
HEBREWS 5:10-6:9a 
 

     Before moving into a deeper explanation of Jesus’ high priesthood, 
the writer rebukes their failure to thrive spiritually with a dire warning 
about the grave consequences it can have for them as well as us. 
 

    3 Sermon in a Sentence: Ultimately, NONBELIEVERS in the 
 

 CHURCH will REPUDIATE Jesus and go back into the  
 

 world. True believers, however, will be motivated to MOVE  

 

 FORWARD in their faith, INTERNALIZE the deep  
 

 truths of God’s word and MAINTAIN their TRUST in  
 

 Christ as their MEDIATOR until the end. 
 

I. Failing to thrive spiritually creates an ABNORMAL  

 

 CHRISTIAN LIFE 
 

     3 The Diagnosis:  (Signs of Immaturity) 
 

 1. DULLNESS toward THE WORD 
 God designated Him to be a High Priest in the order of Mel-
 chizedek. There is much more we would like to say about 
 this, but it is difficult to explain, especially since you are 
 spiritually dull and don’t seem to listen.  (vv. 5:10-11, NLT) 

 The seeds that fell on rocky ground stand for those who hear 
 the message and receive it gladly. But it does not sink deep 
 into them; they believe only for a while but when the time of 
 testing comes, they fall away.   Luke 8:13 (TEV) 
 

IV. The CONTRAST & consequences ILLUSTRATED 
 Some people are like land that gets plenty of rain. The land 
 produces a good crop for those who work it, and it receives 
 God’s blessings. Other people are like land that grows 
 thorns and weeds and is worthless. It is in danger of being 
 cursed by God and will be destroyed by fire. (vv. 7-8, NCV) 

 

     3 FACT: GENUINE faith results in a “GOOD CROP” 
 

* CONCLUSION: What does this mean for us? 
 

     3 FACT: All believers need a HEALTHY FEAR of falling 
 away 
  ...Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trem-
 bling.       Phil. 2:12b 
 

  POINT: ETERNAL SECURITY was never meant  
 

     to make us COMPLACENT or CARELESS 
 Let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 
       1 Cor. 10:12 (ESV) 
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HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 
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 2. INABILITY to HELP others 
 You have been believers so long now that you ought to be 
 teaching others. Instead, you need someone to teach you 
 again the basic things about God’s word.  (v. 12a, NLT)  
 

  POINT: TIME doesn’t GUARANTEE spiritual  
      growth 
 

 3. A BABY FOOD diet 
 You are like babies who need milk and cannot eat solid 
 food. For someone who lives on milk is still an infant and 
 doesn’t know how to do what is right. (vv. 12b-13, NLT) 
 

     3 FACT: Spiritual immaturity HINDERS our ABILITY  
 

      to WITHSTAND TRIALS, resist temptation,  
 

      and persevere through HARDSHIP 
 

 4. FAILING to APPLY God’s word to DAILY life 
 Solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have 
 trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. (v. 14) 
 

  POINT: Consistent and PERSISTENT PRACTICE  
      of truth results in growth to maturity 
 

     3 FACT: CONTINUING IN immaturity is a strong  
 

      INDICATOR that one does not have real faith 
 

II. Failing to thrive spiritually keeps us FOCUSED ON 
 

      the PAST 
 Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings 
 about Christ and be taken forward to maturity, not laying 
 again the foundation of...repenting from evil deeds and 
 placing our faith in God. You don’t need further instruction 
 about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of 
 the dead, and eternal judgment.   (vv. 6:1-2, NIV/NLT) 
 

     3 FACT: The BASICS of SALVATION is a solid foundation 
 

     that never NEEDS RE-LAYING 

     3 FACT: NEVER MOVING PAST the basics is a mark  
      of immaturity 
 

     3 FACT: Spiritual growth is ALWAYS GOD’S WILL 
 And so, God willing, we will move forward... (v. 3, NLT) 

 

  POINT: Growth requires BOTH God’s WORK and 

 

      OUR EFFORT  
 

 It is God who works in you, both to will and to act in order 
 to fulfill His good pleasure.     Phil. 2:13 
 

 So, dear brothers, work hard to prove that you really are 
 among those God has called and chosen, and then you will 
 never stumble or fall away.   2 Pet. 1:10 (TLB) 
 

III. Failing to thrive spiritually can result in IRREVERSIBLE  

 

      APOSTASY 
 For it is impossible to restore again to repentance those 
 who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the 
 heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have 
 tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of 
 the age to come, if they then fall away, since they are cruci-
 fying once again the Son of God to their own harm and 
 holding Him up to contempt.   (vv. 4-6, ESV) 

 

     3 FACT: True salvation is NOT DESCRIBED here 
 

4 Truths that govern the meaning of this passage: 
 

 1. All true believers ENDURE TO THE END  

(cf. John 10:27-29; Rom. 8:38-39; 1 Cor. 1:8;  Phil. 1:6; 1 Pet. 1:5-6) 
 

 2. Those who FALL AWAY are not true believers  
 

 3. There are those in the community of faith who are NOT    

      TRULY IN the community of faith. 
 

 4. Whoever openly and consciously REJECTS JESUS  
 

      is UNREGENERATE even if he SEEMED to  
      have been saved earlier. 


