
JOHN 2:12-25 

 

Jesus’ Service of Cleansing the Temple 
 

1. The PREPARATION: A RESTFUL BREAK  
         with family and friends 
 After this He went down to Capernaum with His mother 
 and brothers and His disciples. There they stayed for a few 
 days.        (v. 12) 
 

  POINT: Jesus knew how to PACE HIS LIFE  

 

2. The INSPECTION: Jesus finds a SWAP MEET  
 

         in the PLACE OF WORSHIP 
 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus 
 went up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts He found peo-
 ple selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at 
 tables exchanging money.     (vv. 13-14) 
 

THE PASSOVER (5 Facts) 
 

       1) The SOLEMN FEAST celebrating God’s death angel 
 “passing over” the houses of the Jews in Egypt. (Exo. 12) 

2 Questions: 
 

 1) What does He need to DRIVE OUT OF my life? 
 

 2) How can I COOPERATE WITH HIM? 
 

  POINT: Don’t MISTAKE God’s PATIENCE for 
 

  His ACCEPTANCE 
 

Jesus’ Anger shows us 3 things: 
 

 1) There are times when it IS RIGHT to be angry 
 

 2) Just because something it ACCEPTED by society     
 

       doesn’t mean it’s ACCEPTABLE TO GOD 
 

 3) We can’t always be diplomatic about THE TRUTH 

 
6. The CONCLUSION: Many believed, but ONLY  
 

         SUPERFICIALLY 
 Now while He was in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, 
 many people saw the signs He was performing and be-
 lieved in His name. But Jesus would not entrust Himself to 
 them...for He knew what was in each person. (vv. 23-25) 
 

  POINT: We can only learn to trust others as we 
 

  ENTRUST OURSELVES TO God 
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HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 
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       2) Jesus’ family went to Jerusalem EVERY YEAR for  
 Passover. (Luke 2:41) (This practice was not new to Jesus) 
 

       3) John mentions three Passover celebrations during the 
 ministry of Jesus:  John 2:13, John 6:4, & John 12:1 
 

       4) By Jewish law, every MALE within 15 miles of Jerusalem 
 was required to come to the city for Passover. Even Jews 
 who lived far away tried to be in Jerusalem for Passover. 
 

       5) During Passover, this city of 200,000 population would 
 

 sometimes swell to 2.25 million. 
 

3. The INDIGNATION: Jesus REFUSED to  
 

         ALLOW any SIN in His temple 
 So He made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the 
 temple courts, both sheep and cattle; He scattered the 
 coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 
 To those who sold doves He said, ‘Get these out of here! 
 Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!’ His disciples 
 remembered that it is written: ‘Zeal for Your house will  
 consume me.’     (vv. 15-17) 
 

2 Things upset Jesus: 
 

  WHAT WAS being done — religious EXTORTION  
  and greed 
 Jesus entered the Temple and began to drive out the people 
 selling animals for sacrifices. He said to them, ‘The Scrip-
 tures declare, “My Temple will be a house of prayer,” but 
 you have turned it into a den of thieves.’ Luke 19:45-46 (NLT) 
 

  WHERE IT was being done — in the court  
 

  of THE GENTILES 
 He said, ‘Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Fa-
 ther's house into a market!’  (v. 16, NIV ‘84) 
 

  The Key: Jesus’ anger was for the HYPOCRISY  

 

  of pure HOUSES and IMPURE hearts 

 For seven days no trace of yeast shall be in your homes...
       Deut.16:4 (TLB)  
 

  QUESTION: How many cleansings did Jesus do? TWO 
 

4. The CONFRONTATION: The Jewish leaders  
 

         REBUKE JESUS and DEMAND a SIGN 
 The Jews...responded to him, ‘What sign can you show us 
 to prove your authority to do all this?’ Jesus answered..., 
 ‘Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.’ 
 They replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this tem-
 ple, and you are going to raise it in three days?’  (vv. 18-20) 
 

  FACT: They don’t question the RIGHTNESS OF   

 

  His action, but WHAT RIGHT He had to do it. 
(cf. Malachi 3:1-3) 

 

 “46 years” means this event occurred in AD 27 
 

5. The INTERPRETATION: God’s Presence was  
 

         NO LONGER IN the Temple, but IN  
 

         HIS SON 
 But the temple He had spoken of was His body. After He 
 was raised from the dead, His disciples recalled what He 
 had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words 
 that Jesus had spoken.    (vv. 21-22) 
 

  POINT: From now on, the ONLY WAY TO God 
 

  was through THE SON  (cf. Matt 12:38-40) 

 

6. The APPLICATION: God’s temple TODAY IS  
 

         YOU AND ME 
 Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy 
 Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You 
 do not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a high 
 price.      1 Cor. 6:19-20a (NLT) 


