
HEBREWS 7:1-28 
 

     After the long parenthesis of 5:11-6:20, the writer returns to the topic of 
Melchizedek in order to show that his priesthood and that of Jesus are simi-
lar in their superior origin. 
 

   3 Sermon Summary: Jesus, like His “prototype” Melchizedek, is greater  

 

 than Abraham and is thus GREATER THAN all the Levitical  
 

 priesthood because His PERMANENT and perfect priesthood 
 

 is not only based on a FINAL & effective atonement made by the  
 

 sacrifice OF HIMSELF which achieves all that is REQUIRED  
 

 for salvation, but it also involves His ON-GOING intercession  
 

 for all those who DRAW NEAR to God. 
 

I. The GREATNESS of Melchizedek’s PRIESTHOOD 
 

 and the CLOSE PARALLEL to Jesus 
 This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. 
 He met Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings and 
 blessed him, and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. 
 First, the name Melchizedek means “king of righteousness”; 
 then also, “king of Salem” means “king of peace.” Without fa-
 ther or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days or 
 end of life, resembling the Son of God, he remains a priest forev-
 er. Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch Abraham 
 gave him a tenth of the plunder!     (vv. 1-4) 

 Therefore He is able to save completely those who come to God 
 through Him...      (v. 25a) 
 

 “completely” (Grk. panteles) = “ABSOLUTELY, perfectly,  
 

      forever, UTTERLY, now and always” 
 

      3. His PRESENT MINISTRY 
 He lives forever to intercede with God on their behalf. (v. 25b, NLT) 
 

  POINT: Jesus’s prayers make our SALVATION SECURE 
 

      4. His SINLESS CHARACTER 
 Here is the High Priest we need. A man who is holy, faultless, un-
 stained, beyond the very reach of sin and lifted to the very Heav-
 ens.        (v. 26, Ph.) 
 

  POINT: Our right standing with God is really HIS RIGHT    

 

      STANDING with God (cf. 1 Cor. 5:21) 
 

      5. His PERFECT OFFERING 
 There is no need for Him, like the High Priest we know, to offer 
 up sacrifice, first for His own sins and then for the people's. He 
 made one sacrifice, once for all, when He offered up Himself. The 
 Law makes for its High Priests men of human weakness. But the 
 word of the oath, which came after the Law, makes for High 
 Priest the Son, who is perfect for ever!   (vv. 27-28, Ph.) 
 

  POINT: Our PERFECT priest had made THE ONE 
 

      perfect SACRIFICE which will STAND FOREVER 
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HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 
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4 Marks of his superiority: 
 

      1. His designation as the KING-PRIEST of God most high 
 

  FACT: Only Melchizedek and JESUS possess this  
 

  DUAL STATUS 
 

      2. His AUTHORITY TO BLESS Abraham  
 ...and blessed him who had the promises. And without doubt 
 the lesser is blessed by the greater.    (v. 7) 
 

      3. His apparent NEVER-ENDING life  
 In the one case, the tenth is collected by people who die; but in 
 the other case, by him who is declared to be living.  (v. 8)  
 

  FACT: He was not a PRE-INCARNATE Christ, an  
 

      ANGEL or a SUPERHUMAN creature. 
 

      4. His RIGHT to RECEIVE TITHES from Abraham  
 Now the law requires the descendants of Levi who become 
 priests to collect a tenth from the people—that is, from their 
 fellow Israelites—even though they also are descended from 
 Abraham. This man, however, did not trace his descent from Le-
 vi, yet he collected a tenth from Abraham...One might even say 
 that Levi, who collects the tenth, paid the tenth through Abra-
 ham, because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was still in 
 the body of his ancestor.    (vv. 5-6a, 10) 
 

  POINT: Just as Melchizedek’s ANCESTRY doesn’t BAR 
 

      HIM from being a priest, neither DOES JESUS’ 
 

II. The NEED FOR a NEW priesthood 

 

6 Reasons:   
 

      1. The old covenant FAILED to produce PERFECTION 
 So if the priesthood of Levi, on which the law was based, could 
 have achieved the perfection God intended, why did God need 
 to establish a different priesthood, with a priest in the order of 
 Melchizedek instead of the order of Levi and Aaron? And if the 
 priesthood is changed, the law must also be changed to permit 
 it.      (vv. 11-12, NLT) 

      2. ANOTHER like Melchizedek HAS COME 
 For the priest we are talking about belongs to a different tribe, 
 whose members have never served at the altar as priests. What 
 I mean is, our Lord came from the tribe of Judah, and Moses nev-
 er mentioned priests coming from that tribe. This change has 
 been made very clear since a different priest, who is like Mel-
 chizedek, has appeared...one who has become a priest not on 
 the basis of a regulation as to his ancestry but on the basis of 
 the power of an indestructible life. For it is declared: “You are a 
 priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.” (vv. 13-17, NLT/NIV) 
 

      3. The old covenant was WEAK & USELESS 
 Quite plainly, then, there is a definite cancellation of the previous 
 commandment because of its ineffectiveness and uselessness - 
 the Law was incapable of bringing anyone to real maturity. 
       (v. 18-19a, Ph.) 
 

      4. God was resolved to BRING US into HIS PRESENCE 
 And now a better hope has been provided through which we 
 come near to God.    (v. 19b, TEV) 
 

      5. God’s oath CANNOT BE BROKEN 
 This means a far better hope for us because Jesus has become 
 our priest by the oath of God. Other men have been priests 
 without any sworn guarantee, but Jesus has the oath of Him that 
 said of Him: “The Lord has sworn and will not relent, You are a 
 priest forever.’     (vv. 20-21, Ph.) 
 

      6. The NEW COVENANT comes with a GUARANTEE 
 And He is, by virtue of this fact, Himself the living guarantee of a 
 better agreement.     (v. 22, Ph.) 
 

III. The GLORIES of Jesus’ priesthood and COVENANT 
 

      1. His PERMANENT ACHIEVEMENT 
 Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevent-
 ed them from continuing in office; but because Jesus lives forev-
 er, He has a permanent priesthood.   (vv. 23-24) 
 

  FACT: You’ll NEVER NEED another priest 
 

      2. His LIMITLESS POWER 


