
     6) It may bring about THE SALVATION of others 
 I’m willing to endure anything if it will bring salvation and 
 eternal glory...to those God has chosen.     2 Tim. 2:10 (NLT)  
 

2. I am to SERVE according to MY CALLING 
 I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to 
 present to you the word of God in its fullness. (v. 25) 
 

 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There 
 are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 1 Cor. 12:4-5 
 

     3 2 FACTS: All of us are SAVED TO SERVE (cf. Eph. 2:10) 

 

         All of us are SHAPED TO SERVE 

 A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each 
 other.             1 Cor. 12:7 (NLT) 
 

3. I am to MAKE the GOSPEL KNOWN  (cf. Eph. 3:6) 

 The mystery that has been kept hidden for ages...but is now 
 disclosed to the saints. To them God has chosen to make 
 known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, 
 which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.   (vv. 26-27) 
 

       3 FACT: ‘CHRIST IN YOU the HOPE OF GLORY’  
 

        is the only answer to ‘FALLING SHORT OF 
        the glory of God.’ 
 

4. I am to HELP MOVE others to PERFECTION 
 We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching 
 every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every 
 man complete in Christ.    (v. 28, NASB) 
 

  “proclaim” = “to TELL OPENLY” (cf. 1 Cor. 2:2) 
 

  “admonish” = “to WARN LOVINGLY” 
 

  “teach” = “to EXPLAIN CLEARLY”  
 

5. I am to DRAW ON Jesus’ POWER for SERVICE 
 That’s why I work and struggle so hard, depending on Christ’s 
 mighty power that works within me.                  (v. 29, NLT) 

  POINT: Suffering is a PART of DISCIPLESHIP 

 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are 
 suffering, as though something strange were happening to 
 you.        1 Peter 4:12 
 

     2) It assures me that I BELONG TO CHRIST 
 Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater 
 than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute 
 you also.      John 15:20 
 

 Those who decide to please Christ Jesus by living godly lives 
 will suffer at the hands of those who hate Him. 2 Tim. 3:12 (LB) 
 

  POINT: Suffering is A PRIVILEGE 
 

 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are 
 blessed, for the Spirit of glory...rests on you.        1 Pet. 4:14 
 

     3) It can produce STRONGER FAITH & accelerate  

 

        CHARACTER development 
 We also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that 
 suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; 
 and character, hope.    Rom. 5:3-4 
 

 Consider it pure joy...whenever you face trials...because you 
 know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 
 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature 
 and complete, not lacking anything.   Jam. 1:2-4 
 

     4) It brings A FUTURE REWARD 
 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us 
 an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 2 Cor. 4:17 
 

 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
 worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed 
 to us.       Rom. 8:17 
 

     5) It is a CHANCE to TRIUMPH over the DEVIL 
 

  POINT: Suffering is a BATTLEGROUND 
(cf. Job 1-2; 1 Cor. 10:13) 



     3 FACT: Only when we do GOD’S WORK in GOD’S  

 

        POWER will we see GOD’S BLESSING 

 I can do all things through Him who gives me strength. Phil. 4:13 
 

6. I am TO PRAY FOR others to... (4 things) 
 I wish you could know how much I have struggled in prayer 
 for you and for the church in Laodicea...  (v. 1a, TLB) 

 

       1) Be ENCOURAGED and STRENGTHENED 
 My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart... (v. 2a) 
 

       2) Be KNIT TOGETHER in LOVE 
  ...to be...knit together by strong ties of love.    (v. 2b, NLT) 
 

       3) KNOW Jesus DEEPLY & follow His WISDOM 
 I want them to...have the rich experience of knowing Christ 
 with real certainty and clear understanding...In Him lie hidden 
 all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (v. 2c, TLB/NLT) 
 

       4) Be DISCIPLINED& hold FIRM to the FAITH 
 I am telling you this so no one will deceive you with well-
 crafted arguments...Though I am absent...in body, I am present 
 with you in spirit and delight to see how disciplined you are 
 and how firm your faith in Christ is.     (vv. 4-5, NLT/NIV) 
 

     3 FACT: Others NEED MY PRAYERS for them as much 
 

        as I NEED THEIRS for me 
 

(Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973,  
1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All Rights Reserved.) 

 

(Quotes and source material for today’s message: William Barclay, Albert Barnes, Brian Bill, F. F. Bruce, Dennis Davidson, Maxie Dunnam,  
Tom Holladay, Dick Lucas, John MacArthur, Douglas Moo, John Piper, Charles Swindoll, Curtis Vaughan, Robert Wall, Warren Wiersbe) 

COLOSSIANS 1:24-2:5 
 

     In this passage, Paul recounts his divine call to minister to the 
Gentiles. In doing so, he explains the mandate, the mystery, the 
motive and the means of Christian service. In it, we can also see 
how to fulfill our purpose as believers. 
 

SIX STRATEGIC PURPOSES: 
 

1. I am to SUFFER JOYFULLY for the GOSPEL 
 Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my 
 flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for 
 the sake of His body, which is the church.  (v. 24) 
 

     (NLT: I am glad when I suffer for you in my body, for I am participating 
           in the sufferings of Christ that continue for His body, the church.)  

 

(cf. 2 Cor. 7:4, 11:24-29) 
 

     3 FACT: Christ SUFFERED to SECURE salvation; we  

 

        SUFFER to SPREAD salvation 

 

6 Reasons for Joy in Suffering 
 

     1) It DRAWS ME CLOSER to Christ 
 I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and 
 the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, becoming like 
 Him in His death     Phil. 3:10 

HOW TO BEGIN A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and proved He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray this prayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

Part 3: Fulfilling the Purpose of My Redemption
Pastor Jim Fredrickson  April 25, 2021

PAUL’S LETTER TO THE COLOSSIAN CHRISTIANS



Speaker: Verse: Teaching: 

Jesus Matt.  
5:10-12 

Those who are persecuted are called 
“blessed” 

Jesus John 15:20 Jesus was persecuted; we will be persecuted 

Apostles Acts 5:41 We can rejoice at being counted worthy to 
suffer for Him 

Paul Rom. 5:3-4 Suffering can spur character development 

Paul Rom. 8:17 As heirs, we will share in Jesus’ suffering 

Paul 2 Cor. 1:3-7 God comforts us in all our suffering 

Paul 2 Cor. 1:4 Suffering equips us to help those who suffer 

Paul Eph. 3:13 Our sufferings can glorify God 

Paul Phil. 1:29 Suffering for Christ’s name is a privilege 

Paul 2 Tim. 1:12 Trust Christ & not be ashamed of suffering 

Paul 2 Tim. 2:10 Paul suffered so that others might be saved 

Paul 2 Tim. 3:12 Suffering is required for true, godly living 

James James 1:2 We should consider it a joy to face various 
trials because they develop our faith 

Peter 1 Pet. 1:6 Suffering is needed to test & purify our faith 

Peter 1 Pet. 2:21 We suffer because our example, Jesus, also 
suffered 

Peter 1 Pet. 3:13-14 We are blessed for suffering for what is right 

Peter 1 Pet. 4:13-16 Suffering for Christ is a cause for rejoicing 

CHRISTIANS: CALLED TO SUFFER  
(adapted from the Life Application Bible) 


