...unless” = absolute EXCLUSIVITY 
 

  “kingdom of God” = ETERNAL LIFE 
 

  “born again” = Greek: anōthen = ANEW 
 

     1) from the beginning, from the VERY FIRST 
 

     2) over again, in the sense of a 2ND TIME 
 

     3) from ABOVE; hence, from GOD 
 

 [God:] I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit 
 in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give 
 you a tender, responsive heart. And I will put my Spirit in 
 you so that you will follow My decrees and be careful to 
 obey My regulations.            Ezek. 38:26-27 (NLT) 

4. Nicodemus gives a RIDICULOUS RESPONSE 
 ‘How can someone be born when they are old?’ Nicodemus 
 asked. ‘Surely they cannot enter a second time into their 
 mother’s womb to be born!’   (v. 4, NIV) 
 

  POINT: Don’t let the PHYSICAL blind you to  
 

  the SPIRITUAL 
 

5. Jesus delivers a REASONED REPLY 
 Jesus answered, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can enter the 
 kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 
 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 
 You should not be surprised at My saying, ‘You must be born 
 again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its 
 sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is 
 going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.’ (v. 5-8, NIV) 
 

         4 Truths:  
 

 1) Flesh CAN ONLY PRODUCE flesh 
 

 2) ONLY SPIRIT CAN produce spirit 
 

 3) “water & Spirit” symbolize the inward CLEANSING  

 

        and QUICKENING of the Holy Spirit (cf. Titus 3:5) 
 

 4) “wind” = the SPIRIT’S FREEDOM and power 
 

6. Nicodemus expresses a RESIGNED RETORT 
 ‘How are these things possible?’ Nicodemus asked. (v. 9, NLT) 
 

  POINT: He thought it was all about WILL POWER;  
 

      Jesus says it’s all about SPIRIT POWER 
 

7. Jesus offers a RELIABLE REVELATION 
 Jesus answered him, ‘Are you the teacher of Israel and yet 
 you do not understand these things? I tell you the truth, we 
 speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have 
 seen, but still you people do not receive our testimony. I 
 have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe, 


