
       OBEY them 
 

       PRAY FOR them 
 

* Conclusion: A BREATHTAKING benediction 
 And now may the God of peace, who brought again from the 
 dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, equip 
 you with all you need for doing His will, through the blood of 
 His everlasting covenant. And may He produce in you through 
 the power of Christ all that is pleasing to Him to Whom be 
 glory forever and ever. Amen.   (vv. 20-21, TLB)  
 

8 Powerful Closing Affirmations: 
 

 ‘God of peace’ = Christ’s work gives us PEACE WITH GOD 
 

 ‘brought again from...dead’ = our high priest LIVES 
 

 ‘the great Shepherd’ = our PERFECT, loving CAREGIVER 
 

 ‘equip you with all…’ = EVERY GODLY provision is ours 
 

 ‘through the blood’ = His perfect SACRIFICE for SINS 
 

 ‘everlasting covenant’ = His PROMISE to us is FOREVER 
 

 ‘He produce in you...’ = without Him we can DO NOTHING 
 

 ‘pleasing to Him’ = only what He does in us PLEASES HIM 
 

 (Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973,  
1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All Rights Reserved.) 

 

(Authors of source materials for Today’s Message: F. F. Bruce, Ray Brown, Tom Holladay, R. Albert Mohler Jr., Warren Wiersbe,) 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 
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GREATER

HEBREWS 13:7-21 
 

    In this final chapter, the writer urges us to embrace the duties of the new 
covenant and to live in such a way that shows that we’re part of God’s family. 
 

    3 Sermon in a Sentence: Those who live in the new covenant are to 
 obey the teaching of their leaders & hold them in high esteem, 
 stay true to their unchanging Savior and share His “disgrace,” 
 and offer pleasing sacrifices to God, who raised our Lord Jesus 
 from the dead and through Him, empowers us with everything 
 we need for doing His will.   
 

Because we live under the new covenant, we are to… 
 

I. REMEMBER our LEADERS who PREACH 

 Remember your leaders who have spoken God's word to 
 you. Think about how their lives turned out, and imitate 
 their faith.      (v. 1, GWT) 

 

2 Things 
 

 1. Consider HOW THEY LIVED 
 

 2. FOLLOW their EXAMPLE of FAITH 

 

II. STAY FOCUSED on our UNCHANGING Savior 
 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  
        (v. 8, NLT) 



     3 FACT: Keeping Jesus the FOCAL POINT of our faith  
 

 gives us STABILITY in an EVER-CHANGING world 
 You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in You, whose 
 thoughts are fixed on You!   Isa. 26:3 (NLT) 
 

  POINT: Since Jesus never changes, our FAITH and  
 

      its TEACHINGS DO NOT change 
 

III. Don’t BE LED STRAY  
 So do not be attracted by strange, new ideas. Your strength 
 comes from God’s grace, not from rules about food, which 
 don’t help those who follow them. We have an altar from 
 which the priests in the Tabernacle have no right to eat.  
       (vv. 9-10) 
 

2 Reasons people fall for false teaching:  
 

 1. They WANT something NEW  
 

 2. They try to GROW by KEEPING RULES 
 

     3 Fact: Both of these are FUELED by spiritual PRIDE 
 

  POINT: Jesus is THE BEST, FORGET the rest 
 

IV. SHARE our Lord’s DISGRACE 
 Under the old system, the high priest brought the blood of 
 animals into the Holy Place as a sacrifice for sin, but the bod-
 ies of the animals were burned outside the camp. So also 
 Jesus suffered and died outside the city gates to make His 
 people holy by means of His own blood. So let us go out to 
 Him, outside the camp, and bear the disgrace He bore...We 
 don't have a permanent city here on earth, but we are look-
 ing for the city that we will have in the future.   
      (vv. 11-14, NLT/GWT) 
 

     3 Fact: Since it’s Christ’s blood ALONE that saves, we don’t 
 

   have to be ASHAMED OF OUR faith 
 

  POINT: It’s OKAY to be OSTRACIZED 
 God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you 
 and lie about you and say all sorts of evil things against you 
 because you are My followers. Be happy about it!... For a 
 great reward awaits you in heaven. Matt. 5:11-12a (NLT) 
 

V. Present PLEASING SACRIFICES to God 
 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a 
 sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly profess His 
 name. And do not forget to do good and to share with oth-
 ers, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.     (vv. 15-16) 
 

     3 Fact: Only what’s done IN JESUS’ NAME pleases God 
 

     3 Fact: What is pleasing to God has BOTH A VERTICAL  
 

 and a HORIZONTAL dimension 
 

VI. Have a GOOD RELATIONSHIP WITH our   leaders 

 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority, because 
 they keep watch over you as those who must give an ac-
 count. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, 
 for that would be of no benefit to you. Pray for us. We are 
 sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live hon-
 orably in every way.           (vv. 17-18) 
 

     3 FACT: God HAS ORDAINED leadership for the local church 
 

 Honor those who are your leaders in the Lord’s work. They 
 work hard among you and give you spiritual guidance. Show 
 them great respect and wholehearted love because of 
 their work...     1 Thess. 5:12-13a (NLT) 
 

     3 HOW?  
 

       ACCEPT them   
 

       ESTEEM them 
 

       LOVE them   
 


