
 And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace 
 would no longer be grace.       Rom. 11:6 
 

 Paul and Barnabas...urged them...to stick with what they’d 
 started, this living in and by God’s grace.     Acts 13:43 (Msg.) 
 

     3 Paul’s Background: vs. 4-6.  (5 Examples of Legalism) 

 If anyone else thinks he has reason to put confidence in the 
 flesh, I have more. Circumcised on the eighth day, of the 
 people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of He-
 brews. In regard to the law, a Pharisee. As for zeal, perse-
 cuting the church. As for legalistic righteousness, faultless.   
 

     3 Beware of trusting in... 
 

     1) R ITUALS  
 You carefully study the Scriptures because you think they 
 give you eternal life. They do in fact tell about Me, but you 
 refuse to come to Me to have that life. John 5:39-40 (NCV) 
 

     2) R ACE   
 In Christ, there is no difference between Jew and Greek, 
 slave and free person, male and female.  Gal. 3:28a (NCV) 
 

     3) R ELIGION  (cf.  Mark 7:8; Matt. 23:15; Gal. 1:14) 
 

     4) R ULES    
 Do not let anyone make rules for you about eating and 
 drinking or about a religious feast... Col. 2:16 (NCV) 
 

     5) R EPUTATION  
 They loved praise from people more than praise from God.  
       John 12:43 (NCV) 
 

 But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we 
 were still sinners, Christ died for us.     Rom. 5:8 
 

  POINT: Legalism always focuses on something BESIDES 
 

  LOVING JESUS 
 The kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but 
 of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. Rom. 14:27 

     3 Question: What are you TRUSTING IN BESIDES 
      Jesus? 
 

2. Re-evaluate MY PRIORITIES 
 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake 
 of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss compared 
 to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, 

 for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, 
 that I may gain Christ.    (vs. 7-8) 
 

     3 Safeguard #2: Maintain a GODLY VALUE SYSTEM 
 [Jesus:] Beware! ...For real life and real living are not related 
 to how rich we are.    Luke 12:15  (LB) 
 

 [Jesus:] In the same way, any of you who does not give up 
 everything he has cannot be My disciple.  Luke 14:33 
 

  POINT: What I give up is NOTHING COMPARED 

 

  to what I GAIN 
 

 ...in order that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not hav-
 ing a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 
 that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
 from God that depends on faith.   (v. 8b-9, ESV) 
 

     3 God’s Righteousness means… 
 

       Being made RIGHT with God 
 

       Being declared JUSTIFIED before God 
 

       Being given SPIRITUAL WEALTH 
 

     3 Question: What are you AFRAID of GIVING UP for  
      Christ? 
 

3. Refocus MY AMBITIONS 
 All I want is to know Christ and to experience the power of 
 His resurrection, to share in His sufferings...  Phil. 3:10a (TEV) 
 

     3 Safeguard #3: Commit to KNOWING CHRIST more  

 

      INTIMATELY (cf. 2 Pet. 3:18) 



 My determined purpose is that I may know Christ-that I may 
 progressively become more deeply and intimately acquaint-
 ed with Him, perceiving and recognizing and understanding 
 Him more strongly and more clearly...      (v. 10a, AMP.) 
 

2 FACTS: 
 

  Knowing Christ means living BY HIS POWER 
 

  Knowing Christ means living IN HIS PRESENCE 
 

3 KEYS 
 

      1) TIME 
 Take the time and trouble to keep yourself spiritually fit.  
                1 Timothy 4:7 (Ph.) 
 

      2) TALK 
 Ask and you will receive, so that your joy will be the fullest 
 possible joy.      John 16:24 (NCV) 
 

      3) TRUST 
 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who 
 promised is faithful.    Heb. 10:23 
 

* QUESTION: What is STEALING MY JOY? 

 What has happened to all your joy? Gal. 4:15 
 

     3 FACT:  Keeping my joy is WORTH WHATEVER it takes 
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PHILIPPIANS 3:1-10  Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! It is no 
 trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is 
 a safeguard for you. (v. 1) 
 

3 “SAFEGUARDS” FOR KEEPING YOUR JOY 
 

1. Resist LEGALISTIC ATTITUDES 
 

  What is it? Substituting RULES & REGULATIONS 
 

      for a LOVE RELATIONSHIP with Christ. 
 I’m afraid that...your minds may somehow be lured away from 
  your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 2 Cor. 11:3 (GWT) 
 

 Watch out for those dogs, those people who do evil, those 
 mutilators who say you must be circumcised to be saved.  
 For we who worship by the Spirit of God are the ones who 
 are truly circumcised. We rely on what Christ Jesus has done 
 for us. We put no confidence in human effort. (v. 2-3, NLT)  
 

     3 FACT: Salvation is Christ PLUS NOTHING 
 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the One 
 who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are turning 
 to a different gospel—which is really no gospel at all. Evident-
 ly some people are throwing you into confusion and are try-
 ing to pervert the gospel of Christ.   Gal. 1:6-7 
 

     3 Safeguard #1: Live each day BY GRACE 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 
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