
 and develops it.     (v. 6, Ph.) 
 

II. PAUL’S PETITIONS (vs. 9-12) 
 

     1. First Petition: to DISCERN GOD’S WILL 
 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have 
 not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with 
 the knowledge of His will through all spiritual wisdom and 
 understanding.     (v. 9) 

 

2 Tools:  
 

  Spiritual wisdom = the ability to have God’s INSIGHT 
 

   into HUMAN life 
 

  Understanding = the ability to APPLY that wisdom in 
 

   REAL LIFE situations 
 

     2. Second Petition: t0 LIVE A life WORTHY of and  
 

  PLEASING to God 
 And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of 
 the Lord and may please Him in every way:  (v. 10a) 
 

        3 What does this look like? 
 ...bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge 
 of God, being strengthened with all power according to His 
 glorious might so that you may have great endurance and  
 patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has 
 qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the 
 kingdom of light.    (vv. 10b-12) 
 

 1) Bearing FRUIT BY EVERY GOOD WORK 
 Your lives will produce every kind of good fruit   (v. 10, NLT) 
 

 By this My Father is glorified that you bear much fruit and 
 so prove to be My disciples.         John 15:8 (ESV) 
 

  POINT: Don’t TRY HARDER, TRUST more 

 

 2) Growing in the KNOWLEDGE OF GOD 
 ...that your knowledge of God may grow yet deeper. (v. 10, Ph.) 

 [Epaphras] also told us of your love in the Spirit. (v. 8) 
 

      2) Their SURE HOPE of HEAVEN 
 You have this faith and love because of your hope, and what 
 you hope for is kept safe for you in heaven. (v. 6a) 
 

 You can now hope for a perfect inheritance beyond the reach of 
 change and decay, ‘reserved’ in Heaven for you. 1 Pet. 1:4 (Ph.) 
 

 Who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints 
 in the kingdom of light.    (v. 12b) 
 

     4. He was thankful for THE GOSPEL 
 

5 Characteristics  
 

      1) It is CENTERED IN A PERSON 
 ...your faith in Christ Jesus…    (v. 4a) 
 

      2) It is the WORD OF TRUTH 
 ...that you have already heard about in the word of truth, the 
 gospel…       (v. 5b) 
 

      3) It is the MESSAGE OF GOD’S GRACE 
 ...since you heard the Good News and understood the truth 
 about the grace of God.    (v. 6b, NCV) 
 

      4) It is for the WHOLE WORLD 
 This same Good News that came to you is going out all over 
 the world. It is bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives... 
        (v. 6a, NLT) 
 

      5) It is TRANSMITTED BY PEOPLE 
 You learned about this Good News from Epaphras, our dear 
 fellow servant.      (v. 7a, GWT) 
 

     5. He was thankful for THEIR GROWTH 
 All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, 
 just as it has been doing among you since the day you 
 heard it and understood God’s grace in all its truth.    (v. 6b) 
 

 Wherever this gospel goes, it produces Christian character, 



 Make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to 
 goodness, knowledge...     2 Pet. 1:5  
 

  POINT: Knowing God is what ETERNAL LIFE is  
         all about 
 [Jesus:] Eternal life is to know You, the only true God, and to 
 know Jesus Christ, the One you sent.           John 17:3 (CEV) 
 

 3) Being STRENGTHENED with all GOD’S 
 

         POWER 
 We also pray that you will be strengthened with all His glo-
 rious power so you will have all the endurance and patience 
 you need. May you be filled with joy...  (v. 11, NLT) 

 

3 Signs  
 

       ENDURANCE         PATIENCE 
 

 JOYFULNESS 
 We pray that you will be strengthened from God’s glorious 
 power, so that you may be able to pass through any experi-
 ence and endure it with joy.    (v. 11, Ph.) 
 

 4) GIVING THANKS to the FATHER 
 You will also thank the Father…   (v. 12a, GWT) 
 

 Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you 
 in Christ Jesus.     1 Thess. 5:18 

 

(Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973,  
1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All Rights Reserved.) 

 

(Quotes and source material for today’s message: William Barclay, Albert Barnes, Brian Bill, F. F. Bruce, Dennis Davidson, Maxie Dunnam,  
Tom Holladay, Dick Lucas, John MacArthur, Douglas Moo, E. K. Simpson, Charles Swindoll, Curtis Vaughan, Robert Wall, Warren Wiersbe) 

COLOSSIANS 1:3-12 
 

 In this first section of the letter, Paul expresses in joyful 
prayer (1) his thankfulness to God for the Colossian believers and 
what they have done since they first heard the gospel and (2) his 
desire for their further development in the faith in order to live a 
life worthy of the Lord and pleasing to Him. 
 

I. PAUL’S THANKSGIVING (vs. 3-8) 
 

     1. He was thankful for THE COLOSSIANS 
 We here are constantly praying for you, and whenever we 
 do we thank God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for you.
        (v. 3, Ph.) 
 

     2. He was thankful for THEIR SALVATION 
 We thank God because we have heard about your faith in 
 Christ Jesus.       (v. 4a, GWT) 
 

     3. He was thankful for THE RESULTS OF their  
  Salvation: 
 

      1) LOVE for all of GOD’S PEOPLE 
 We thank God because we have heard about...your love for 
 all of God’s people.     (v. 4b, GWT) 

HOW TO BEGIN A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray this prayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 
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