
HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

 made right with God, and it is by confessing with your 
 mouth that you are saved.    Rom. 10:9-10 (NLT) 
 

     “My” — A confession has to BE PERSONAL 
 

     “Lord” — Jesus is the MANAGER OF my life 
 

     “and” — No single word CAN CONTAIN Him 
 

     “My” — No one can TRUST Jesus FOR YOU 
 

     “God” — Jesus PROVED He is God by THE  
 

  RESURRECTION 
 

      4) RECEIVE His BLESSING 
 Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen Me, you have 
 believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
 believed.’      (v. 29) 

 

      3 FACT: ______________________ is BLESSED  
 

 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of His dis-
 ciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are 
 written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
 Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His 
 name. (vv. 30-31) 
 

      3 FACT: The result of FAITH IS LIFE 
 

 

(Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by  
International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All Rights Reserved.) 

 

(Authors of source material for Today’s Message: William Barclay, James Boice, D. A. Carson, Matt. Carter, Tom Holladay,  
John MacArthur, Bruce Milne, Leon Morris, Charles Swindoll, Rick Warren, Warren Wiersbe) 
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JOHN 20:19-31 
 

How God Rebuilds Our Faith...  
(6 Things Jesus Did to Revitalize Their Faith) 

 

1. Jesus CAME TO them 
 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disci-
 ples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the 
 Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them...  (v. 19) 
 

  POINT: Jesus meets you WHERE YOU ARE 
 

2. Jesus CONFERRED HIS BLESSING on them  
 ...Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 
 with you!’      (v. 19b) 
 

  POINT: Jesus ENCOURAGES you 
 

3. Jesus CONFIRMED HIS SACRIFICE for them 
 After He said this, He showed them His hands and side. The 
 disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  (v. 20) 
 

  POINT: Jesus shows you His UNCONDITIONAL  
  LOVE 
 

4. Jesus COMMISSIONED them 



 Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent 
 Me, I am sending you.’     (v. 21) 
 

  POINT: Jesus gives you a REASON TO LIVE 
 

5. Jesus CONSECRATED them 
 With that He breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy 
 Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; 
 if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.’ (vv. 22-23) 
 

  POINT: Jesus FILLS you with HIS PRESENCE 
 

...Even in the Midst of Doubt 
 

6. Jesus CHALLENGED THOMAS 
 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, 
 was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other 
 disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord!’ But he said to 
 them, ‘Unless I see the nail marks in His hands and put my 
 finger where the nails were, and put my hand into His side, I 
 will not believe.’     (vv. 24-25) 
 

     1) REMOVE your DOUBTS 
 

  He placed REQUIREMENTS on BELIEF 
 

      "Unless... I will not believe."  
 

        3 FACT: An “UNLESS” KIND of FAITH will be 
 

      OVERWHELMED by doubt  
 

 Now faith is a well-grounded assurance of that for which 
 we hope, and a conviction of the reality of things which we 
 do not yet see.     Heb. 11:1 (WNT) 
 

    ‰ Faith is INFORMED TRUST 
 

  He was ABSENT from the FELLOWSHIP 
 Let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people 
 do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day 

 of His return is drawing near.  Heb. 10:25 (NLT) 
 

        3 FACT: Faith is always strengthened BY BEING with  
 

      those who really KNOW JESUS (cf. Heb. 10:24; Jam. 5:16) 

 

     2) REDIRECT your WILL 
 A week later His disciples were in the house again, and Tho-
 mas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus 
 came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’  
 Then He said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see My 
 hands. Reach out your hand and put it into My side. Stop 
 doubting and believe.’    (vv. 26-27) 
 

  Two statements that teach a powerful truth about faith: 
 

      “I will not believe” = Unbelief is A CHOICE 
 

  Saying “I can’t believe” is A COP-OUT 
 

      “Stop doubting and believe” = You can CONTROL   

 

  your DOUBTS 
 

        3 KEY: Believe your BELIEFS & doubt your DOUBTS 
 

  POINT: Faith is a MATTER OF THE WILL 
 

        3 FACT: You’re growing in one of two directions: MORE  
 

  FAITH or MORE DOUBT 
 

     3) RENEW your CONFESSION 
 Thomas said to Him, ‘My Lord and my God!’  (v. 28) 
 

  Confessions of faith are… 
 

        VITAL 
 

        HEART-FELT 
 

        VISIBLE 
 If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and be-
 lieve in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
 will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you are 


