
 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, 
 but only what is helpful for building others up according to 
 their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. And do 
 not grieve the Holy Spirit of God...  Eph. 4:29-30 
 

  POINT: Talk about others the WAY YOU WANT 

 

      them to TALK ABOUT YOU  
 Treat others as you want them to treat you. Matt. 7:12 (CEV) 
 

 You will have to live with the consequences of everything 
 you say.      Prov. 18:20 (TEV) 
 

IV. 3 RESULTS OF CONQUERING COMPLAINING 
 ...so that you may become blameless and pure, children of 
 God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in 
 which you shine like stars in the universe... (v. 15-16a) 
 

    1.  “blameless and pure” = a SPOTLESS CHARACTER 
 

    2. “without fault” = a MATURE FAITH 
 If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, 
 able to keep his whole body in check.  James 3:2 
 

    3.  “you shine like stars” = a DYNAMIC WITNESS 
 

*  QUESTION: Is my ATTITUDE DRAWING people  
      to Jesus? 
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PHILIPPIANS 2:14-16a Do everything without complaining or 
 arguing... (v. 14) 
 

I. FOUR COMMON TYPES OF COMPLAINERS 
 

    1. The WHINER: "It’s NOT FAIR" 
 The wicked get by with everything; they have it made, pil-
 ing up riches. I’ve been stupid to play by the rules what has 
 it gotten me? A long run of bad luck...  Psa. 73:12-14 (Msg.) 
 

    2. The MARTYR: "No one APPRECIATES ME" 
 Moses said to the Lord, 'Why pick on me, to give me the bur- 
 den of a people like this? I can't carry this nation by myself  
  ...If you're going to treat me like this, please kill me right 
 now -It will be a kindness!             Num. 11:11, 14-15 (LB) 
 

    3. The CYNIC: "It’s HOPELESS" 
 Life is useless...you spend your life working and what to you 
 have to show for it?...the world stays just the same...what 
 has been done before will be done again.  Eccl. 1:2, 4, 9 (TEV) 
 

    4. The PERFECTIONIST: "Is that THE BEST you    

 

      CAN DO?" 
 Better to live out in the desert than with a nagging, complai-
 ning wife.     Prov. 21:19 (TEV) 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 
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II. WHAT’S WRONG WITH COMPLAINING? 
 

    1. It’s UNLOVING 
 Love forgets mistakes; nagging about them parts the best 
 of friends.      Prov. 17:9 (LB) 

 

    2. It’s UNJUSTIFIABLE 

 Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks 
 against the Law and judges it. There is only one Lawgiver and 
 Judge....who are you to judge your neighbor? James 4:11-12 
 

     3 FACT: We “speak against” our fellow believers when we… 
 

  COMPLAIN about them 
 

  GOSSIP about them (cf. Prov. 11:13, 25:23, 26:20) 

 A useless person causes trouble, and a gossip ruins friend-
 ships.       Prov. 16:28 (NCV) 

 

  Relate incidents that make them LOOK BAD 
 

  Judge their MOTIVES  

 So don’t make judgments about anyone ahead of time—be-
 fore the Lord returns. For He will bring our darkest secrets to 
 light and will reveal our private motives. Then God will give 
 to each one whatever praise is due.  1 Cor. 4:5 (NLT) 
 

 What right do you have to criticize someone else’s servants? 
 Only the Lord can decide if they are doing right. Rom. 14:4 (CEV) 
 

    3. It’s POINTLESS 
 

    4. It’s BEING UNGRATEFUL toward God 
 [Moses said:] “He [God] has heard your grumbling against 
 Him. Who are we? You are not grumbling against us, but 
 against the Lord.”    Exodus 16:8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III. HOW TO CONQUER COMPLAINING 
 

    1. OWN UP TO the problem 
 A man who refuses to admit his mistakes can never be success-
 ful.       Prov. 28:13a  (LB) 
 

    2. ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY for my own life 

 Some people ruin themselves by their own stupid mistakes 

 and then blame the Lord.   Prov. 19:3 (TEV) 
 

     3 FACT: Complaining can be an EXCUSE to COVER UP 
      bad behavior 
 

    3. Develop an ATTITUDE of GRATITUDE 
 Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you 
 in Christ Jesus.    1 Thess. 5:18 
 

 It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to the 
 Most High. It is good to proclaim Your unfailing love in the 
 morning, your faithfulness in the evening. Psa. 92:1-2 (NLT) 
 

  KEY: Change my SELF-TALK (cf. Phil. 4:8) 

 ...I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 
          Phil. 4:11 
 

    4. Look for GOD’S HAND in CIRCUMSTANCES 
 And we know that in ALL things God works for the good of 
 those who love Him.…      Rom. 8:28 (NASB) 
 

     3 FACT: EVERYTHING that comes into a believer’s life is 
 

      FATHER-FILTERED  (cf. Matt. 7:11; Rom. 8:32-39) 
 

    5. Practice SPEAKING POSITIVELY 

WHENEVER I COMPLAIN, I AM ACTUALLY… 
 

   QUESTIONING God’s WISDOM  
As the heavens are higher than the earth, so My ways are higher 
than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.  Isa. 55:9 

   DOUBTING God’s CARE 

I will guide you along the best pathway for your life. Psa. 32:8 (LB) 
 

I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to pros-
per you and not to harm you.    Jer. 29:11a 

 

   FORGETTING God’s GOODNESS  
Praise the LORD...and forget not all His benefits... Psa. 103:2 

 


