
 Consider it a...gift...when tests and challenges come at you 
 from all sides. You know that under pressure, your faith-life 
 is forced into the open and shows its true colors. So don’t 
 try to get out of anything prematurely. Let it do its work 
 so you become mature and well-developed, not deficient in 
 any way.            James 1:2-4 (Msg.) 
 

      (Ph. “...let the process go on until that endurance is fully devel- 
 oped”) 
 

 3 KEY FACTOR: GODLY WISDOM 

 If you need wisdom-- if you want to know what God wants 
 you to do-- ask Him, and He will gladly tell you. He will not 
 resent your asking.     James 1:5 (NLT) 
 

 Trust the LORD with all your heart, and don’t depend on 
 your own understanding. Remember the LORD in all you 
 do, and He will give you success.  Prov. 3:5-6 (NCV) 
 

* HOW TO START? (3 Steps) 
 

 1. ASK GOD to use His word to change the way I think 
 

 2. Invite His Spirit to have FREE REIGN in my life. 
 

 3. ACCEPT every CIRCUMSTANCE as part  
  of God’s plan to develop my character. 
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PHILIPPIANS 2:12-13  Therefore, my dear friends, as you have 
 always obeyed - not only in my presence, but now much 
 more in my absence - continue to work out your salva-
 tion with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in 
 you to will and to act according to His good purpose.  

 

5 ESSENTIAL TRUTHS 
 

     3 “always obeyed’ = Spiritual GROWTH requires  

 

 CONSISTENT obedience 
 

     3 “work out” = DEVELOP & MASTER God’s gift 
 

     3 “your salvation” = Accept my RESPONSIBILITY 
 

     3 “with fear & trembling” = Take IT SERIOUSLY 
 

     3 “God works in you” = I can’t DO IT ON MY OWN 
 

I. WHY GOD WORKS IN MY LIFE: 
 

 To make ME MORE LIKE JESUS 
 From the very beginning God decided that those who came 
 to Him—and all along He knew who would—should become 
 like His Son.      Rom. 8:29 (LB) 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 
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 We must become like a mature person, growing until we 
 become like Christ and have His perfection. Eph. 4:13 (NCV) 
 

II. HOW GOD DOES HIS WORK IN MY LIFE  (3 Tools) 
 

 1. God uses THE BIBLE 
 Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful one way 
 or another—showing us truth, exposing our rebellion, cor-
 recting our mistakes, training us to live God’s way. Through 
 the Word we are put together and shaped up for the tasks 
 God has for us.                         2 Tim. 3:16-17  (Msg.) 
 

 2. God uses THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 As the Spirit of the Lord works within us, we become more 
 and more like Him and reflect His glory even more.  
       2 Cor. 3:18 (NLT) 
 

 Since...we have chosen the life of the Spirit, let us make 
 sure that we do not just hold it as an idea in our heads or a 
 sentiment in our hearts, but work out its implications  in 
 every detail of our lives.    Gal. 5:25 (Msg.) 
 

      The SPIRIT of God uses the WORD of God to  

 

    make the CHILD of God more like the SON of God 
 

 When the Holy Spirit controls our lives, He will produce 
 this kind of fruit in us: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness 
 goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control...  
       Gal. 5:22-23 (LB) 
 

 3. God uses OUR CIRCUMSTANCES 
 Sometimes it takes a painful situation to make us change 
 our ways.     Prov. 20:30 (TEV) 
 

 ...to those who love God and are called according to His 
 plan; everything that happens fits into a pattern for good. 
 For God....chose us to bear the family likeness of His Son.…
         Rom. 8:28-29 (Ph.) 

III. MY PART IN GOD’S WORK IN MY LIFE (3 Choices)           
 

     Ë I MUST CHOOSE... 
 

 1. Carefully what I THINK ABOUT 
 Be careful how you think; your life is shaped by your 
 thoughts.      Prov. 4:23 (TEV) 
 

 You will always reap what you sow! Gal. 6:7 (NLT) 
 

  FACT: The way I THINK  
  determines the way I FEEL     
  which determines the way I ACT 
 

 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let 
 God transform you into a new person by changing the way 
 you think.      Rom 12:2 (NLT) 
 

 3 Key Factor: APPLYING GOD’S WORD to 
  my life    
 They [the godly] love the LORD’S teachings, and they think 
 about those teachings day and night. They are strong, like 
 a tree planted by a river... Everything they do will succeed.  
      Psa. 1:2-3 (NCV) 
 

 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. 
 Do what it says.    James 1:22   
 

 2. To COOPERATE WITH God’s SPIRIT 
= Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s 
 leading in every part of our lives.   Gal. 5:25 (NLT) 
 

 Let the Holy Spirit guide your lives, Then you won’t be  
 doing what your sinful nature craves.  Gal. 5:16 (NLT) 

 

 3 KEY FACTOR: PRAY CONSTANTLY  
 Pray without ceasing.   1 Thess. 5:17 
 

 Don’t worry about anything, instead pray about everything. 
 Tell God what you need....   Phil 4:6 (NLT) 
 

 3. The RIGHT RESPONSE to circumstances 


