
 Christ did for the church—a love marked by giving, not get-
 ting.       Eph. 5:25 (Msg.) 
 

 ⚫ “harsh” = a RESENTFUL attitude leading to a  
 

         surly, IRRITABLE disposition (cf. Eph. 4:29) 
 

     2. CHILDREN and PARENTS 
 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases 
 the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they 
 become discouraged.    (vv. 20-21, ESV) 
 

        3 Key phrase for children: CONSISTENTLY obey 
 

        3 Key phrase for parents: Don’t EXASPERATE 
 

3 Things to Avoid: 
 

      1) Don’t INSULT them 
 

      2) Don’t IGNORE them 
 

      3) Don’t INDULGE them 

 

     3. SLAVES and MASTERS  
 Slaves, your job is to obey your human masters, not with the 
 idea of catching their eye or currying favor, but as a sincere 
 expression of your devotion to the Lord. Whatever your task 
 is, put your whole heart and soul into it, as into work for the 
 Lord and not merely for men, knowing that your real reward 

 will come from Him. You are actually slaves of the Lord Christ 
 Jesus...Remember, then, you employers, to be just and fair 
 to those whom you employ, never forgetting that you your-
 selves have a heavenly employer.  (vv. 3:22-4:1, Ph.) 
 

        3 Key phrase for slaves: Your LORD IS JESUS 
 

        3 Key phrase for masters: PAINSTAKING fairness 
 

 ⚫ FACT: The key to making this work is for EACH ONE  

 

     to focus on DOING THEIR PART, not whether 
 

     the other person is DOING THEIRS 

II. Be DEVOTED to PRAYER 
 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with 
 thanksgiving.              (v. 2, ESV) 
 

 ⚫ Question: How do I do that? 
 

 1. Be WATCHFUL = Look FOR NEEDS 
 

 2. Be THANKFUL = Look FOR THE JOY 
 

III. Be WISE with UNBELIEVERS 
 And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our mes-
 sage, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for 
 which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I 
 should. Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make 
 the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be al-
 ways full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know 
 how to answer everyone.    (vv. 3-6) 

 

3 Ways to Be an Influence to Unbelievers 
 

 1. Use PRAYER in the way I THINK about them 
 

 2. Use WISDOM in the way I ACT with them 
 

 3. Use GRACE in the way I TALK to them 
 

IV. Be IN FELLOWSHIP with BELIEVERS 
 

      3 Tychicus: Fellowship means RELATIONSHIP 
 Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear 
 brother, a faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord. 
 I am sending him to you for the express purpose that you may 
 know about our circumstances and that he may encourage 
 your hearts.      (vv. 7-8) 

 

   “Dear brother”    = a FAMILY relationship 
 

   “Faithful minister”   = a WORKING relationship 
 

   “Fellow servant”    = a SPIRITUAL relationship 
 

      3 Onesimus: Fellowship is ALL-INCLUSIVE 



COLOSSIANS 3:18-4:13 
 

       In this last section, Paul focuses on how the heaven-centered 
life impacts the various relationships that believers have and how 
they should deal with each one in order to bring glory to God. 
 

I. Be UNSELFISH towards MY FAMILY 
 

3 Family Relationships: 
 

      1. WIVES and HUSBANDS 
 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Hus-
 bands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. 
        (vv. 18-19) 
 

         3 Key phrase for wives: HAPPILY submit 
 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Eph. 5:21 
 

4 Facts: 
 

 1) It doesn’t CANCEL out our EQUALITY 
 

 2) EVERYONE SUBMITS to someone in some way 
 

 3) It doesn’t mean DISOBEYING GOD (cf. Acts 5:29) 
 

 4) It cannot BE IMPOSED 
 

         3 Key phrase for husbands: Love SACRIFICIALLY 
 Husbands, go all out in your love for your wives, exactly as 
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 I am also sending Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, 
 one of your own people. He and Tychicus will tell you every-
 thing that’s happening here.   (v. 9, NLT) 
 

      3 Mark: Fellowship is FORGIVING (cf. Acts 15:37; 2 Tim. 4:11) 

 Aristarchus, who is in prison with me, sends you his greet-
 ings, and so does Mark, Barnabas’s cousin. As you were in-
 structed before, make Mark welcome if he comes your way. 
        (v. 10, NLT) 
 

      3 Luke: Fellowship is LASTING (cf. 2 Tim. 4:18) 

 Luke, the beloved doctor, sends his greetings, and so does 
 Demas.      (v. 14, NLT) 
 

      3 Demas: Fellowship may mean DISAPPOINTMENT 
 Demas has deserted me because he loves the things of this 
 life and has gone to Thessalonica.   2 Tim. 4:10 (NLT) 
 

      3 Epaphras: Fellowship means SACRIFICE 

 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, 
 sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, 
 that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and 
 fully assured. I vouch for him that he is working hard for 
 you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis.  (vv. 12-13) 
 

 ⚫ QUESTION: Am I WRESTLING IN PRAYER 
         for anyone? 

 
(Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973,  

1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All Rights Reserved.)  
 

(Quotes and source material for today’s message: William Barclay, Albert Barnes, F. F. Bruce, Herbert Carson, Edwin  
Dargan, Tom Holladay, John MacArthur, A. T. Robertson, Robert Wall, Warren Wiersbe, Kenneth Wuest) 

HOW TO BEGIN A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and proved He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

  ⚫ If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray this prayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 


