
HEBREWS 8:1-9:10 
 

     Having established the superiority of the high priesthood of Jesus, the au-
thor now proceeds to relate His high priesthood to the themes of covenant, 
sanctuary, and sacrifice, to which the Aaronic priesthood was so closely tied. 
 

     3 Sermon Summary: As Jesus Christ ushers in a superior priesthood and 
 covenant, in fulfillment of all that was foreshadowed in the OT, the 
 old covenant with its earthly priests and external acts of worship, 

 

 must NOW GIVE WAY TO the reality of the new in which  
 He purifies the consciences of His people & dwells within them. 

 

 

3 WAYS THE NEW COVENANT IS BETTER THAN THE OLD 
 

1. The new covenant is MINISTERED BY a superior  
 

      HIGH PRIEST 
 Now the main point of what we are saying is this: we do have… 
 an ideal High Priest such as has been described above. He has 
 taken His seat on the right hand of the heavenly Majesty. 
       (8:1, NIV/Ph.) 
 

     3 Characteristics: 
 

 1) His MORAL PERFECTION 
 Jesus is the kind of high priest we need. He is holy, sinless, pure, 
 not influenced by sinners, and He is raised above the heavens.  
 He is not like the other priests who had to offer sacrifices every -
 day, first for their own sins, and then for the sins of the people. 

     3) The promise of a PERSONAL relationship WITH GOD 
 No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, 
 ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know Me, from the least of 
 them to the greatest.      (8:11) 
 

     4) The promise of FORGIVENESS through FAITH 
 For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no 
 more.”        (8:12) 
 

     5) The promise of TRUE ATONEMENT  
 This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts 
 and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience 
 of the worshiper.      (9:9) 
 

     6) The promise of something MUCH BETTER to COME 
 By coming up with a new plan, a new covenant between God and 
 His people, God put the old plan on the shelf.  (8:13, Msg.) 
 

     3 FACT: Our superior High Priest mediates a new covenant founded  

 

   on His FINISHED WORK on the cross & SECURES 
 

   for us FAR GREATER BLESSING than could ever be  
 

   ATTAINED under the old covenant. 
 

* Conclusion: The old covenant, with its old system of priests  

 

 and sacrifices, NOW has NO VALUE in securing  
 

 GOD’S APPROVAL 
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HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 
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 Christ offered His sacrifice only once and for all time when He 
 offered Himself.     (7:26-27, NCV) 
 

 2) His FINISHED WORK (cf.1:3, 13; 10:12) 
 

 3) His EXALTED ENTHRONEMENT  

(cf.1:3, 13; 10:12; 12:2) 
 

     3 FACT: Our superior High Priest could never minister on the 
 

 BASIS of an INFERIOR COVENANT  
 

2. The new covenant is ministered in A SUPERIOR  
 

 PLACE 
 Our high priest serves in the Most Holy Place, the true place of 
 worship that was made by God, not by humans. Every high 
 priest has the work of offering gifts and sacrifices to God. So our 
 high priest must also offer something to God. If our high priest 
 were now living on earth, he would not be a priest, because 
 there are already priests here who follow the law by offering 
 gifts to God. The work they do as priests is only a copy and a 
 shadow of what is in heaven.   (8:2-5a, NCV) 
 

     3 FACT: Our superior High Priest exercises His ministry in the  

 

   TRUE sanctuary IN HEAVEN since He would have   
 

   NO PLACE in an EARTHLY ONE 
 

     3 5 Ways the old sanctuary was inadequate: 
 

      1) It was AN EARTHLY sanctuary 
 Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an 
 earthly sanctuary.      (9:1) 
 

      2) It contained only COPIES and TYPES of heavenly  
 

      REALITIES 
 A tabernacle was set up. In its first room were the lampstand 
 and the table with its consecrated bread; this was called the Holy 
 Place. Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy 
 Place, which had the golden altar of incense and the gold- cov-
 ered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of 
 manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of 
 the covenant. Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, 

 overshadowing the atonement cover. But we cannot discuss 
 these things in detail now.     (9:2-5) 
 

      A "type" is an OT PICTURE of a NT TRUTH 
 

     3) It was INACCESSIBLE to THE PEOPLE  
 When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered 
 regularly into the outer room to carry on their ministry. But only 
 the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a 
 year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and 
 for the sins the people had committed in ignorance.  (9:6-7) 
 

     4) It was IMPERFECT and TEMPORARY 
 The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most 
 Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first taber-
 nacle was still functioning.     (9:8) 
 

     5) Its ministry was EXTERNAL, not INTERNAL 

 These are only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial 
 washings—external regulations applying until the time of the 
 new order.        (9:10) 
 

3. The new covenant is built on BETTER PROMISES 
 But in fact the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs 
 as the covenant of which He is mediator is superior to the old 
 one...since it is enacted on better promises.              (8:6, NIV/ESV) 
 

     1) The promise of a covenant of GRACE, NOT LAW 
 If the first covenant had been faultless, there would have been 
 no need for a second covenant to replace it. But when God 
 found fault with the people, He said: “The day is coming, says 
 the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the people of 
 Israel and Judah. This covenant will not be like the one I made 
 with their ancestors when I took them by the hand and led them 
 out of the land of Egypt. They did not remain faithful to My cove-
 nant, so I turned my back on them, says the LORD. (8:7-9, NLT) 
 

     2) The promise of INWARD CHANGE 
 This is the covenant I will establish with the people of Israel after 
 that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and 
 write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be 
 my people.        (8:10) 


